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I  AALTO´S CONTEXT 



Aalto´s drawn thoughts 































II  COMPETITION CONTEXT  



 

2. ¨ACCEPTERA¨ / CIAM Yugoslavia / Competition Program

¨Acceptera¨ - Zagreb 





CIAM Group of Yugoslavia. Representative Ernest Weissmann 





General  information about the participation and the results of the competition





Competition  Program – general notes







III  AALTO´S COMPETITION ENTRY 



¨Edge effect¨ / Aalto´s Competition Entry: 

¨Hospital City¨ on the hill 

¨Acropolis¨

Aalto and the Site as ̈Acropolis¨ 





 



Natural  Urban planning / ¨Edge Effect¨ - 

Spatial  theory 









Urban planning on the site:  General information 

Principles of Urban Planning:



Orientation



















N.P.

R.B. 





Reception building of the hospital complex (R.B) 





The Neuropsychiatric Clinic ( N.P.) 





ZONE 1 
Clinics with the School Of Medicine

1. Surgery Clinic

2. Internal Medicine Clinic

3. Otorhinolaryngology Clinic

4. Ophthalmology Clinic











EXISTING BUILDINGS OF THE CLINICS AND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE (1917-
1930) 

A. Dermatology, Pediatrics and
Otolaryngology , F.Gabric ( 1920-21)(Salata
4)
B.Dean of the Medical University,
Morphological-Biology and Physiological
Institute, I.Fisher and F.Gabric ( 1917-
1919)      ( Salata 3)
C. Dental and Orthopedic Clinic,Egon
Steinman            ( 1929-1931) ( Salata 6

D. Department Pathology-Anatomy,

F.Gabric   (1921-22) (Salata 10)
E. Institute of Anatomy and Pharmacology,
I.Fisher and F.Gabric ( 1917-19) ( Salata 11)







¨Zagrabiensia¨ 







  CLINICS: 1.Surgery Clinic, 2.Internal Medicine Clinic  

3. Otorhinolaryngology











¨ The reason for the amphitheater, almost an obsession in the work of Aalto course is 

an explicit reference to antiquity¨. 

Pallasmaa Julhani, Images architecture, AV Monographs 66, 12 July-August 1997 

ZONE 1 

PRINCIPLE 1 

Head and Body 
in Biodynamic movement 

PRINCIPLE 2 

¨Head¨: Amphitheatre 
Lecture Hall ¨Sacred Temple¨ 



 























































Ophthalmology Clinic 

PRINCIPLE 3 

Rectangular Auditorium correlated with Amphitheatre 

¨TRANSITIONAL FORM¨ in the ¨TRANSITIONAL AREA¨ 





















Surgery Clinic 

Intern Clinic 

Otorhinolaryngology Clinic 

Ophthalmology Clinic 

PRINCIPLE 4 

Multiplication of the same “species” - ¨Edge effect¨- 

decreasing order 

photo-montage of the segments of Melnikov ¨Rusakov club¨



 























PRINCIPLE 5 

Daylight Techniques 
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PRINCIPLE 6 
¨Backbone¨





























ZONE 3 





 zero point 

in the ground, 

on the ground, and over the ground. The portion over the ground is suspended, 

cantilevered above the portion in the ground¨  





¨ziggurat¨



 

 

 

 

 



ZONE 4 
Service Center of the Complex 
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¨stands in the air¨





Kenneth Frampton has encouraged architects to "cultivate the site": The bulldozing of an 

irregular topography into a flat site is clearly a technocratic gesture which aspires to a 

condition of absolute placelessness, whereas the terracing of the same site to receive the 

stepped form of a building is an engagement in the act of "cultivating" the site. . . . 7

PRINCIPLE 7 
Stepped in the Vertical plane correlated with the ground 





genius loci
Phenomenology earth

zero point.













ZONE 5 
Residential and Administrative area 

















II  type of the residential building 

PRINCIPLE 8 
¨Stepped in the horizontal plan¨ 
Climatic responsive Architecture/ 
 individual – collective 





 ¨zig-zag¨ 























 



ZONE 6 
Sanatorium  

Interactions with Sanatorium in  Paimio 













CONCLUSIONS  

¨everydayness¨

NEW PRINCIPLES - origins and meanings
VARIATIONS  - applied principles as a  ¨universal substance¨
NEW FORMS - between the ¨external¨ and ¨internal¨  in the later phases



Factors:

Factors

Factors

Factors

Factors



Factors:

Factors:



new value for me purest,
original and natural variant of Urbanism natural beauty

man that can perceive at ground level. captures this vision as a 
harmonious whole integrated, own size sensory
limits

Edge effect
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ANNEX  

A1.  DESCRIPTION OF THE COMPETITION ENTRY FOR THE 
HOSPITAL COMPLEX OF ZAGREB, YUGOSLAVIA 1930-31 

-Alvar Aalto –
source: Archive of Alvar Aalto
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