
Topics on the (Re)organization of Knowledge

Isabel Maria Medalho Pereira

Supervisor: Inés Macho-Stadler

Submitted to
Departament d�Economia i d�Història Econòmica

Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona

In partial ful�lment of the requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in the �eld of Economics

(Doctor en Economia)

June 2007



Acknowledgements
Today is not only me who is ful�lling a requirement to obtain a Doctorate of Philosophy

degree in the �eld of Economics. This degree also goes to my Family, the one that God
gave me at the moment that I was born, and the one with whom He has been blessing
me during these 33 years.

I would like to start by acknowledging these last ones. Their presence, support and
friendship made these last 5 years in Barcelona an unforgettably good experience. My
supervisor, Inés Macho-Stadler, is de�nitely the �rst in this list. Working close to her
has been a permanent lesson of brilliant thoughts and noble character, both in Economics
and in life. I was honored by Inés� wise and opportune comments, suggestions, and
encouragement. Her dedication was essential for completing the challenge of this PhD.
A second word of acknowledgment goes to David Perez-Castrillo, for his brilliant, sharp
and useful comments. His permanent support during all the stages of this PhD made the
path much lighter.

Studying at IDEA (International Doctorate in Economic Analysis) o¤ered me the
possibility to meet and work close to many other professors. I am grateful for their
willingness to discuss research and for their wise advises in the search of solutions. In
particular, I acknowledge Xavier Martinez-Giralt, Pau Olivella, Jordi Caballé, and Pedro
Rey-Biel. I was also praised by the support of Portuguese professors, with whom I had
the privilege to work. I am specially grateful to Pedro Pita Barros, Fátima Barros, João
César das Neves, Leonor Modesto, Fernando Branco, and Miguel Gouveia, from whom I
received special encouragement to pursue this academic career.

This PhD in Barcelona has also been marked by my colleagues in doctorate and friends
in life. I owe grateful thanks to Joana Pais, for her invaluable generosity in sharing both
happy and grey moments of this adventure. To Nadia, Aida, Brindusa, Irina and Marc,
Toni, Helena, Madga, Dawid, Alexandre, Rahmi, Ivo, Joan Farré, and Dani, I will always
be grateful for making the road so much easier to walk, so much enjoyable, so much
unforgettable. I would also like to thank specially to Ricardo, Eduard, Joan de Martí,
and Fernanda for the good fellow and cooperation spirit which they always o¤ered me.

IDEA, apart from having an excellent quality in academic terms, is a doctorate pro-
gramme where all the people involved (professors, students, and administrative sta¤)
know how to balance the demanding work with an healthy human spirit. Many thanks
for the dedication that I always found here.

I would also like to express my gratitude to all my friends in Portugal, for provid-
ing invaluable support. In particular, I acknowledge the family Couto Pereira, Paulo,
Ana Maria, and Maria João, Jean-Pierre, Pedro Crespo, Isabel Duarte Lima, and Luís
Monteiro.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my family. Although far in geographic
distance, their daily presence gave a complete meaning to this endeavor. Mum, dad, Rui,
and Ana, this PhD is also yours. Allow me to dedicate it to José, Carlota and Inês, our
future, their dream.

i



Agradecimentos
Hoje não sou apenas eu que me submeto a obter o grau de Doutora em Economia.

Este grau também abrange a minha Família, a que Deus me deu por nascimento, e aquela
com que me tem abençoado ao longo destes 33 anos.

Começo por agradecer a estes últimos. A sua presença, apoio e amizade �zeram destes
5 anos em Barcelona uma experiência inesquecivelmente boa. Inés Macho-Stadler, minha
orientadora, é de�nitivamente primeira nesta lista de pessoas. Trabalhar com ela tem sido
uma permamente lição de pensamentos brilhantes e espírito nobre, em Economia como na
vida. Foi para mim uma honra receber os seus comentários sensatos e oportunos, as suas
sugestões e o seu encorajamento. A dedicação que recebi de Inés Macho foram essenciais
para concluir o desa�o deste doutoramento. Uma segunda palavra de agradecimento vai
para David Perez-Castrillo, pelos seus comentários brilhantes, objectivos e úteis. O seu
permanente apoio durante todas as etapas deste doutoramento tornou o caminho muito
mais ameno.

Ao estudar no IDEA tive a oportunidade de trabalhar com muitos outros professores.
A todos estou grata pela sua disponibilidade para as discussões académicas e pelos consel-
hos sensatos na procura de soluções. Em particular, agradeço a Xavier Martinez-Giralt,
a Pau Olivella, a Jordi Caballé, e a Pedro Rey-Biel. Tive também o prazer de receber o
apoio de professores portugueses, com quem trabalhei anteriormente. Estou especialmente
grata a Pedro Pita Barros, a Fátima Barros, a João César das Neves, a Leonor Modesto,
a Fernando Branco, e a Miguel Gouveia, de quem recebi especial encorajamento.

Este doutoramento em Barcelona também �ca marcado pelos colegas de estudo e ami-
gos na vida. Devo um especial agradecimento a Joana Pais, pela in�ndável generosidade
com que partilhou comigo quer os momentos felizes quer os mais cinzentos desta aventura.
À Nadia, à Aida, à Brindusa, à Irina e ao Marc, ao Toni, à Helena, à Madga, ao Dawid,
ao Alexandre, ao Rahmi, ao Ivo, ao Joan Farré, e ao Dani, �co para sempre grata por
terem tornado o caminho tão mais simpático, tão mais agradável, e tão mais inesquecível.
Gostaria também de agradecer em especial aos meus "irmãos" académicos, Ricardo e
Eduard, pela camaradagem e espírito de colaboração que sempre me proporcionaram.

Para além de uma excelente qualidade académica, IDEA é um programa de doutora-
mento onde as pessoas envolvidas (professores, estudantes e pessoal administrativo) têm
a sabedoria de equilibrar as exigências de trabalho com um espírito humano salutar. O
meu muito obrigada pela dedicação que aqui sempre encontrei.

Gostaría ainda de expressar a minha gratitude a todos os meus amigos em Portugal,
pelo seu valioso apoio. Em particular, agradeço à família Couto Pereira, Paulo, Ana
Maria, e Maria João, ao Jean-Pierre, ao Pedro Crespo, à Isabel Duarte Lima, e ao Luís
Monteiro.

Por último, gostaría de agradecer à minha família. Apesar de longe em distância
geográ�ca, a sua presença diária deu todo o sentido a este grande projecto. Mãe, pai,
Rui e Ana, este doutoramento é também vosso. Permitam-me que o dedique ao José, à
Carlota e à Inês, em nome do nosso futuro e do sonho deles.

ii



Financial support from Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia (Portugal), BEC2003-
01132 (Spain), and Centre Tecnològic Forestal de Catalunya (Spain) are gratefully ac-
knowledged.

iii



Ao José, à Carlota e à Inês,

futuro e sonho.

iv



Contents

0 Introduction 1

1 Incentives for Interdisciplinary Research 4

1.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

1.2 The Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

1.2.1 Specialization and Interdisciplinarity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

1.2.2 The Value of Knowledge and the Reward System . . . . . . . . . . 10

1.3 The Equilibrium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.3.1 The Benchmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

1.3.2 When resources and adaptative-skills are non-contractible . . . . . . 18

1.3.3 When the funding policy is restricted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

1.4 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

1.5 Appendix One . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

2 Business-Science Research Collaboration under Moral-Hazard 45

2.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

2.2 The Model . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

2.3 Collaboration Outcomes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

2.3.1 Consortium Governance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

2.3.2 Decentralized Governance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62

2.3.3 Comparison of outcomes: Centralized vs Decentralized governance . 64

2.4 Policy Intervention: Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

2.5 Generalization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67

2.6 Discussion and Implications of the Results . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

2.6.1 Managerial Implications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72

2.6.2 Policy Implications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

2.7 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

2.8 Appendix Two . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

v



3 Patents and Business-Science Research Partnerships 96

3.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96

3.2 Literature Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

3.3 Theoretical Framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100

3.4 Methodology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103

3.4.1 Data . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104

3.5 Empirical Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

3.5.1 Di¤erence in Means . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115

3.5.2 Regression Analysis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117

3.6 Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

vi



Chapter 0

Introduction

The theoretical and empirical work of the present dissertation addresses organizational
questions on collaborative relations, in the context of knowledge production. Research
collaboration refers to the joint work of di¤erent parties on a common issue. Collabora-
tion between knowledge producers, researchers, yields potential increase in the e¢ ciency
of production or allows the realization of complementarity gains. Nevertheless, the char-
acteristics of the parties, the institutional setting where they belong, and their expertise
background in�uence their goals and perspectives. The aim of this dissertation is to
contribute for a better understanding on how these features of a collaborative relation
in�uence its outcome. I also discuss the role of incentives, in the possibility of existing
asymmetric information between the parties involved.

Due to the relevance of knowledge for society, an important question is how to cre-
ate and make the best possible use of knowledge (e.g., Vannevar Bush, 1945; European
Commission, 2002; National Science Foundation, 2004).1 This question, already identi�ed
by Hayek (1945), nowadays still does not have a complete and satisfactory answer (Eu-
ropean Commission & High Level Expert Research Group, 2003). One crucial di¢ culty
in providing an answer to the problem lays on the dynamism of the process of creating
and using knowledge. As societies develop, individual and collective needs change, and
with them, it also changes the way the di¤erent parties involved interact. The present
work addresses two main topics that up to now have not been receiving enough discussion
among the economic literature, interdisciplinarity and collaboration between business and
science.

In the �rst topic of this dissertation, I analyze the dichotomy between interdiscipli-
nary research and the organizational way in which modern science is grounded, where
disciplines are di¤erent and separately de�ned. The �rst chapter of the present work,
"Incentives for Interdisciplinary Research", is the �rst in the economic literature, up to
my knowledge, developing a positive analysis of the driving forces in interdisciplinary
research. In this chapter, I characterize interdisciplinary research by two main aspects.
First, production complementarities; second, by the a innate cost disadvantage due to the

1Audretsch et al. (2002) and Hagedoorn et al. (2000) include a historical perspective of the policy on
science and technology.
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presence of obstacles in the development of a new and unexplored scienti�c �eld, and in
the need of collaboration between researchers with di¤erent scholarly backgrounds. My
results show that interdisciplinarity is the option with the highest net bene�t, once the
cost of opening the new scienti�c path is overcome. On behalf of society, the importance
of the intervention of policymakers is felt at two levels. First, to ensure that the research
institution has the su¢ cient monetary resources to support the cost of the process of
research. Second, and above all, to guarantee that the goal of production is demanding
enough to be worth going through the di¢ culties of interdisciplinarity. Productive gains
due to complementarities of e¤orts is the main advantage of interdisciplinary organization.

The second topic of this dissertation regards the collaboration between business and
science institutions, corporate and academia, with a focus on the dichotomy between ba-
sic research and applied research. Several evidences document that when academics and
entrepreneurs work together, it is more likely that both achieve valuable outcomes from
research (e.g., Lambert, 2003; Zucker & Darby, 1995; Cockburn & Henderson, 1998).
Nevertheless, these two types of organizations do not emerge as natural partners. Belong-
ing to di¤erent institutional settings (Dasgupta & David, 1994), corporate and academic
organizations face di¤erent socioeconomic rules in terms of goals, norms of behavior and
reward systems. These divergences lead to divergences in the approach and in the ob-
jectives when conducting research. As a result, the interaction between entrepreneurs
and academics is potentially hindered (e.g., Hall et al., 2001; Siegel, 1999; Hall, 1999;
Brainard, 1999; Schartinger et al., 2001).

In the second chapter of the present work, "Business-Science Research Collaboration
under Moral-Hazard ", I analyze how the characteristics of partnership agreements are
the result of an optimal contract between the parties. The �nal outcome depends on
the structure governing the partnership, and on the informational problems on the ef-
forts involved. The positive e¤ect that the e¤ort of each party has on the success of the
other party, makes collaboration a preferred solution. Divergence in research goals may,
however, create con�icts between partners. The results in this chapter show how two
di¤erent structures of partnership governance (a centralized, and a decentralized ones)
may optimally use the type of project to motivate the supply of non-contractible e¤orts.
Decentralized structure, however, always choose a project closer to its own preferences.
Incentives may also come from monetary transfers, either from partners sharing each other
bene�ts, or from public funds. Finally, I derive conditions under which public intervention
may be optimal. My analysis contrasts with the existent literature on research partner-
ships in three main directions. First, it emphasizes the peculiarities of the interaction of
business and science; second, it shows the tensions raised in this particular context; and
third, it studies the role of the structure of governance and informational problems for
solving those tensions.

The third chapter of the present dissertation, "Patents and Business-Science Research
Partnerships" is jointly written with Walter Garcia-Fontes. There, we develop an empir-
ical analysis on how the characteristics of the research process, specially its institutional
dimension, relate with the patented inventions arising from that research. We focus on
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one main feature of the patents, its basicness, how close they are from the Academic
research goal of advancing the existent stock of knowledge. With data from the European
survey, PatVal-EU, we construct a composite index of basicness of the patents, weighted
by a quality indicator. Our results are aligned with the theoretical work of the second
chapter of this dissertation. The institutional identity of the inventing organizations do
become visible in the basicness of the patents.

Despite that the current dissertation focuses on the knowledge production, research,
the questions here addressed do have broader applications. The results have managerial
implications in the organization of inter-�rms relations as well as in the relation between
a manager and its workers.

3



Chapter 1

Incentives for Interdisciplinary
Research

This chapter bene�ted from the useful comments of Inés Macho-Stadler, Pau Olivella,
Pedro Rey-Biel, Nicola Lacetera, and Joana Pais, to whom I acknowledge. I also re-
ceived interesting suggestions during the Microeconomics Workshop and the Industrial
Organization Informal Seminar at IDEA-UAB, the ENTER Jamboree Meeting 2006 at
Stockholm, and the EARIE 2006 Conference at Amsterdam.

1.1 Introduction

Why interdisciplinary research, considered very interesting and important to achieve
breakthroughs, is at the same time so neglected among scienti�c community? There
is few understanding of what are the driving forces of the disciplinary pattern in research
organizations. In particular, why it is still so scarce the observation of interdisciplinary re-
search, despite all emphasis that it receives from policymakers. The present chapter brings
some potential useful results in explaining such puzzling situation, by making a positive
(rather than normative) comparison between interdisciplinarity and specialization.

In the current context, specialization refers to the case where scientists work separate
and independently on their own �elds of expertise. This specialized �elds are characterized
by well-established and long existent scienti�c foundations. Foundations of the modern
organization of science are based in secular structures of these di¤erent and separate
disciplines.

Over the years, and especially in the two previous decades, however, it has been
increased the importance attached to an alternative organizational form, interdisciplinar-
ity: the integration of (already existing) disciplines on the development of a new scienti�c
area. Interdisciplinarity has been seen as the most suitable way to solve complex ques-
tions arising to societies, as illustrated by The National Academies: "Advances in science
and engineering increasingly require the collaboration of scholars from various �elds. This
shift is driven by the urgent need to address complex problems that cut across traditional
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disciplines, and the capability of new technologies to both transform existing disciplines
and generate new ones." (National Academies, 2004). Two world-wide recognized exam-
ples of interdisciplinarity illustrate how powerful it can be: the development of genomics,
a branch of biotechnology whose roots relate with genetics, molecular biology, analyti-
cal chemistry, and informatics; and the development of neurosciences, a new life science
evolving from anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, and molecular biology of nerves.

Besides the novelty of the �eld, interdisciplinarity is also characterized by the require-
ment of collaboration between di¤erent experts. Both de�ning features of interdisciplinar-
ity are a natural source of di¢ culties. First, when moving from their scholar background
into a new and unexplored discipline, researchers need to adjust to di¤erent languages,
tools, methodologies, and goals. In the present chapter, these di¤erences between disci-
plines are embody in the concept of scienti�c distance between �elds. A second potential
challenge that interdisciplinarity poses to scientists is the need to cooperate with other
scientists, with whom they do not share the disciplinary background.

The empirical study of Porac et al. (2004) may serve to illustrate my theoretical
framework. That paper devotes attention to the scienti�c performance of two teams of
researchers, Astro and Eco. These teams di¤er in the composition and in the disciplinary
expertise of their members, as well as on their research goal.1 Scientists in Astro have
similar scholarly background and work in the well established �eld of Astrophysics. Re-
searchers in Eco come from di¤erent disciplinary backgrounds and are required to work
in modelling ecosystems. Modelling ecosystems is a relatively new science, emerging from
previously separated �elds related with air, water, and land resources. As in my frame-
work, the paper emphasizes the challenge that Eco team members face to overcome the
inherent tensions of the new project. On the one hand, these tensions relate to the need
of balancing "between their individual discipline-based paradigms and the joint demands
of the alliance work" (pp. 673). In the language of my framework, this relates with the
scienti�c distance between the background �eld of scientists and the new interdisciplinary
�eld.2 On the other hand, the members of the Eco team also identify the need to develop
a routine of communication as well a common language among all members.3

With such distinction between interdisciplinarity and specialization, interdisciplinary
research presents a starting cost disadvantage embodied in its own de�nition. Neverthe-
less, when scientists make an extra-investment of adaptation, interdisciplinary di¢ culties
can be reduced (at least partially). Dan Sperber, an anthropologist involved in the inter-
disciplinary project "Culture and Cognition" at the University of Michigan recognizes the
importance of such adaptation concern: "Serious involvement in interdisciplinary research
needs a high investment endeavor. To be able to understand each other and conceive of

1One main di¤erence between my framework and Porac et al. (2004) is that, in their case, the
comparison is between an interdisciplinary and a specialized team. By contrast, I consider that under
specialization, researchers work separate and independently. With such separation, I avoid discussing
team e¤ects, in order to emphasize the issues of coordination and novelty in interdisciplinarity.

2The importance of developing and learning specialized codes in an organization is emphasized in a
recent paper of Crémer et al. (2007).

3By contrast, among Astro team none of these questions were relevant.
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common goals." (Sperber, 2003). In a static framework as mine, I denominate this extra-
investment of the researchers as the acquisition of adaptative-skills. It corresponds to an
endeavor of learning techniques and tools, allowing the researchers to work on the new
discipline, in a less costly way.

Under this framework, I discuss the arguments that lead a research institution to
decide between the two types of organization: specialization and interdisciplinarity. For
such, I assume researchers to be perfectly coordinated with their employer organization,
an university. Then, I consider a simple compensation mechanism for the university, a
prize, whose rules are settled by a policymaker.

To emphasize the positive (rather than normative) analysis between interdisciplinarity
and specialization, I analyze two alternative informational settings. The �rst, from the
perspective of a policymaker who may allocate funds for one of the two types of organi-
zational structures. For such, it is possible to consider that either it exists perfect and
complete information between the policymaker and the research organization, or that a
policymaker has enough �exibility in de�ning the rules for the prizes so that it can still
induce the organization to do the �rst-best. The second setting takes the point of view
of the university that owns the resources. The decision of the university regarding which
type of research to implement, is in�uenced by incentives from the policymaker. In this
incentives setting, the policymaker de�nes an unique prize rule for both types of research,
and is the university who decides whether it strives for the prize through specialization
or through interdisciplinarity.

I do consider that the university aims to maximize the net bene�t of its projects,
�nanced by the policymaker. The net bene�t maximization goal for the university seems
a reasonable assumption, given that it is a research institution with limited resources
(as it is explicit by the fact that specialization and interdisciplinarity are two disjoint
scenarios). Furthermore, by assuming a research institution that receives public funds,
its choice of the type of knowledge is linked with the social value that such decision can
provide to society.

My results show that when the purpose is to produce a high level of output, interdis-
ciplinarity is more attractive than specialization. The reason is that interdisciplinarity
yields complementary gains, which are not possible in specialization. This means that
even if interdisciplinarity involves both researchers for a common output, it may be more
e¢ cient than to have them working separately for independent and separate areas. Al-
though interdisciplinarity has a cost disadvantage, comparing with specialization, it is
expectable that de�ning a production goal su¢ ciently high, favours the choice of inter-
disciplinarity. These theoretical predictions are aligned with the evidence in Porac et al.
(2004). There, when comparing the performance pattern of the two teams, they �nd that
the joint production (sum of publications) of their members increases proportionally more
in Eco team, the heterogenous group working in a new area.

The results of this chapter may also be seen from a broader perspective. Rather than
thinking only on scienti�c research, it is possible to extend some of the �ndings to �rms,
both on their internal organization, and on their relation with other �rms.
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Within the �rm, the current chapter may be useful to study the relation between a
principal (manager) and a group of agents (workers) who can either work separate and
independently in their domains of expertise, or can join expertises and work as a team
for a project new for all of them. In particular, my results show that when the principal
cannot enforce the team creation, it is expectable that the agents actually create it, once
the goal that the principal requires is su¢ ciently di¢ cult to be individually obtained.

Considering inter-�rms relations, it is also expectable that �rms decide to coordinate
e¤orts in a new project, when the gains from cooperation compensate the costs of coor-
dination and of entrance in a new project.

The theme of interdisciplinarity has some common features with the area of human
capital and production organized by teams. In particular, this literature provides em-
pirical evidence on an e¤ect that my framework captures: a higher productivity is often
associated with the heterogeneous composition of the teams (e.g., Van der Vegt & Janssen,
2003; Hamilton et al., 2003).

My results also have common features with the literature on incentives and coordina-
tion costs, namely with Dessein et al. (2007). Their work considers the trade-o¤ between
the need to standardize and reduce a duplicated activity inside a �rm, and the impact
that such change in the organizational structure brings in another related task. As in
my question, their decision is whether to keep or not activities working separate and
independently without realizing a synergy. Nevertheless, we di¤er on the focus of the
argument. They endogenously condition the optimality of the decision on the distortions
that it causes in another related task, namely in terms of the incentives to truth revela-
tion of private information. I assume a more general framework (that could be used to
encompass their argument), where costs of interdisciplinarity relate not only with the al-
ternative (rather than sequentially related) scenario of specialization, but also and above
all with the coordination problems among di¤erent parties and with the cost of starting
a new, unknown, project.

Despite the above mentioned relation between my chapter and the existent literature,
up to my knowledge, there are no theoretical developments on interdisciplinarity, and
on its relations with the organizational structure of institutions through incentives. The
current work is a �rst step in �lling this gap.

In the next section, I formally present the model and the structure of the game between
the policymaker and the research institution. In Section 1.3, I discuss the equilibrium
results under alternative settings: when the information between the policymaker and
research institution is perfect and complete; when the choice of the productive inputs and
the acquisition of the adaptative-skills can not be established by contract; and, �nally,
when the funding rules for the prizes are restricted to be equal among all scienti�c �elds.
In this last setting, I explicit analyze what are the main arguments in favour of interdis-
ciplinarity, from the point of view of the research institution. Section 1.4 concludes. All
proofs are in Appendix One.
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1.2 The Model

1.2.1 Specialization and Interdisciplinarity

Let us consider a research institution, call it University, that employs two researchers, each
one with a di¤erent expertise �eld. For simplicity, the researchers are perfectly identi�ed
by their own �eld, that is, researcher A is an expert in scienti�c �eld A, and researcher B
is an expert in scienti�c �eld B. The two scienti�c �elds are di¤erentiated with respect
to their de�ning characteristics: object of study, language, tools. For the purpose of the
current analysis model, I aggregate and reduce those characteristics to a single dimension.
Considering such dimension, assume the di¤erence between A and B is measurable and
equal to one, as Figure 1.1 shows.

0 1

A B

0 1

A B

Figure 1.1: Scienti�c distance between the specialized �elds.

At the University, the research activity may follow one of the two possible disjoint
patterns: specialization or interdisciplinarity.

In the specialized scenario, each researcher i (i = A;B) works separate and inde-
pendently on his �eld of background, producing an amount Yi of specialized knowledge
output, with Ci. Explicitly:

Yi = ei; (1.2.1)

Ci = �i � Yi; i = A;B; (1.2.2)

where ei 2 R+ is the amount of labor input (e¤ort) spent by researcher i, whereas the
cost coe¢ cient �i 2 (0; 1) : Although only the labor input is explicitly included in the
knowledge technology, other factors a¤ecting the production process of Yi can be re�ected
in the value of �i.

The current analysis focus on the perspective of the University, considering it an
uni�ed structure in terms of goals and objectives. In that sense, instead of referring to
two types of researchers, it would be possible to talk about two di¤erent departments or
two areas of research, perfectly coordinated with the organization. For the purpose of
a simpler exposition, let us keep the reference to two researchers, but not including any
informational problem between them and the University. The following two assumptions
serve this purpose.

Assumption 1.1: The labor inputs ei are perfectly observable and veri�able between
the University and its researchers.

Assumption 1.2: The cost coe¢ cients �i are publicly known.
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As an alternative to have each researcher developing specialized knowledge, the Uni-
versity may combine the work of both experts, A and B, for the development of a new
scienti�c discipline, �eld I. In terms of the conjectural dimension for the scienti�c �elds,
the new interdisciplinary I lies between the two areas from which it emerges. As Figure
1.2 represents, I assume that the new I is located at a distance � from �eld A and at a
distance (1� �) from �eld B, with � 2 (0; 1) :

0 1

A B

ρ

I

0 1

A B

ρ

I

Figure 1.2: Relative position of the interdiciplinary �eld I.

Being a location characteristic, � is a basic feature to identify the new �eld I: In
the present setting, it is assumed to be an exogenous parameter. The interdisciplinary
production relies on the collaboration of the two di¤erent experts. The contribution of
each participant is proportional to the distance between his background �eld and the
new I : the closer he is from I, the more important is his expertise for the production
of I: Considering this complementarity property, the production of the interdisciplinary
output, YI ; is described by the following technology:

YI = � � e1��AI � e
�
BI ; (1.2.3)

where � 2 R+ is a scaling technological parameter and eiI identi�es the amount of labour
input of researcher i to output I; i = A;B.

Given the relative distribution of the three scienti�c �elds and the way it is related
with the parameter �; it is possible to center the analysis on the case of � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
, that

is, on the case where researcher A is the closest to I: The generalization for the remaining
domain of � is straightforward. Only when opportune, I emphasize the symmetric case of
� 2

�
1
2
; 1
�
; or the even situation of � = 1

2
:

For the University, the cost of producing interdisciplinary output re�ects, on the one
hand, the opportunity cost of the resources employed in production, eAI and eBI , and, on
the other hand, the di¢ culties underlying the development of a new and unexplored �eld.
These di¢ culties may, however, decrease if there is an extra-involvement of the researchers,
that is, if the University invests in the adaptative-skills of its workers. Inspired in the
concept of individual�s innovative behavior of Van der Vegt & Janssen (2003), I de�ne
the adaptative-skills of a researcher as the intentional exercise of intellectual �exibility,
in order to decrease the individual marginal cost of working in the interdisciplinary �eld.
The acquisition of these skills describes, on a static framework as the current one, the
process of learning the basic characteristics (language, tools) of the new �eld. Once such
investment is made, the researcher is able to work on the new �eld in a less costly way. A
binary variable �i identi�es whether researcher i (i = A;B) acquires such adaptative-skills
(�i = 1) or not (�i = 0) :
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Considering these characteristics, the cost of the University to produce interdiscipli-
nary research can, then, be formulated as:

CI =

�
�+ �A
1� �

�
(1� ��A) eAI +

�
1� �+ �B

�

�
(1� (1� �) �B) eBI +

�

1� ��A+
1� �
�
�B:

(1.2.4)
This formalization makes explicit that the acquisition of adaptative-skills for researcher
i reduces his marginal cost of e¤ort: for researcher A from

�
�+�A
1��

�
to (�+ �A) ; and for

researcher B from
�
1��+�B

�

�
to (1� �+ �B). Let mi be the marginal cost of ei before

the investment in his adaptative-skills, i.e., mA =
�+�A
1�� and mB =

1��+�B
�

: The function
(1.2.4) can be re-written as:

CI = mA (1� ��A) eAI +mB (1� (1� �) �B) eBI +
�

1� ��A +
1� �
�
�B: (1.2.5)

The �rst two terms in the cost function refer to the cost of the inputs eiI : I refer to
them as the productive cost. The higher the scienti�c distance between the original �eld
of researcher i and the new �eld I; the higher the productive cost: By mA and mB; the
marginal cost of e¤ort for researcher A is then increasing with �; whereas the marginal
cost of e¤ort B is decreasing with �: The investment in the adaptative-skills, �i = 1;

decreases the marginal cost of eiI :

To bene�t from adaptative-skills it is necessary to invest on them. The last two terms
in function (1.2.5) re�ect the cost of these investments. I assume the cost of acquiring
adaptative-skills is proportional to the distance �:

Comparing both bene�ts and costs of the adaptative-skills, it is possible to establish
the following lemma.

Lemma 1.2.1 A University interested in minimizing the cost of producing interdisci-
plinary research, invests in the adaptative-skills of a researcher only when it employs a
su¢ ciently large amount of his labor input: it invests on adaptative-skills of researcher A
when eAI � 1

�+�A
, and of researcher B when eBI � 1

1��+�B :

1.2.2 The Value of Knowledge and the Reward System

Let us consider the existence of a government (the Government), with an endowment of
G monetary resources (exogenous in the current setting). The University may receive
these resources through a mechanism of prizes. Acting as an advocate for society, the
role of the Government is to de�ne the monetary amount of the prize in each �eld i; gi
(i = A;B; I), as well as the criterion and respective threshold that the University must
ful�ll in order to receive that prize. The criterion to receive the prize is unique and de�ned
in terms of a requirement of minimum output ~yi: This means that the University receives
gi monetary units, if its production in �eld i is at least ~yi. Following what is common
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in the literature, this required minimum performance may also be denominated as the
standard (e.g., Costrell, 1994; or Betts, 1998).

Being aware, not only of a budget constraint ofGmonetary units, but also that special-
ization and interdisciplinarity are two disjoint scenarios, the problem of the Government
in choosing the funding rules can be de�ned as follows.

G1) In the specialized scenario,

max
(gi;~yi)i=A;B

VAB [YA (gA; ~yA) ; YB (gB; ~yB)]

s:t:

�
gA + gB � G;
�univ � 0;

where Yi (gi; ~yi) is the knowledge produced by the University in �eld i (i =
A;B), function of the funding rules for �eld i, and VAB measures the social
value of the specialized outputs. Since the welfare function VAB captures the
bene�ts that knowledge brings to the society, I assume it is increasing in its
arguments, that is, @VAB

@Yi
> 0: For simplicity, I assume additive separability in

the social value of the specialized �elds:

VAB [YA (gA; ~yA) ; YB (gB; ~yB)] = VA [YA (gA; ~yA)] + VB [YB (gB; ~yB)] ;

where the social value of each specialization is given by an increasing and
concave function: V 0i > 0; V

00
i � 0: The generic speci�cation of Vi is compatible

with the possibility of A and B being di¤erently important for society.

G2) In the interdisciplinary scenario,

max
(gI ;~yI)

VI [YI (gI ; ~yI)]

s:t:

�
gI � G;
�univ � 0;

where YI (gI ; ~yI) is the knowledge produced by the University in �eld I, function
of the funding rules for �eld I, and VI the social value of interdisciplinary
research. For the sake of simplicity, I assume @VI

@YI
> 0:

After knowing the funding rules de�ned by the Government, the problem of the Uni-
versity can be seen in two stages:

- �rst, to decide the type of research to be developed, that is, whether the researchers
should produce specialized knowledges A and B, collaborate in the interdisciplinary
�eld I, or should not produce any research at all (this outside option is assumed to
yield zero pro�t);

- second, to choose the amount of resources to employ in each type of research.
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U1) In case of specialization, the amount of labor used in each project (eA; eB)
solves

max
(eA;eB)

X
i=A;B

gi � Ci(ei)

s:t: gi > 0 only if Yi(ei) � ~yi , i = A;B;

U2) In case of interdisciplinarity, the amount of inputs employed in the new �eld
I (eAI ; eBI), and the investment in the adaptative-skills of the researchers
(�A; �B) are chosen in agreement with

max
(eAI ;eBI ;�A;�B)

gI � CI(eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B)

s:t: gI > 0 only if YI(eAI ; eBI) � ~yI :

Without introducing any uncertainty for the outputs and for the rewards, as well as
assuming full commitment from both participants, Government and University, the timing
of the game is completely described by a two stages sequence: �rst, the Government
announces the funding rules (gi; ~yi) ; i = A;B; I; second, the University decides on the
type of research, on the amount of productive resources, and on the acquisition of the
adaptative-skills.

The predictions of the model are presented in the following section, where alternative
informational contexts are analyzed. The �rst, the benchmark situation, deals with com-
plete and perfect information among the Government and the University, as well as no
restriction in the funding rules. This means that, when de�ning the rules for the prizes,
the Government is able to delineate all the decisions of the University. In the second
scenario,there is the introduction of non-contractibility on the choice of the inputs and
on the acquisition of adaptative-skills, but allowing for distinct funding rules per �eld.
In the last setting, imposing the restriction of a unique funding policy for all the three
scienti�c �elds, I analyze the moral-hazard problem on the choice of the type of research.
I then discuss the reasons underlying the preferences of the University between special-
ization and interdisciplinarity. In all these three contexts, I apply the solution concept of
Sub-game Perfect Nash equilibrium.
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1.3 The Equilibrium

1.3.1 The Benchmark

Consider �rst that there is complete and perfect information between the Government
and the University. With all the research choice variables being contractible, the Gov-
ernment decides: whether it asks the University to undertake the specialized research or
interdisciplinarity, what is the amount of the labor inputs that should be employed in
each type of research, and in the case of interdisciplinarity whether there is an investment
in the adaptative-skills of the researchers. Given the budget restriction of G monetary
units, the Government establishes the value of the prize for each �eld, ensuring that the
University is willing to participate in such contract.

Backward induction leads to the optimal solution. Thus, let us proceed analyzing the
result for each type of research. At the end, the comparison of both specialization and
interdisciplinary scenarios, allows to conclude which is socially preferred.

Proposition 1.3.1 Assuming complete and perfect information between the Government
and the University, the social optimal solution for the specialized research satis�es the
following conditions:

i) relative marginal bene�t equals to relative marginal cost

@vA
@YA

(eA)
@vB
@YB

(eB)
=
�A
�B
; (1.3.1)

ii) zero-pro�t for the University

�i (gi; ei) = 0, i = A;B; (1.3.2)

iii) exhausting of Governmental budget

gA + gB = G: (1.3.3)

When the decision is for specialization, e¢ ciency drives to the exhausting budget con-
dition (1.3.3), since no alternative use is considered for the monetary resources G:With a
higher prize, the University is willing to employ more (costly) resources ei. Nevertheless,
due to the symmetry of information, the Government is able to exactly compensate the
University for its production costs. Thus, the optimal level of production for the special-
ized projects yields zero pro�t for the University, the same as its outside option, according
to (1.3.2). This result links the monetary value of the prizes with the amount of resources
spent in production.

Due to the budget constraint, an increase in the production of one specialized out-
put translates in a reduction of the other specialization. From condition (1.3.1), and as
expected, the optimal solution for society equates the relative marginal bene�t of each
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knowledge with its relative marginal cost.

Denote by e�i the optimal inputs level of input that is obtained from the previous
proposition, and by y�i the associated knowledge production, i = A;B: The maximum
social welfare under this choice for the specialized research comes as V �AB =

P
i=A;B Vi (y

�
i ) :

For the alternative interdisciplinary scenario, it is possible to anticipate that some
of the previous results remain valid. In the social optimum solution, both arguments
of e¢ ciency and symmetry of information still apply and, hence, both results of budget
constraint exhaustion and zero pro�t are binding.

Di¤ering from the specialized scenario, however, the social welfare function VI is in-
creasing in only one argument, YI ; which enable us to derive explicit functions for the
optimal level of the inputs. The best decision concerning the investment on the adaptative-
skills of the researchers follows in a straightforward way.

Proposition 1.3.2 Assuming complete and perfect information between the Government
and the University, the social optimal interdisciplinary solution is de�ned by:

e�AI =
gI � �

1���A �
1��
�
�B

mA � (1� ��A) � 1
(1��)

; (1.3.4)

e�BI =
gI � �

1���A �
1��
�
�B

mB � [1� (1� �) �B] � 1�
; (1.3.5)

�I (gI ; e
�
AI ; e

�
BI ; �A; �B) = 0; (1.3.6)

gI = G; (1.3.7)

and, therefore, the associated social optimal interdisciplinary output is

y�I (�A; �B) = �
G� �

1���A �
1��
�
�B

m1��
A m�

B

�
1���A
1��

�1�� �
1�(1��)�B

�

�� : (1.3.8)

The social optimal investment on the adaptative-skills of the researchers depends pos-
itively on the monetary resources G: For � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
; the explicit conditions for optimal

(�A; �B) are:

(��A; �
�
B) =

8>><>>:
(0; 0) when 0 � G � �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
;

(1; 0) when �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
� G � 1��

�(1���) +
�
1�� ;

(1; 1) when G � 1��
�(1���) +

�
1�� :

Because the social optimal interdisciplinary solution maximizes the output YI , the
investment on the adaptative-skills should only be made when it induces an increase on
YI : For a small budget G, the best option is to spent it only on the productive inputs and
not on the adaptative-skills. At an intermediate level of G, it pays to invest in one of the
researchers, the closest to I; who is collaborating more in production and has the smallest
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cost to acquire the adaptative-skills.4 For a su¢ ciently high budget, the welfare maxi-
mizing decision is to invest in both adaptative-skills. Formally, the conditions for optimal
(�A; �B) come from the upper-envelope curve of y�I (�A; �B), considering the di¤erent pos-
sible combinations of (�A; �B) : It is then possible to depict the optimal interdisciplinary
production as a function of G (please refer to Figure 1.3).

G
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Figure 1.3: Social optimal interdisciplinary output, for � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
.

Some comparative statics results follow from the previous proposition.

Corollary 1.3.1 The optimal involvement of a researcher i in the common project, e�iI
(i = A;B) increases when: i) his cost coe¢ cient �i decreases, or ii) he acquires adaptative-
skills (�i = 1) : When the other researcher j acquires adaptative-skills (�j = 1) ; e�iI de-
creases, j 6= i: For � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
; a marginal increase in � : i) has a negative impact on e�AI

when the optimal decision on adaptative-skills is (��A; �
�
B) = (0; 0) or (��A; �

�
B) = (1; 0),

and when (��A; �
�
B) = (1; 1) for G > 1�2�2

�2
; ii) has a positive impact on e�BI , when the

combination (�A; �B) is the optimal one.

When the productive marginal cost of a researcher increases through �i, the optimal
solution requires that i�s marginal bene�t also increases. Since i�s marginal bene�t is
decreasing in eiI , I obtain that his optimal level of involvement in interdisciplinarity
decreases, @e

�
iI

@�i
< 0.

The acquisition of adaptative-skills has a double e¤ect. On the one hand, the invest-
ment on such skills lowers the budget available to compensate the employment of inputs,
decreasing e�iI : On the other hand, the researcher acquiring the adaptative-skills lowers
his productive marginal cost, and therefore he should work more on the common project.
At the optimal combination (��A; �

�
B) : for the researcher acquiring the adaptative-skills,

it dominates the decreasing marginal cost e¤ect and, therefore, @e
�
iI

@�i
> 0; for the other

4This means that for � 2
�
0; 12
�
researcher A should have adaptative-skills, for � 2

�
1
2 ; 1
�
researcher

B is the chosen one, and for � = 1
2 it is indi¤erent whether the acquisition is for A or B (but not both).
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researcher, however, it only exists the negative e¤ect of a smaller budget, resulting in
@e�jI
@�i

< 0 (or, equivalently, @e
�
iI

@�j
< 0).

When � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
and it increases marginally (meaning that after the change, � is still

in the same interval) two e¤ects happen. First, A�s e¤ort becomes more costly. Second,
it increases the cost of investing in A�s adaptative-skills, reducing the budget available
to remunerate the productive e¤orts. Both e¤ects have a negative impact on e�AI and,
therefore, @e

�
AI

@�
(��A; �

�
B) < 0: By opposite argument, as � increases, I becomes closer to B

and, hence, it is optimal to increase e�BI ; i.e.,
@e�BI
@�
(��A; �

�
B) > 0:When (�

�
A; �

�
B) = (1; 1) the

condition of G > 1�2�2
�2

ensures that the increase in the available budget due to a smaller
cost of investing in B�s adaptative-skills is not su¢ ciently powerful to invert the sign of
@e�AI
@�
:

From the previous proposition, it is also possible to derive some results of comparative
statics for the optimal interdisciplinary production.

Corollary 1.3.2 The optimal interdisciplinary production level, y�I ; decreases with an
increase of i�s cost coe¢ cient, �i; i = A;B. For � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
and �A = �B = �; a marginal

increase in � decreases y�I : i) when (�
�
A; �

�
B) = (0; 0) ; or (1; 1) ; ii) or when (�

�
A; �

�
B) = (1; 0)

and the researcher B has a high relative marginal cost, that is, log
�
mB

mA
� 1
�

�
> 1� 1

mA
+

1
mB
+ 1

�(1��) :

As it follows from the negative relation between e�iI and �i, whenever the productive
marginal cost of at least one of the researchers increases, the maximum possible output
decreases, @y

�
I

@�i
< 0:

The response of y�I to a change in � is ambiguous, since � has opposite e¤ects on
both e�AI and e

�
BI , and also because � de�nes the importance of each researcher in the

interdisciplinary production technology (1.2.3). Nevertheless, when researchers have equal
cost coe¢ cients, �A = �B = �; and researcher B�s relative marginal cost is su¢ ciently
high, I may anticipate that a marginal increase in � has a negative impact on y�I ; as
Figure 1.4 shows. Intuitively, when � gets closer to 1

2
; and because A�s collaboration

is still more relevant for the interdisciplinary production, the increase in his cost is not
totally compensated by the decrease in B�s cost. As a result, the optimal output level
decreases.
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Figure 1.4: How y�I changes when � increases, for � 2
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0; 1

2

�
:

When y�I (1; 0) ; the lack of ambiguity is only solved for a researcher B with su¢ ciently

high marginal cost, that is, for log
�
mB

mA

1
�

�
> 1� 1

mA
+ 1
mB
+ 1
�(1��) : This condition guarantees

that the negative impact that � has on e�AI dominates over the positive e¤ect that it has on
e�BI : To better understand the need for this condition, notice that at the starting situation,
A has a relatively higher participation in the production process than B. This is due to
�eld I being closer to A, � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
; and because A is less costly in production than B,

by (�A; �B) = (1; 0) and �A = �B = �. When A collaborates more, the interdisciplinary
technology (Cobb-Douglas) claims that I are less willing to give up of B�s participation.
Therefore the ambiguity of ��s impact over y�I only vanishes when B�s collaboration is
very small, so that the negative impact of @e�AI

@�
dominates over the positive impact of

@e�BI
@�
: A su¢ ciently high productive marginal cost for researcher B ensures that small

collaboration.

With the social optimal interdisciplinary production de�ned by the previous propo-
sition, it is possible to represent the interdisciplinary social value by V �I (y

�
I ) : It follows

that, for a given G; the social optimal decision is to have interdisciplinarity whenever
V �I (y

�
I ) � V �AB (y�A; y�B) : As modeled, the functions V re�ect the bene�ts for society from

each type of research. Without entering in a normative comparison of such bene�ts, it is
possible to advance that di¤erent types of interdisciplinarity (here re�ected in the value
of �) may lead to di¤erent social optimal decisions. In fact, as latter is made explicit, a
more central interdisciplinarity may be too costly to undertake.
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1.3.2 When resources and adaptative-skills are non-contractible

When de�ning the rules of the prizes, the Government may establish the monetary values
gi; i = A;B; I; conditional on the production level, ~yi: Given that there is no uncer-
tainty in the production, these funding rules determine the level of the productive e¤orts.
Furthermore, since (gi; ~yi) can di¤er between �elds, there is still su¢ ciently �exibility to
choose the �rst-best option of the Government, namely in terms of the type of research.
However, it may be interesting to study how the decision variables of the University, ef-
forts and acquisition of the adaptative-skills, depend on the funding rules. This section
analyses it in detail.

The choice variables of the Government are now: �rst, the type of research, special-
ization or interdisciplinarity; second, the funding rules for specialization, (gA; ~yA) and
(gB; ~yB) ; and for interdisciplinarity, (gI ; ~yI) :

Once accepting the proposal of the Government, and facing a discrete-type of re-
ward (getting or not the prize), the University decides on the resources spent, and on
the investment in the adaptative-skills. Because there is no extra-bene�t of producing
above the required standard, a pro�t maximizer institution seeks the most e¢ cient way
of producing, at most, that level.5

Proposition 1.3.3 Given the funding policy for �eld i; (~yi; gi) ; i = A;B; I; the best
choice for the University is:

a) under specialization
eUi = ~yi , i = A;B; (1.3.9)

b) under interdisciplinarity8<: eUAI = ~yI �
h
mB

mA
�
�

1��
1���A

��
1�(1��)�B

�

�i�
� 1
�
;

eUBI = ~yI �
h
mA

mB
�
�

�
1�(1��)�B

��
1���A
1��

�i1��
� 1
�
:

(1.3.10)

The investment in the adaptative-skills is increasing in both policy variables, ~yI and
gI : for smaller values gI and ~yI ; the University prefers not to acquire any adaptative-
skills; for intermediate gI and ~yI ; it invests in the researcher that is closer to �eld I;
and for high values of gI and ~yI ; it acquires both adaptative-skills. When � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
;

the relevant thresholds for acquiring adaptative-skills of A are (~yI ; gI) = (~y00I ; g
00
I ) =

= (�m��1
A m��

B

�
�
1��

�
��
��

1
1��

�1��
� 1
��1

; �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
)

and for the adaptative - skills of B are (~yI ; gI) = (~y10I ; g
10
I ) =

= (�m��1
A m��

B

�
1��
�

� h�
1
�

��
� 1
i�1

; (1��)
2+�2(1���)

�(1��)(1���) ):

The outside option of no research is preferred: i) to specialization when the standard

5This conclusion is in line with Result 1 of Betts (1998).

18



~yi is at least
gi
�i
, i = A;B; ii) and to interdisciplinarity when ~yI is at least

~y11I = �m��1
A m��

B

�
gI � �

1�� �
1��
�

�
.

As in the benchmark situation, the acquisition of the adaptative-skills depends posi-
tively on the amount of funds available for the interdisciplinary project. Having to choose
how to spend the funds, the priority is to remunerate the inputs necessary to produce
and, only after, to invest in more e¢ cient ways of producing.

More interesting is to notice that, even if the prize gI allows to acquire adaptative-
skills, the optimal decision is contingent on ~yI : As the required production increases, it
also increases the e¤ort the researchers must exert to accomplish it. But the higher the
e¤ort, the higher the bene�ts of acquiring adaptative-skills. Thus, only when the pol-
icy is su¢ ciently demanding, the investment is made. This result follows from Lemma
1.2.1 . Formally, I can derive the conditions for University�s best choice (�A; �B) through
the upper envelope-curve of the pro�t curves �UI (�A; �B), when considering the di¤erent
possible combinations of (�A; �B) : Figure 1.5 illustrates the reasoning, plotting the maxi-
mum interdisciplinary pro�t of the University as a function of the standard ~yI . The �gure
stands for the case of a prize su¢ ciently high to allow the acquisition of skills for both
researchers, i.e., gI � g10I .
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Figure 1.5: Maximum interdisciplinary pro�t, for � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
:

From the solution of the interdisciplinary problem stated in Proposition 1.3.3, it is
possible to derive some comparative statics results.

Corollary 1.3.3 At the optimal solution for the University, the e¤ort of researcher i in
the interdisciplinary project, eUiI ; increases when: i) his cost coe¢ cient �i decreases, or
the cost coe¢ cient of the other researcher �j increases, ii) he acquires adaptative-skills
(�i = 1), or the other expert does not (�j = 0), j 6= i. A negative relation between eUAI and
� is guaranteed when (1���A)mA

[1�(1��)�B ]mB
> 1��

�
:
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To produce the required ~yI at the most e¢ cient way, whenever the productive mar-
ginal cost of one expert decreases, the University should increase his contribution for the
common project, so that @eUiI

@�i
< 0. By a similar argument, and using the complementary

characteristic of interdisciplinarity, i should work more when j�s marginal cost increases,
@eUiI
@�j

> 0. Since the productive marginal cost of the researchers depends negatively on

the acquisition of the adaptative-skills, in the optimal solution @eUiI
@�i

> 0 and @eUiI
@�j

< 0:

Regarding the impact of the distance parameter � on the level of e¤orts chosen by the
University, opposite e¤ects emerge. Because � determines not only the cost of producing
the interdisciplinary output, but also the process of production itself, ambiguity is solved
when the relative marginal cost of eAI is higher than the relative importance of eAI for
the interdisciplinary production. Under such restriction, a negative relation between eUAI
and � stands out.

Corollary 1.3.4 Given the funding policy of the Government for interdisciplinarity
(~yI ; gI) ; the maximum pro�t that the University may obtain with this type of research,
conditional on the acquisition or not of the adaptative-skills, is given by

�UI (�A; �B) = gI �
�

1� ��A �
1� �
�
�B �

~yI
�
� [mA (1� ��A)]1�� �

� [mB (1� (1� �) �B)]� �
"�
1� �
�

��
+

�
�

1� �

�1��#
;

which increases with: i) a higher value of the prize, gI ; and ii) a smaller productive
marginal cost for the researchers; �i.

When � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
and �A = �B = �; a marginal increase in � decreases �UI (�A; �B),

when i) (�A; �B) = (0; 0) ; ii) (�A; �B) = (1; 0) and log
�
mB

�mA

�
> �

1��+� ; or iii) (�A; �B) =

(1; 1) and log
�
mB

mA

�
> �2 + 1+�

1��+� �
1+�
�+�

+ ~yI
�
�

1
�2
� 1

(1��)2

m�
Bm

1��
A

:

The achievement of a given standard, with higher productive marginal costs, necessar-
ily leads to a smaller interdisciplinary pro�t, meaning that @�

U
I

@�i
(�A; �B) < 0: Considering

the e¤ect of � in the interdisciplinary pro�t, the conclusion is ambiguous for general values
of the parameters. Nevertheless, when �A = �B = � and the researcher B (the researcher

furthest from I) is su¢ ciently costly, I may conclude that @�
MU
I

@�
(�A; �B) < 0:

In the particular setting of our analysis, two characteristics have a signi�cative role for
the results. First, the lack of incentive of the University to exceed the standard, o¤sets
the potential asymmetric information problem. Second, since the funding rules may di¤er
between �elds, the Government has enough �exibility to implement the �rst-best solution.

Corollary 1.3.5 Let (eA; eB) and (�A; �B) be non-veri�able. Assuming that the Gov-
ernment can choose di¤erent funding policies (~yi; gi) for each �eld i (i = A;B; I) ; it is
still possible to achieve the �rst-best solution. Then, the funding rules for the specialized
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projects must be ~yA = y�A; ~yB = y�B; gA = �A � y�A; and gB = �B � y�B; whereas for the
interdisciplinary research ~yI (�A; �B) = y�I (�A; �B) ; and gI = G:

6

The �nal decision on which type of research must be contracted, follows from the
comparison of the maximum social welfare on both situations. Interdisciplinarity is the
best choice for the society when VI (~yI) � VAB (~yA; ~yB) :

1.3.3 When the funding policy is restricted

Suppose now that the type of research to implement is a decision of the University. For
that, let us assume that the Government is restricted to an unique funding rule, common
to the three scienti�c disciplines: (~yi; gi) = (~y; g) ; i = A;B; I: As a consequence, the
timing of decisions is:

1. the Government chooses the funding rule (~y; g) ;

2. once knowing the rule, the University decides,

i) whether the researchers work separately on their specialized �elds, collaborate
with each other on the interdisciplinary �eld I; or undertake the alternative
outside option of no research;

ii) the amount of resources to employ in the research, and the acquisition of the
adaptative-skills.

At a �rst glance, it may seem that specialization is being favoured by the funding rule,
since it enables the University to receive 2g, whereas interdisciplinarity, at most, yields
g. Specialization can, therefore, appear as the obvious choice for the University. As I
show, it is not always so. Interdisciplinary research can still be the best option for a pro�t
maximizer organization.

In order to centralize the discussion on the comparison between specialization and
interdisciplinarity, rather than in potential asymmetries of costs between the two original
�elds A and B; I use the following assumption:

Assumption 2: The researchers have equal cost coe¢ cients, i.e., �A = �B = �:

The main results remain valid under more general conditions. In the end of this
section, I brie�y comment the case of �A 6= �B:
The comparison between the pro�tability of the two types of research depends on the

value of the parameters, and the two following propositions stand out the main results.

6The symbol (�) means that the value of the variables is the same as in �rst-best (please refer to the
benchmark model, Propositions 1.3.1 and 1.3.2).
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Proposition 1.3.4 Let the governmental funding policy be de�ned per scienti�c project,
and equal on all �elds, i.e., (~yi; gi) = (~y; g) ; i = A;B; I: Then, the University prefers to
develop the interdisciplinary research when the required standard is su¢ ciently high.

I start by illustrating the reasoning using a graph. The relative position of the two
pro�t curves, under specialization and under interdisciplinarity, depends on the value of
parameters. As such, Figure 1.6 considers the case of 2��

m1��
A m�

B

2 (1��[2��(2��
�)�g(1��)(1���)]
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Figure 1.6: Specialized pro�t (�AB) and interdisciplinary pro�t (�I), for � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
:

When the requirement of production is small (below ~y10AB;I), the cost of joining both
researchers in the unique project on a new area, where both have to go native, does not
compensate the reward of two specialized projects. Therefore, the most rewarding option
is to keep both researchers working in their expertise areas, and applying for two separate
prizes.

When the funding policy is su¢ ciently demanding (above ~y10AB;I), the conclusion re-
verses. A larger output level is less costly to produce when the University combines the
work of the two di¤erent experts. Complementarity generates productivity gains that
are not possible to achieve under specialization. This cooperative advantage is reinforced
by a potential smaller cost, due to the acquisition of adaptative-skills. Together, for a
su¢ ciently high production level, these two characteristics result in such a smaller cost
for interdisciplinary research that more than compensates its initial disfavored position
on the reward scheme.

Although interdisciplinarity may be a better option than specialization for a stan-
dard above ~y10AB;I ; when the requirement is too much demanding (higher than ~y

11); the
University prefers not to apply to any prize at all.

From this analysis, it is possible to infer that the comparison between the pro�tability
of each type of research depends on the value of the parameters. The comparative statistic
result then follows.
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Proposition 1.3.5 Let (eA; eB) and (�A; �B) be non-contractible and the funding policy
(~y; g) be unique for all possible �elds. Then, under Assumption 2 and � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
:

a) an increase in the cost coe¢ cient of the researchers, �; favors the choice for inter-
disciplinarity;

b) an increase in � favors the choice for specialization, when the relative marginal cost

of researcher B is su¢ ciently high, i.e., when: i) log
�
mB

�mA

�
> �

1��+� if the optimal

(�A; �B) = (1; 0) ; and ii) log
�
mB

mA

�
> �2+ 1+�

1��+��
1+�
�+�
+ ~yI

�
�

1
�2
� 1

(1��)2

m�
Bm

1��
A

if the optimal

(�A; �B) = (1; 1) :

Because the coe¢ cient � stands for the productive marginal cost of the researchers, it
a¤ects both interdisciplinarity and specialization. When outputs are separately produced,
as in the specialized scenario, an increase in the individual marginal cost a¤ects the cost
structures of both �elds A and B, in a direct proportion to the e¤ort of the researchers.
When both researchers interact, though, the change leads to a reallocation on the indi-
vidual contributions for the common project I. As a result, interdisciplinary research is
less penalized by an increase in �.

The distance parameter � is only relevant for the interdisciplinary option, but it in-
�uences in several opposite ways. On the one hand, when � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
and it increases

marginally, it becomes more costly for A to collaborate in the production and to acquire
adaptative-skills. For researcher B the impact is reversed, thus creating an ambiguity
on the interdisciplinary pro�t. When the relative marginal cost of B is su¢ ciently high,
his collaboration in the common project is small enough to guarantee that the negative
result of A dominates. Intuitively, whenever � gets closer to 1

2
; but still B�s higher familiar-

ity with the new discipline does not compensates A�s higher di¢ culty, interdisciplinarity
becomes less interesting for the University.

Restricted funding policy and �A 6= �B

Consider now the case where the two specialized �elds A and B have di¤erent cost coef-
�cients. In particular, let �A > �B : �A = ��B, � > 1:

As far as the specialized projects are concerned, the maximum value of ~y that makes
the University indi¤erent between participating or not, is now di¤erent for each �eld.
In fact, until ~y = g

�B
the University is willing to develop specialized output B, but it

produces output A only if ~y � g
�A
: For such case of interest, �A > �B; this means that

when the required standard is su¢ ciently high, only the specialized �eld B is relevant for
the University. Figure 1.7 illustrates the argument.
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Figure 1.7: Specialized pro�t when �A > �B:

To compare the maximum pro�t of the University under specialization and under
interdisciplinarity, I have to consider that B alone may be a relevant choice. Despite this
new fact, Proposition 1.3.4 still holds, since the University still prefers to develop the
interdisciplinary research when the required standard ~y is su¢ ciently high.

Regarding Proposition 1.3.5, the impact that an increase in the marginal cost of one
of the specialized �elds, �i (i = A;B) ; has on the choice between specialization and
interdisciplinarity is now dependent on the distance parameter, �.

Proposition 1.3.6 Let (eA; eB) and (�A; �B) be non-contractible and the funding policy
(~y; g) be unique for all possible �elds. Assume di¤erent cost coe¢ cients, such that �A >
�B: Then,

a) in the case where the specialization in �eld B, alone, is never an optimal choice
for the University, the impact that an increase in �i has on the choice between
specialization and interdisciplinarity depends on � : i) an increase on �A favors
interdisciplinarity if 1+�A

�B
> 1��

�
; ii) and increase on �B favors interdisciplinarity if

1+�B
�A

> �
1�� ;

b) in the case where the specialization in �eld B, alone, may be an optimal choice for the
University: i) an increase in �A enlarges the range of the standard ~y where only B is
chosen, making interdisciplinarity less interesting for the University; ii) an increase
in �B has the opposite e¤ect, that is, it favours the choice of interdisciplinarity,

when � > 1
��

�
mA

mB

�1��
:

Changing �; and therefore the location of �eld I; has similar results to the ones de-
scribed in Proposition 1.3.5.
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1.4 Conclusion

Interdisciplinarity, the development of a new scienti�c discipline with foundations in well-
established disciplines, has recently gain visibility as a promising way of solving complex
questions of societies. Despite this renowned importance, scholars and scienti�c insti-
tutions do not always share this enthusiasm when deciding the allocation of research
resources. This chapter shows that under a horizontal di¤erentiation of scienti�c exper-
tises it is e¢ cient to combine them in a new �eld, only when the resulting complementary
gains compensate the entrance and coordination costs. When the goal to achieve is minor,
it is expectable researchers work separate and independently in their expertise �elds. Nev-
ertheless, when the goal is su¢ ciently audacious, the productive gains from cooperation
make interdisciplinarity a more bene�c pattern than specialization.

In this chapter I take the perspective of a research organization, an university, whose
activities receive a reward from a policymaker, a government, in the form of prizes. In this
case, the university seeks to match at most the required standard, since it has no extra-
reward from producing above it. The �rst-best solution is achievable whenever the type
of research is contractible and the funding rules di¤er between �elds. The acquisition of
adaptative-skills is optimal, not only when the value of the prize is su¢ cient to pay for such
investment, but also when the saving in cost that they allow, compensates the investment.
The acquisition of the adaptative-skills is, then, conditional on a high interdisciplinary
production.

When the government is restricted to establish a unique funding rule, common to all
�elds, the type of research is decided by the university. It may seem that specialization is
favored, due to its potential higher revenue and less disadvantaged cost structure. Never-
theless, when the required production is su¢ ciently high, interdisciplinarity becomes the
best option, due to complementarity gains in production. An excessively high production
requirement, however, discourages the development of any type of research.

Besides gains from complementary inputs, the preference of the university for inter-
disciplinarity is also a¤ected by two other factors.

First, the cost of the traditional �elds. Higher cost makes both specialized and inter-
disciplinary research more expensive. Due to the presence of complementarity in interdis-
ciplinary production, it is possible to reallocate the contribution of each research. This is,
however, not possible for specialization. As a consequence, interdisciplinarity is relatively
favored by an increase in these innate costs. In other words, we expect that institutions
with higher costs, thus less e¢ cient in producing the traditional �elds of research, do
consider interdisciplinarity as a more interesting option.

Second, when the interdisciplinary �eld is more central so that no researcher is par-
ticularly familiar with it, specialization is a better alternative for the research institution.
In this case, the increase in the cost of the e¤ort of the closest researcher, and therefore
also the one whose involvement is more important, may be too high.

The results in this chapter can be applied to a broader range of problems. In particular,
it is possible to link them to the organizational structure of �rms. From an internal
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perspective, they can be applied to a �rm that faces the possibility of having two units
operating separate and independently in two known domains, or to allocate them in a
new and cooperative one.

The present work may also be linked with problems in mergers of �rms, when it
involves the exploration of a new area of business, with which no partner is familiar.

The aim of this chapter is not to discuss organizational or informational issues between
the employer organization, the university, and its workers. By de�nition, interdisciplinar-
ity relies on the collaboration between di¤erent researchers, with di¤erent scienti�c back-
grounds. Con�ict of interests may then arise within the interdisciplinary group, making
relevant the design not only of the internal organization among researchers, but also of
the relation between the group and the host-research institution. In future work, I plan
to develop these issues.

It is worthy emphasizing the pertinent conclusion that interdisciplinarity may be an
interesting option for research institutions, once the cost of opening the new scienti�c path
is overcome. Besides the support that policymakers can give to institutions, ensuring the
monetary means to face this cost, their role is crucial to guarantee that the performance
required is su¢ ciently high to be worth going through di¢ culties.

1.5 Appendix One

Proof of Lemma 1.2.1. By the de�nition of the interdisciplinary cost CI in (1.2.5), if
there is no acquisition of adaptative-skills of researcher A, the cost of the interdisciplinary
project is:

CI = mAeA +mB [1� (1� �) �B] eB +
1� �
�
�B:

When there is an investment in A�s adaptative-skills:

CI = (�+ �A)eA +mB [1� (1� �) �B] eB +
�

1� � +
1� �
�
�B:

Comparing both situations, it is cost minimizing to invest in A�s adaptative-skills i¤:

eA �
1

�+ �A
:

Similar reasoning can be developed for the adaptative-skills of B.

Proof of Proposition 1.3.1. In the benchmark situation, when the Government
asks for specialized research, the problem may be formalized as:

max
(eA;eB ;gA;gB)

VAB =
X
i=A;B

Vi [Yi (ei)]

s:t:

�
�i = gi � Ci (ei) � 0; i = A;B;
gA + gB � G;
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where the production functions Yi (ei) and the cost functions Ci (ei) are given by (1.2.1)
and (1.2.2), respectively. The �rst-order conditions are:8>>>>><>>>>>:

@Vi
@Yi

@Yi
@ei
(ei) = �i�i;

�i = �3;

�i (gi � �iei) = 0;
�3 (gA + gB �G) = 0;
�i � 0; �3 � 0;

i = A;B;

where �i is the Lagrangian-multiplier associated with the participation constraint on
specialized �eld i; and �3 is the Lagrangian-multiplier for the budget constraint.

From the assumptions on Vi and on �i, it follows that all �-multipliers are strictly
positive and, hence, all constraints are binding, in the optimum.

Furthermore, from the assumptions on Vi and on the linearity of costs, �rst-order
conditions are also su¢ cient to obtain a maximum.

Proof of Proposition 1.3.2. In the benchmark situation, when the Government
asks for the interdisciplinary research, the optimal contract solves

max
(eAI ;eBI ;�A;�B ;gI)

VI [YI (eAI ; eBI)]

s:t:

�
�I = gI � CI(eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) � 0;
gI � G;

where the production function YI is presented in (1.2.3) and the cost function CI in (1.2.5).

For simplicity, I divide the resolution of this problem in two steps:

- 1st step: optimal (eAI ; eBI ; gI) :

The �rst-order conditions to obtain the optimal level of inputs and the monetary
reward are:8>>>>><>>>>>:

@VI
@YI

� @YI
@eiI

(eAI ; eBI) = �1 � @CI@eiI
(eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B);

�1 = �2;

�1 [gI � CI(eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B)] = 0;
�2 (gI �G) = 0;
�1 � 0; �2 � 0;

i = A;B;

where �1 is the Lagrangian-multiplier associated with the participation constraint of
the University, and �2 is the multiplier associated with the budget condition. Solving
the system, I obtain results (1.3.4), (1.3.5), (1.3.6), and (1.3.7). Assumptions on
the function VI ; the linearity of the cost function in the decision variables, and
the convexity of the production technology, ensure that the conditions above are
necessary and su¢ cient for a maximum.

- 2nd step: optimal (�A; �B) :
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From the previous system of conditions, the optimal level of inputs can be written
as a function of the adaptative-skills. Therefore, it is also possible to write the
interdisciplinary output in terms of (�A; �B) ; as explicit in (1.3.8): Since VI is strictly
increasing in yI , the optimal investment in the adaptative-skills must guarantee
maximum production.

Take � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
: Calculating the upper-envelope curve of y�I (�A; �B) when consider-

ing the possible combinations (�A; �B) ; I verify that the maximum interdisciplinary
output is achieved when:

(�A; �B) =

8>><>>:
(0; 0) if 0 � G � �

(1��)�[1�(1��)1��]
;

(1; 0) if �

(1��)�[1�(1��)1��]
� G � 1��

��(1���) +
�
1�� ;

(1; 1) if G � 1��
��(1���) +

�
1�� :

Similar and symmetric results can be developed for the remaining values of �:

Proof of Corollary 1.3.1. From expressions (1.3.4) and (1.3.5), it is easily veri�able
that a decrease in �i has a positive e¤ect on e�iI ; i = A;B.

To verify how �i a¤ects e�iI and e
�
jI , j 6= i; let us consider the case of � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
: In

the optimal solution, researcher A is the �rst to acquire adaptative-skills and he does it
for G � �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
: Comparing the value for e�AI when (�A; �B) = (0; 0) with the one

when (�A; �B) = (1; 0) ; I obtain the following condition :

e�AI (1; 0) � e�AI (0; 0),
G (1� �)2

�+ �A
�

�
G� �

1��

�
(1� �)

�+ �A
, G � 1

1� �;

which is satis�ed for G � �

(1��)�[1�(1��)1��]
: The investment in �B is interesting when

G � 1��
�(1���) +

�
1�� : To have a positive relation between B�s adaptative-skills and his level

of input, I need to guarantee that:

e�BI (1; 0) � e�BI (1; 1),

�
G� �

1�� �
1��
�

�
�

1� �+ �B
�

�
G� �

1��

�
�2

1� �+ �B
, G � 1

�
+

�

1� �:

Given the domain where it is optimal to have �B = 1, this condition holds.

For the remaining possible values of �; by similar reasoning, I can verify that the
participation of each researcher increases when he acquires adaptative-skills. E¢ ciency
arguments support such adjustment.

As far as the e¤ect of � in ej is concerned, let us consider again the case of � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
and the optimal decision on the acquisition of the adaptative-skills. Then, the impact
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that � has on e�AI is:

@e�AI (0; 0)

@�
= �G (1� �) (1 + �+ 2�A)

(�+ �A)
2 < 0;

@e�AI (1; 0)

@�
= �G (1 + �A) + �A

(�+ �A)
2 < 0;

@e�AI (1; 1)

@�
= �� [�2 + (2 +G) �] + �A [�1 + (2 +G) �

2]

�2 (�+ �A)
2 ;

but since [�2 + (2 +G) �] > 0 for G � 1� �
� � (1� ��) +

�

1� �;

it is su¢ cient that G >
1� 2�2
�2

to ensure that
@e�AI (1; 1)

@�
> 0:

The impact that � has on e�BI is:

@e�BI (0; 0)

@�
=

G� (2� �+ 2�B)
(1� �+ �B)2

> 0;

@e�BI (1; 0)

@�
=

(1� �) � [G (2� �) (1� �)� � (3� �)] + ��B
�
2G (1� �)2 � � (3� 2�)

�
(1� �)2 (1� �+ �B)2

;

but for G � �

(1� �) �
�
1� (1� �)1��

� ;
always hold G (2� �) (1� �)� � (3� �) > 0

and 2G (1� �)2 � � (3� 2�) > 0; so @e
�
BI (1; 0)

@�
> 0;

@e�BI (1; 1)

@�
=

(2 +G) (1� �) �� 1
(1� �) (1� �+ �B)

> 0 because in the domain G � 1� �
� � (1� ��) +

�

1� �;

it is true that (2 +G) (1� �) �� 1 > 0:

Proof of Corollary 1.3.2. As stated in Proposition 1.3.2, in the benchmark model,
the optimal solution for the interdisciplinary production is

y�I (�A; �B) = �
G� �

1���A �
1��
�
�B

m1��
A m�

B

�
1���A
1��

�1�� �
1�(1��)�B

�

�� ;
where mA =

�+�A
1�� ; and mB = 1��+�B

�
: Graphically, it can be represented in terms of

G, as the upper envelope curve of the all four lines y�I (0; 0) ; y
�
I (1; 0) ; y

�
I (0; 1) ; and

y�I (1; 1) : As Figure 1.8 below shows, the relevant tresholds are G
10 = �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
and

G11 = 1��
�(1���) +

�
1�� :
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Figure 1.8: The upper envelope-curve of the di¤erent possible interdisciplinary outputs.

For �A = �B = �; the change in the slopes of the three upper lines due to a marginal
change in � is:

@ (slope of y�I (0; 0))
@�

=

@

�
� 1

m1��
A ( 1

1��)
1��

m�
B(

1
�)

�

�
@�

= � (1� �)1�� � �� �m1��
A �

�
1

mB

��
�

�
�
log

�
�mA

mB

�
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

�
;

@ (slope of y�I (1; 0))
@�

=

@

�
� 1

m
1��mB�
A ( 1�)

�

�
@�

=

= ��� �
�
1

mA

�1��
�
�
1

mB

��
�

�
�
log

�
�mA

mB

�
+ 1� 1

mA

+
1

mB

�
;

@ (slope of y�I (1; 1))
@�

=
@
�
� 1

m1��
A m�

B

�
@�

=

= �

�
1

mA

�1��
�
�
1

mB

��
�

�
�
log

�
mA

mB

�
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

�
:
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For � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
;

it is true that: log
��
mA

mB

��
�

1� �

��
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

< 0;

therefore
@ (slope of y�I (0; 0))

@�
< 0;

it is true that: log
�
mA

mB

�
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

< 0;

therefore
@ (slope of y�I (1; 1))

@�
< 0;

if log
�
�mA

mB

�
+ 1� 1

mA

+
1

mB

< 0;

then
@ (slope of y�I (1; 0))

@�
< 0:

As far as the change in the value at the origin is concerned:

@ jvalue at origin of y�I (1; 0)j
@�

=

@

�
�

�
1��

m1��
A m�

B(
1
�)

�

�
@�

=

= �
1

�+ �
� �1+� �

�
mA

mB

��
�

�
�
log

��
mA

mB

�
�

�
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

+ 1 +
1

� (1� �)

�
;

@ jvalue at origin of y�I (1; 1)j
@�

=

@

�
�

�
1��+

1��
�

m1��
A m�

B

�
@�

=

= �

�
1

mA

�1��
�
�
1

mB

��
�

�
�
1� 2� (1� �)
� (1� �) � log

�
mA

mB

�
� 1� 2� (1� �)

� (�+ �)
+

1� 2� (1� �)
(1� �) (1� �+ �) +

1

(1� �)2
� 1

�2

�
:
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For � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
;

it is true that:

8<:
1�2�(1��)
�(1��) � log

�
mA

mB

�
� 1�2�(1��)

�(�+�)
+

+ 1�2�(1��)
(1��)(1��+�) +

1
(1��)2 �

1
�2

9=; < 0;

therefore
@ jvalue at origin of y�I (1; 1)j

@�
< 0;

if
�
log

�
�mA

mB

�
� 1

mA

+
1

mB

+ 1 +
1

� (1� �)

�
< 0;

then
@ jvalue at origin of y�I (1; 0)j

@�
< 0:

A variation in � also a¤ects the intersection points of the three lines, G10 and G11:

@ (G10)

@�
=

@

�
�

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]

�
@�

=

=
�1 + (1� �)2 + (2� �) �2 � (1� �)2 � log (1� �)

(1� �)2�� [�� 1 + (1� �)�]2
;

@ (G11)

@�
=

@
�

1��
�(1���) +

�
1��

�
@�

=

=
�1 + 2�+ �2+2� � ��

�
�1 + � (1 + � [4 + � (�� 3)]) + (�� 1)3 � log (�)

�
(1� �)2 �2 (�� � 1)2

:

For � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
;

it is true that
�
�1 + (1� �)2 + (2� �) �2 � (1� �)2 � log (1� �) > 0

	
,

therefore
@ (G10)

@�
> 0;

it is true that
�
�1 + 2�+ �2+2� � �� [�1 + � (1 + � [4 + � (�� 3)])+

(�� 1)3 � log (�)
�
< 0
	
, therefore

@ (G11)

@�
< 0:

Proof of Proposition 1.3.3. When the resources and the adaptative-skills are
non-contractible, the problem of the University under specialization is

max
(eA;eB)

�AB =
X
i=A;B

gi � Ci (ei)

s:t: Yi (ei) � ~yi; i = A;B;

where (~yi; gi) is de�ned by the Government.
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The �rst-order conditions of this problem are:8<:
�i = �i;

�i: [~yi � Yi(ei)] = 0;
�i � 0;

i = A;B;

where �i is the Lagrangian-multiplier associated with the standard required for �eld i.

By de�nition, �i > 0, which implies that in the optimum Yi(ei) = ~yi: From the
production functions (1.2.1) it follows that eUi = ~yi; i = A;B: Linearity of the production
functions and of the costs functions ensure the �rst-order conditions are necessary and
su¢ cient for having a maximum.

When the University decides for the interdisciplinary project, its problem becomes

max
(eAI ;eBI ;�A;�B)

�I = gI � CI (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B)

s:t: YI (eAI ; eBI) � ~yI :

The �rst-order conditions are:8><>:
�I �

@YI(eAI ;eBI)
@eiI

= @CI(eAI ;eBI ;�A;�B)
@eiI

; i = A;B;

�I : [~yI � YI(eAI ; eBI)] = 0;
�I � 0;

where �I is the Lagrangian-multiplier associated with the production requirement. By the
�rst condition, I obtain �I > 0. This implies that the funding-policy constraint is biding:
YI(eA; eB) = ~yI : Replacing this result into the �rst condition, I obtain the expressions in
(1.3.10). Concavity of the production technology as well as linearity of the cost, make
�rst-order conditions necessary and su¢ cient for a maximum.

Replacing the equilibrium solution for the inputs (1.3.10) in the cost function (1.2.5),
it is possible to derive the following pro�t function for interdisciplinarity:

�UI (�A; �B) = gI �
�

1� ��A �
1� �
�
�B � ~yI �

1

�
� [mA (1� ��A)]1�� �

� [mB (1� (1� �) �B)]� �
1

�� (1� �)1��
.

Comparing the value of �UI (�A; �B) for the di¤erent cases of (�A; �B) = (0; 0) ; (1; 0) ;

(0; 1) ; and (1; 1) ; I obtain the conditions under which the acquisition of the adaptative-
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skills is pro�t maximizer. For � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
; this optimal pattern is

(�A; �B) =

8>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>:

(0; 0) ; if gI � �

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
,

or if gI >
�

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
and

~yI � �

m1��
A m�

B(
1��
� )(

1
�)

�
h
( 1
1��)

1���1
i ;

(1; 0) ; if gI 2
�

�

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
; (1��)

2+�2(1���)
�(1��)[1���]

�
and

~yI >
�

m1��
A m�

B(
1��
� )(

1
�)

�
h
( 1
1��)

1���1
i ;

or if gI >
�

(1��)[1�(1��)1��]
and

~yI 2
�

�

m1��
A m�

B(
1��
� )(

1
�)

�
h
( 1
1��)

1���1
i ;

�

m1��
A m�

B(
�

1��)[(
1
�)

��1]

�
;

(1; 1) ; if gI >
(1��)2+�2(1���)
�(1��)[1���] and

~yI 2
�

�

m1��
A m�

B(
�

1��)[(
1
�)

��1]
;
(gI� �

1���
1��
� )�

m1��
A m�

B

�
;

For � 2
�
1
2
; 1
�
; similar conditions support the choice of (�A; �B) 2 f(0; 0) ; (0; 1) ; (1; 1)g :

For � = 1
2
; the University is indi¤erent between (�A; �B) = (1; 0) and (0; 1) ; which means

that the choice concerns only the number of researchers with adaptative-skills.

Proof of Corollary 1.3.3. From the solution of the interdisciplinary problem stated
in Proposition 1.3.3, I obtain the following results:

@eUAI
@�A

= � ~yI
�
� �

�+ �A
�
�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

���
< 0;

@eUAI
@�B

=
~yI
�
� �

1� �+ �B
�
�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

���
> 0;

@eUAI
@�A

=
~yI
�
� �2

1� ��A
�
�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

���
> 0;

@eUAI
@�B

= � ~yI
�
� �(1� �)
1� (1� �)�B

�
�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

���
< 0:

The global e¤ect of � on A�s input is:

@eUAI
@�

=
~yI
�
�
�
log

�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

��
�

�
3� 1��

1���A �
�

1�(1��)�B
1� � � �

�+ �A
� 1

mB

)
�

�
�
mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

���
:
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A su¢ cient condition for having a negative relation between eUAI and � is:

mB

mA

�
�
1� (1� �)�B
1� ��A

�
�
�
1� �
�

�
< 1, (1� ��A)mA

[1� (1� �)�B]mB

>
1� �
�
:

Similar expressions can be found for comparative statics on eUBI :

Proof of Corollary 1.3.4. Given the best choice of the University for the interdis-
ciplinary resources

�
eUAI ; e

U
BI ; �A; �B

�
stated in Proposition 1.3.3, it is straightforward to

derive the maximum interdisciplinary pro�t expression. From there, we can calculate the
following derivatives:

@�UI
@�A

(�A; �B) = �
~yI
�
� (mA)

�� � (1� ��A)1�� �

� [mB (1� (1� �) �B)]� �
"�
1� �
�

��
+

�
�

1� �

�1��#
< 0;

@�UI
@�B

(�A; �B) = �
~yI
�
� [mA (1� ��A)]1�� � (mB)

��1 �

� [1� (1� �) �B]� �
"�
1� �
�

��
+

�
�

1� �

�1��#
< 0:

For general values of the parameters, the �nal e¤ect of � in the interdisciplinary pro�t is
ambiguous, since:

@�UI
@�

(0; 0) =
~yI
�
�
�
mB

mA

��
�
�

1

1� �

�2��
�
�
1

�

��
�

� f�1� �A + (�+ �A) � [log (mA)� log (mB)+

+ log

�
1

1� �

�
� log

�
1

�

�
+

1 + �B
1� �+ �B

��
:

Nevertheless, when �A = �B = � and � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
; it is possible to conclude that:

i) for (�A; �B) = (0; 0) :
@�UI
@�
(�A; �B) < 0;

ii) for (�A; �B) = (1; 0) :

@�MU
I

@�
(1; 0) = � 1

(1� �)2
+
~yI
�
�
�
mB

mA

��
�
�

1

1� �

�
�
�
1

�

��
�

� f�1� �A + (�+ �A) � [log (mA)� log (mB)�

� log
�
1

�

�
+

1

mB

��
:

This means that if log
�
mB

mA

1
�

�
> �

1��+� , then
@�UI
@�
(1; 0) < 0;
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iii) for (�A; �B) = (1; 1) :

@�UI
@�

(1; 1) =
1

�2
� 1

(1� �)2
+
~yI
�
�
�
mB

mA

��
�
�

1

1� �

�
�

� f�1� �A + (�+ �A) � [log (mA)� log (mB)� 2+

+
1 + �B

1� �+ �B

��

from what log
�
mB

mA

�
> �2 + 1+�

1��+� �
1+�
�+�

+
1
�2
� 1

(1��)2
~yI
�
m�
Bm

1��
A

=) @�UI
@�
(1; 1) < 0:

Proof of Corollary 1.3.5. From the pro�t maximizer behavior of the University
stated in Proposition 1.3.3, I obtain that, once deciding for one type of research, the
University exactly matches the required standard. The result of this corollary follows
straightforward.

Proof of Proposition 1.3.4. To obtain the Sub-game Perfect Nash equilibrium
solution, I �rst concentrate in the problem of the University when choosing the resources
and the investment on the adaptative-skills. Considering the specialized projects, the
pro�t maximizing choice for the resources is given by

max
(eA;eB)

�AB = 2g �
X
i=A;B

Ci (ei)

s:t: Yi (ei) � ~y; i = A;B;

from which I obtain the solution eUi = ~y, and the pro�t value �Ui = g � � � ~y; i = A;B:
Under Assumption 2, the University never considers the scenario of developing only one
specialized project, since either develops both A and B, or no one of them.

Considering the interdisciplinary �eld, the amount chosen for the inputs and the ac-
quisition of the adaptative-skills solves

max
(eAI ;eBI ;�A;�B)

�I = g � CI (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B)

s:t: YI (eAI ; eBI) � ~y:

The optimal solutions are similar to the ones presented in Proposition 1.3.3. Again, if
choosing interdisciplinarity, the University does not produce above the standard.

For the policymaker, the restriction of having an unique funding rule makes the choice
of interdisciplinarity or specialization a non-contractible decision. This means that, if the
Government wishes to induce the choice of the interdisciplinary �eld, the best possible
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funding rule (~y; g) solves:

max
(~y;g)

VI [YI (eAI ; eBI)]

s:t:

8>>><>>>:
�I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) � 0;
�I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) � �AB (eA; eB) ;
2g � G;
eiI = eiI (~y) ;

i = A;B;

where eiI (~y) is the solution of the pro�t maximization problem of the University under
interdisciplinarity, and �AB (eA; eB) is the maximum value of the specialized choice, ob-
tained from the problem of the University for specialization. Given the linearity of the
cost function and the strict convexity of the interdisciplinary technology, the necessary
and su¢ cient conditions to obtain a maximum are:8>>>>>>><>>>>>>>:

@VI
@YI

� @YI
@~yI
(~y) + (�1 + �2) � @�I@~y (~y)� �2 �

@�AB
@~y

= 0;

(�1 + �2) � @�Ig � �2 � @�AB@g
� 2�3 = 0;

�1 � �I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) = 0;
�2 � [�AB (eA; eB)� �I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B)] = 0;
�3 � (2g �G) = 0;
�1 � 0; �2 � 0; �3 � 0:

From the �rst condition, I obtain
�1 + �2 > 0;

and from the second condition,

�3 =
�1 � �2
2

:

Considering the fact that all Lagrangian-multipliers �i; i = 1; 2; 3; are non-negative, I
conclude that:

�1 > 0;

�2 � 0:

Therefore, in the optimal situation,�
�I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) = 0, g = CI (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) ;

�I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) � �AB (eA; eB) :

As far as the budget constraint is concerned, in the optimal either

�3 > 0 =) 2g = G;

or �3 = 0 =) 2g � G:

Nevertheless, when the Governmental budgetG is not exhausted, the other two constraints
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must be active:
2g < G =) �3 = 0 =) �1 = �2:

Since �1 > 0; it must be that �2 > 0; and therefore �I = 0 and �I = �AB:

For the case of � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
; depending on the value of the parameters in the model, it

is possible to have one of the following four alternative situations.

Situation 1, when (1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2
(1��)�1+� � 2��

m1��
A m�

B

; the comparison between the pro�t

functions under specialization and interdisciplinarity rely on two tresholds, ~y00AB;I =
g�

2���m1��
A m�

B(
1
�)

�
( 1
1��)

1�� and ~y11 =
(g� �

1���
1��
� )�

m1��
A m�

B

; as Figure 1.9 below shows.

)0,0(IΠ

ABΠ

y~

Π

g

0

g2

00
,

~
IABy 11~y

)0,1(IΠ
)1,1(IΠ

Figure 1.9: Specialized pro�t (�AB) and

interdisciplinary pro�t (�I), in situation 1.

For ~y 2
�
0; ~y00AB;I

�
; specialization is the best choice of the University. For ~y 2�

~y00AB;I ; ~y
11
�
; it prefers the interdisciplinary project.

Anticipating this behavior, the Government sets ~y = ~y11 if it wants to induce in-
terdisciplinarity, or ~y = ~y00AB;I if it prefers specialization. To know which of the
alternative scenarios is actually chosen by the policymaker, the value of VI (~y11)
must be compared with VAB =

P
i=A;B Vi

�
~y00AB;I

�
:

Situation 2, when 1��[2��(2���)�g(1��)(1���)]
��(1��)2 � 2��

m1��
A m�

B

� (1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2
(1��)�1+� ; Figure

38



1.10 represents the comparison between the two types of pro�t, �I and �AB.

)0,0(IΠ

ABΠ

y~

Π

g

0

g2

10
,

~
IABy 11~y

)0,1(IΠ
)1,1(IΠ

Figure 1.10: Specialized pro�t (�AB) and

interdisciplinary pro�t (�I), in situation 2.

The University prefers the specialized projects when ~y 2
�
0; ~y10AB;I

�
; where ~y10AB;I =

(g+ �
1��)�

2���m1��
A m�

B(
1
�)

� : It prefers the interdisciplinary project when ~y 2
�
~y10AB;I ; ~y

11
�
:

Predicting this optimal reaction, the Government sets ~y = ~y11 or ~y = ~y10AB;I , depend-
ing on whether it values more VI (~y11) or VAB =

P
i=A;B Vi

�
~y10AB;I

�
; respectively:

Situation 3, when 2g�(1��)
(2+g)�(1��)�1 �

2��

m1��
A m�

B

� 1��[2��(2���)�g(1��)(1���)]
��(1��)2 ; Figure 1.11 shows

how to compare the pro�tability of both types of projects. Here the relevant tresh-

old for the standard is ~y11AB;I =
(g+ �

1��+
1��
� )�

2���m1��
A m�

B

:

)0,0(IΠ

ABΠ

y~

Π

g

0

g2

11
,

~
IABy 11~y

)0,1(IΠ

)1,1(IΠ

Figure 1.11: Specialized pro�t (�AB) and

interdisciplinary pro�t (�I), in situation 3.
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It then follows that the specialized projects are chosen when ~y 2
�
0; ~y11AB;I

�
; and

the interdisciplinary project is preferred when ~y 2
�
~y11AB;I ; ~y

11
�
:

The optimal policy is, therefore, to establish ~y = ~y11 if the Government prefers
interdisciplinarity, and ~y = ~y11AB;I if it prefers specialization. This preference is
determined by comparing VI (~y11) with VAB =

P
i=A;B vi

�
~y11AB;I

�
:

Situation 4, when 2��

m1��
A m�

B

� 2g�(1��)
(2+g)�(1��)�1 ; the University never chooses the interdisci-

plinary project, as Figure 1.12 helps to conclude.

)0,0(IΠ

ABΠ
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Figure 1.12: Specialized pro�t (�AB) and

interdisciplinary pro�t (�I), in situation 4.

The University prefers the specialized research whenever ~y 2
�
0; ~yS

�
; and decides

for its outside option of no research, otherwise. As a consequence, the Government
establishes ~y = ~yS:

In all the four situations above, whenever interdisciplinarity is a possible
best-alternative (Situations 1 to 3), it is actually so, only if the required standard is
su¢ ciently high (above ~y00AB;I ; ~y

10
AB;I , or ~y

11
AB;I ; respectively), but not too much (at most

~y11).

Consider again the previous Situation 3. In particular, let ~y11AB;I = ~y11: This �gure
enables us to discuss the case where it is not optimal to exhaust the budget G and why
it implies that the incentive-compatibility constraint �I (eAI ; eBI ; �A; �B) � �AB (eA; eB)
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is binding.
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Figure 1.13: Specialized (�AB) and

interdisciplinary (�I) pro�ts in a particular sit.
3.

In this case, if to induce ~y = ~y11 the Government still has g < G
2
; the budget exhausting

is not compatible with the choice for interdisciplinarity. An increase in g has a higher
e¤ect on �AB than on �I (2@g versus @g) and, as a consequence, trying to employ all the
monetary resources makes specialization the optimal decision for the University.

Proof of Proposition 1.3.5. From the proof of Proposition 1.3.4, it is possible to
conclude that, when � 2

�
0; 1

2

�
; the comparison between specialized and interdisciplinary

pro�ts depends on how the parameters ratio 2��

m1��
A m�

B

compares with the three thresholds
(1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2

(1��)�1+� , 1��[2��(2��
�)�g(1��)(1���)]

��(1��)2 , and 2g�(1��)
(2+g)�(1��)�1 :

An increase in � a¤ects positively the ratio 2��

m1��
A m�

B

:

@
�

2��

m1��
A m�

B

�
@�

=
2� (1 + 2�)m��2

A

m1+�
B

> 0:

Since no threshold depends on � and because the thresholds have a clear order:
(1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2

(1��)�1+� � 1��[2��(2���)�g(1��)(1���)]
��(1��)2 � 2g�(1��)

(2+g)�(1��)�1 , an increase in the pa-
rameters ratio favors the choice of interdisciplinarity. That is to say, an increase in �
expands the range of ~y where interdisciplinarity is more pro�table than specialization.

Since � only a¤ects the interdisciplinary pro�t, I only need the comparative statics
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results obtained in Corollary 1.3.4. Therefore, when � 2
�
0; 1

2

�
;

for (�A; �B) = (0; 0) :
@�I
@�

(�A; �B) < 0;

for (�A; �B) = (1; 0) : log
�
mB

mA

1

�

�
>

�

1� �+ � =)
@�I
@�

(�A; �B) < 0;

for (�A; �B) = (1; 1) : log
�
mB

mA

�
> �2 + 1 + �

1� �+ � �
1 + �

�+ �
+

+

1
�2
� 1

(1��)2

~yI
�
m�
Bm

1��
A

=) @�I
@�

(�A; �B) < 0:

Proof of Proposition 1.3.6. When �A = ��B, � > 1; each situation described
in the proof of Proposition 1.3.4 gives place to two alternative scenarios (so, in total,
there are eight possible situations), depending on whether the kink in the specialized
pro�t curve occurs above or below the interdisciplinary pro�t curve. In the �rst case, the
relevant alternatives for the University are the specialization in both A and B, only in
B, or the interdisciplinarity. In the second case, the option for B alone is never actually
considered, and everything remains the same as when �A = �B. To illustrate, I show two
of the eight possible situations.

Situation 2.1, when 1��[2��(2���)�g(1��)(1���)]
��(1��)2 � 2��

m1��
A m�

B

� (1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2
(1��)�1+� and

the specialization in �eld B alone is never optimal. The University prefers special-
ization in A and B if ~y 2

�
0; ~y10AB;I

�
; and prefers interdisciplinarity if ~y 2

�
~y10AB;I ; ~y

11
�
.

Figure 1.14 below represents the situation.
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Figure 1.14: Pro�t comparison, �A > �B;

B alone is never optimal.
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Situation 2.2, when 1��[2��(2���)�g(1��)(1���)]
��(1��)2 � 2��

m1��
A m�

B

� (1��)�[g(1��)+�]�g(1��)2
(1��)�1+� and

the specialization in �eld B alone is optimal for ~y 2
�
g
�A
; ~y10B;I

�
; whereas both A

and B are chosen for ~y 2
�
0; g

�A

�
; and interdisciplinarity for ~y 2

�
~y10B;I ; ~y

11
�
; with

~y10B;I =
�

1���

�B��m1��
A m�

B(
1
�)

� : Figure 1.15 represents the situation.
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Figure 1.15: Pro�t comparison, �A > �B; B alone

may be optimal.

The impact of �i on the choice between specialization and interdisciplinarity can now
be analyzed as follows:

a) in the case where B alone is never optimal choice

@
�
(�A+�B)�

m1��
A m�

B

�
@�A

=
� (1� �) [� (1 + �A)� (1� �)�B]

(�+ �A)
2

�
mA

mB

��
which is > 0 when

1 + �A
�B

>
1� �
�
;

@
�
(�A+�B)�

m1��
A m�

B

�
@�B

=
� (1� �) [(1� �) (1 + �B)� ��A]

(�+ �A) (1� �+ �B)

�
mA

mB

��
which is > 0 when

1 + �B
�A

>
�

1� �:

With an increase in �A, it may happen that B alone may become a relevant alter-
native, since it is not a¤ected by that change of ine¢ ciency;
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b) in the case where B may be a relevant option for intermediate values of the standard:

@~y10B;I
@�A

=
� (1� �) �1+�m�

Am
�
B

[� (�� 1) ��m�
A�B + (�+ �A)m

�
B]
2 > 0;

@~y10B;I
@�B

= �
��
h
�� 1

��
m1��
A m�1+�

B

i
(1� �)

h
��B � 1

��
m1��
A m�

B

i2 < 0;
for � >

1

��
m1��
A m�1+�

B :
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Chapter 2

Business-Science Research
Collaboration under Moral-Hazard

This chapter bene�ted from helpful comments of Inés Macho-Stadler and David Perez-
Castrillo, to whom I acknowledge. The suggestions received from Pedro Rey-Biel, Irina
Proko�eva, and Nadia Proko�eva, as well during the Microeconomics Workshop and the
Industrial Organization Informal Seminar at IDEA-UAB were very useful.

2.1 Introduction

Why do pro�t �rms collaborate with universities in less applied research projects? Why
do universities collaborate with �rms in less basic research projects? Firms and univer-
sities belong to di¤erent institutional settings, with di¤erent approaches and objectives
when conducting research (Dasgupta & David, 1994). Through research, �rms aim to
obtain pro�table discoveries that increase the quality of their goods and services or their
productivity, or that reduce their production costs (European Commission, 2004). For
universities, however, research is the mean to ful�ll their "commitment to society to cre-
ate and sustain knowledge" (Argyres & Liebeskind, 1998). Despite these divergences in
research goals, recent trends in partnerships show an increasing importance of research
collaborations between �rms and universities (NSF, 2006; Caloghirou et al., 2001).1 The
main reason for such trend relies on the recognition of mutual bene�ts from this type
of interaction. To my knowledge, the type of research projects that may arise under
collaboration of institutionally di¤erent parties, however, has not received a satisfactory
explanation in the literature.2 The present chapter contributes with a new possible answer

1Refering to US alliances registered at the US Department of Justice, the Cooperative Research
(CORE) database recorded a signi�cative increase of RJVs having at least one university as a partner
(NSF, 2006): 6% in 1985 (3 RJVs in a total of 50), towards 15% in 2003 (133 RJVs in a total of 913).
In Europe, under the �rst four Framework Programmes of the European Union, the percentage of RJVs
with at least one university as partner, increased from 56% in 1983, 5 RJVs out of 9, towards 67% in
1996, 938 out of 1401 (Caloghirou et al., 2001).

2Some possible explanations, maybe complementaries of mine, can be found in Rosenberg (1990).
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to this puzzling question, by showing that the outcome of a partnership agreement may
optimally derive from a contract between the partners. The main point of the argument
is that the characteristics of a collaborative research can act as an incentive tool for non-
contractible resources (hereafter named e¤orts). The choice of a research project closer to
the interests of one of the parties, motivates a higher allocation of e¤ort from that party,
thus increasing the expected bene�t of collaborating. The analysis also emphasizes how
the collaboration outcome depends on the structure of partnership governance, by com-
paring a centralized decision making process, to a decentralized one. Besides expanding
the study of business and science links, the theory developed in this chapter contributes
to a deeper understanding of the organization of research activities.

In the most recent decades, special attention has been dedicated to collaborative re-
search between �rms and universities. The reason for this special interest lays in the
recognition of potential bene�ts and costs from this interaction.

Several empirical studies document the bene�ts accruing to �rms that have universities
as research partners (e.g., Lee, 2000; Caloghirou et al., 2001; Schartinger et al., 2001;
Belderbos et al., 2004; Veugelers & Cassiman, 2005). The common factor in these studies
is the recognition that cooperation with universities represents the access to a pool of
highly quali�ed scientists, in a wide range of disciplines. These portfolios of knowledge
and technology become especially relevant to �rms, as societies become more developed
and consumers more demanding. The need to accomplish with sophistication of the
markets as a way to maintain performance is, in fact, one of the most plausible causes for
the recent trends in the research strategy of the �rms.3

From the universities perspective, it is also possible to capitalize bene�ts from co-
operating with �rms. First, companies provide an extra source of monetary funds for
universities. With the outrunning of public available resources for the universities, the
importance of this funding component increases (Rosenberg, 2003; and Nowotny et al.,
2003). Second, the access to the data, equipment, and market experience of companies
also bene�ts the research of academics. The skills and resources of the �rms are excellent
tools to test existing theories, or to have insights for the development of new theories
(Lee, 2000).

From a more general perspective, several empirical evidence register a higher proba-
bility of achieving valuable outcomes from research, when entrepreneurs and academics
work together (e.g., Lambert, 2003; Zucker & Darby, 1995; Cockburn & Henderson, 1998;
Balconi & Laboranti, 2006).

Advantages of collaboration, however, come at a cost, which often hinders the relation
between �rms and universities. As Dasgupta & David (1994) remark, �rms (belonging
to the Realm of Technology) and universities (belonging to the Republic of Science) have

3From the beginning of the last century until 1980s, the most successful innovative �rms were making
(all) their in-house research at their (big) corporate laboratories, (e.g. General Electrics, AT&T, Kodak,
Xerox, IBM). In the past two decades, however, the tendency has been towards an increased cooperation
with other institutions, in particularly, with universities (Lambert, 2003; Audretsch et al., 2002; Hall et
al., 2001).
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di¤erent cultures, goals, norms of behavior and reward systems. Distinct socioeconomic
rules lead to di¤erent approaches and objectives when conducting research. On the one
hand, the primary concern of universities is to contribute for the advancement of knowl-
edge. Activities of research developed with this goal, de�ne what is known in the literature
as basic research (OECD, 2002). On the other hand, the purpose of �rms when doing
research is to �nd concrete solutions for practical problems, thus pursuing what is iden-
ti�ed as applied research (OECD, 2002). According to existing empirical evidence (e.g.,
Hall et al., 2001; Siegel, 1999; Hall, 1999; Brainard, 1999; Schartinger et al., 2001), these
distinct institutional settings and, especially, the distinct objectives towards research, are
a natural source of obstacles for the interaction of business and science.

The framework in this chapter builds on the two phenomena just described: collab-
oration between �rms and universities is bene�cial, since it increases the probability of
obtaining a valuable research outcome for both partners; but divergence in research goals
may raise tensions in the agreement. Under these premises, I analyze how the char-
acteristics of collaboration change in two dimensions: the structure of the partnership
governance, and the informational constraints of who has the authority over the decision
making process. In terms of partnership governance, I compare two structures, a central-
ized one and a decentralized one. Under a centralized structure, an entity representing the
aggregate interests of both collaborators, the Consortium, is responsible for deciding the
characteristics of the common project, and the amount of resources that each party shall
employ. Under a decentralized structure, one of the parties is empowered to make those
decisions.4 For each of these two structures of governance, I consider alternative informa-
tional scenarios that di¤er with respect to the veri�ability of e¤orts, thus creating or not
a moral-hazard problem. I start with a benchmark where both partners contribute with
veri�able e¤orts (no moral-hazard). I then analyze how the characteristics of the common
project change, when e¤orts become non-veri�able to the decision-maker (moral-hazard
from one or both partners).

The main results of this chapter show that, although a decentralized decision-maker
always prefers a project closer to its own interests (comparing with the choice of a Con-
sortium), both types of governance may use the type of research as an incentive tool for
e¤ort. This incentive mechanism means that, when the e¤ort of one of the parties, say,
the University is non-veri�able, the other party, the Firm, may �nd optimal to collaborate
in a less applied project. With such less applied research, scientists of the University are
willing to exert higher e¤ort in the joint project. This higher involvement makes a success
more likely, increasing the expected bene�t also of the Firm. Nevertheless, the use of the
type of project as an incentive mechanism must satisfy two requirements. First, a suc-
cessful project should have a su¢ ciently high market value for the Firm, when comparing
with the scienti�c value that a success brings to the University. Second, the e¤ort of
the University should be su¢ ciently relevant for the success of the project. By a similar

4Porac et al. (2004) also argue that the governance structure of alliance have impact not only on
the willingness of the partners to collaborate, but also on their ability to coordinate their collaborative
e¤orts.
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reasoning, when the Firm contributes to the joint project with non-veri�able e¤ort, it
may also be optimal for the University to collaborate in a more applied research project.

This incentive argument o¤ers an alternative explanation for the evidence that �rms
and universities tend to collaborate in more basic research projects (Caloghirou, 2001;
Veugelers & Cassiman, 2005). Some authors, e.g., Rosenberg (1990), justify the involve-
ment of �rms in collaborative projects of basic research, as a long-term investment to
acquire complementary knowledge. Ultimately, they argue, this investment would bring
some insights on how to better conduct and evaluate the own research of �rms. The
present chapter shows another possible justi�cation for the interest of �rms in collab-
orative basic research: it is a tool to motivate the supply of e¤ort of the universities,
whenever this e¤ort is su¢ ciently important to obtain a successful valuable outcome.

The predictions of my model also o¤er insights with managerial and policy relevant
implications. From the perspective of management, this chapter emphasizes the impor-
tance of committing to a project that aligns the interests of the parties involved in the
collaboration. The ex-ante commitment on the project is specially valuable, whenever
they can not commit on the resources to employ. By choosing a project whose charac-
teristics are closer to the interest of the parties, their motivation to collaborate is higher
and, thus, is more likely to obtain a successful result.

At the level of the internal organization of research, in �rms, it is also possible to
derive some managerial implications of my results. In order to motivate highly quali�ed
scientists for the Firm�s projects, the Firm may give to those scientists the possibility
to continue publishing and to use the results of research in their own scienti�c agenda.
This argument is consistent with the results of Cockburn & Henderson (1998), who �nd
evidence that rewarding researchers in �rms, on the basis of their standing in the public
rank hierarchy, is associated with �rms being more productive than their rivals.

From a policy perspective, this chapter stresses the bene�ts of promoting both a cen-
tralized partnership governance, and veri�ability of the resources involved in the common
project. When the moral-hazard problem from at least one of the partners is the reason
for a less e¢ cient collaboration, it may be socially desirable to increase the reward of a
successful project, using public funds. The conditions for the optimality of such policy
intervention rely, on the one hand, on a high expected gain from the partnership and a
high relevance of the non-contractible resources to realize such gain, and on the other
hand, on the low cost of the public funds.

The theory of this chapter relates to three main branches of literature. First, my
results have some features of research partnership literature that shows the e¢ ciency
gains of cooperation in R&D, in the presence of spillovers and low degree of competition
(e.g., Spence, 1984; Katz, 1986; D�Aspremont & Jacquemin, 1988; Kamien et al., 1992; De
Bondt, 1996). Classifying as a spillover the positive externality of the e¤ort of a partner
on the expected bene�t of the other partner, my results are aligned with this literature.
In fact, I emphasize, �rst, that collaborating is preferred to developing research alone,
and second, that a centralized structure of governance delivers a more e¢ cient outcome
than a decentralized one. In contrast with this stream of work, I consider that there exists
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only one phase of interaction between partners, and that all bene�ts from collaboration
accrue to the partners. Furthermore, I take into account the peculiarities of �rms and
universities interaction, namely di¤erences in research goals, and the tensions that can
arise due to these divergences.

Second, my chapter relates to the literature of moral-hazard problems in teams (e.g.,
Holmstrom, 1982). As in this literature, I emphasize the ine¢ ciency in the allocation
of resources, when individually decided by team members. Nevertheless, we di¤erentiate
on the main suggestion to reduce the moral-hazard impact. This branch of literature
emphasizes the role of the principal and a non-balanced budget, to ensure that agents�
decisions are aligned with the e¢ cient ones. In the present chapter, I use the capacity to
commit on the characteristics of project, as the mechanism to motivate agents for a higher
e¤ort (closer, but not necessarily equal, to the e¢ cient level). Macho-Stadler & Perez-
Castrillo (1993) also analyze a moral-hazard problem, considering a principal-agent model
with several agents. As in my setting, the structure of incentives aims to elicit cooperation
between agents, since it yields more e¢ cient outcomes. Nevertheless, we di¤er on the main
incentive mechanism used to reduce moral-hazard ine¢ ciencies. Their focus is on how the
capacity of the group to commit on non-veri�able variables, such as e¤ort and mutual
help, can motivate agents to a higher involvement. My focus is on how the proximity
of the qualitative characteristics of the activity towards the interests of the agents (the
partners) can be the mechanism enhancing the e¤orts. Moreover, while in Macho-Stadler
& Perez-Castrillo (1993) the interest of the agents are aligned, in mine they are divergent,
thus creating a trade-o¤ when the decision-maker faces double moral-hazard.

Third, a more recent branch of literature focuses on business and science interaction,
emphasizing their institutional di¤erences, Aghion et al. (2005) and Lacetera (2006).
As in my chapter, Lacetera (2006) focuses on the distinct goals of each institution: �rms
seek economic pro�ts, while universities are interested in scienti�cally valuable knowledge.
Similarly to my result, a higher level of e¤ort translates in a larger probability of a
successful outcome. Nevertheless, Lacetera (2006) does neither consider a collaborative
scenario where both, �rm and university, interact, nor does he consider the existence
of informational problems in the interaction. Instead, he analyzes the outsourcing of a
project to academia as a commitment of the �rm not to terminate a project before its
completion. That commitment motivates the e¤ort of scientists. Aghion et al. (2005) also
discuss the best allocation of a project between academia and the private sector, based
on their institutional di¤erences. Their main argument emphasizes the control rights over
research decisions, with scientists praising their freedom in research, and the directness
of private sector conveying a disutility for researchers. As a result, academia should
develop projects with smaller market value. My main question di¤ers from these two
previous works. Considering business and science as di¤erent institutions with their own
established features, I analyze the characteristics of a simultaneous interaction. Rather
than studying who develops a project, I ask what kind of project is developed by both.

The chapter is organized as follows. In the next section, I present the theoretical
setting of the model, with the objective functions of both Firm and University, and the
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characteristics of the collaboration. In Section 2.3, I explain the collaboration equilibrium
outcomes under a centralized partnership governance as well as under a decentralized one,
and I compare the outcomes of these two structures. In Section 2.4, I discuss a policy
intervention to support the collaboration through subsidies. In Section 2.5, I interpret the
results of the model and I address their managerial and policy implications. Conclusion
remarks are in Section 2.6. All the proofs are in Appendix Two.

2.2 The Model

Firms and universities have di¤erent organizational settings and goals towards the pro-
duction of knowledge. Consider a representative member of each community, namely one
university (identi�ed as the University) and one �rm (identi�ed as the F irm). When de-
veloping a project, the University seeks to contribute for the existent stock of knowledge.
Following the literature, basic research is de�ned as the set of theoretical and experimental
reserach activities aiming to advance knowledge (OECD, 2002). For the Firm, however,
the interest of research relies on the potential applications that can be derived from the
new discoveries. Let applied research be the production of knowledge with the purpose
of meeting a speci�c recognized need. Stressing the di¤erence between these two research
approaches, I represent them as opposite extremes of a line, as Figure 2.1a shows.

Applied
Research

Basic
Research

Applied
Research

Basic
Research

Figure 2.1a: Applied Research and Basic Research.

A research project is identi�ed by a point in this line, representing a combination of
both goals. The outcome of a project is either a success or a failure. For the Firm, a
successful project translates into an invention with market value, VF . The Firm receives
all the bene�ts from the market value of the new discovery. For the University, a success
represents a scienti�c publication with a certain scienti�c value, VU . The scienti�c value
of the discovery, hence of the publication, determines the reward of the University. Both
values, VF and VU , depend on how applied (or symmetrically, how basic) is the research.

For simplicity, I consider the preferences of the two parties, Firm and University,
towards the type of project, as single-peaked. Considering the two most preferred projects
(one for each party), I normalize the distance between them to one. I then identify each
party with its most preferred project, respectively, at 0 and 1. Figure 2.1b represents the
normalization.
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Figure 2.1b: Normalization of the values of a successful project.

Since, in reality, Firm�s interests are closer to applied research and University�s to basic
research, these new extremes of the line are the most applied and most basic projects that
are now relevant. Figure 2.1c represents the new project domain.

Firm’s
Applied Research

University’s
Basic Research

0 1

Firm’s
Applied Research

University’s
Basic Research

0 1

Figure 2.1c: Relevant range of research projects.

A point x 2 [0; 1] in this new (shorter) line describes the type of a research project. x
represents the relative importance of the basic research features of the project, and (1�x)
the relative importance of its applied characteristics. Since, by de�nition of the line, the
highest possible bene�t for the Firm comes from project x = 0; and for the University
from project x = 1; it is possible to de�ne the market and the scienti�c values of all the
projects in the range as follows:

VF (x) = Bf �mfx; (2.2.1)

VU(x) = Bu �mu (1� x) ; (2.2.2)

where Bi represents the highest possible value of a success, for party i (i = f; u), and the
slope mi indicates the marginal loss that i incurs when developing a research project that
is farther from its most preferred option. I consider 1 � Bi < 1 and mi 2 (0; 1) : The
value of mi can also re�ect the distance between the research goals of the Firm and the
University. The closer the interests, the smaller the value of mi. Thus, a smaller mf is
associated with more science-base industries, and a smallermu with academic departments
whose interests are more applied.

As expressions (2.2.1) and (2.2.2) make explicit, the source of con�ict between the
two parts lies on how applied is the research, in comparison with what is individually
preferred. The type of project, x; then becomes an important decision variable, and
the results depend on the relative value of mf in comparison with mu: For the sake of
simplicity, I consider mu < mf ; and discuss how results change for the remaining cases
(mu = mf ; and mu > mf). Also for questions of simplicity in notation, M0 =

Bf
Bu�mu
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represents the ratio of market-scienti�c values at x = 0; and S1 = Bu
Bf�mf

the ratio of
scienti�c-market values at x = 1:

The market value VF , and the scienti�c value VU are, however, achievable only in
the case of a successful outcome for the research project. In the alternative scenario of
a failure, the project brings no value for the partners. The probability of each outcome
depends on the e¤orts exerted by the partners. Through collaboration, each party bene�ts
from the e¤ort exerted by the other party. Assume p is the probability of a success, while
(1 � p) the probability of a failure, where p depends positively on the e¤orts that both
collaborators exert:

p = kef + (1� k)eu: (2.2.3)

The variable ei denote the e¤ort exerted by party i, while the parameter k represents the
substitution rate of ef by eu. I consider ei 2 (0; 1) ; and k 2 (0; 1).
Each institution i bears a cost Ci associated to a certain e¤ort level ei, given by:

CF =
cf
2
e2f ; (2.2.4)

CU =
cu
2
e2u: (2.2.5)

The cost coe¢ cients ci 2 R+ are such that cf > k (Bf +Bu � ~m) and
cu > (1� k) (Bf +Bu � ~m) ; with ~m = min (mf ;mu) :

5

For simplicity of notation, consider RU =
(1�k)2cf
k2cu

the bene�t-cost ratio of the Univer-
sity�s e¤ort relative to the Firm�s e¤ort, while RF = 1

RU
:

Using (2.2.1), (2.2.3), and (2.2.4), the Firm�s expected gain from developing a research
project together with the University, E�F , is described by:

E�F = pVF (x)� CF : (2.2.6)

Using (2.2.2), (2.2.3), and (2.2.5), the University�s expected reward from collaborating is:

E�U = pVU(x)� CU : (2.2.7)

As far as the structures for governing the partnership are concerned, I consider two
possible alternatives: a centralized, and a decentralized ones. The main di¤erence between
these two structures of governance relies on who decides over the main characteristics
of the collaboration (type of project, e¤orts): either one of the parties, decentralized
structure; or a third entity, which considers the aggregate interest of the two partners,
centralized structure.

Under the centralized structure, the Firm and the University (after agreeing to col-
laborate) create a separate entity, the Consortium, to manage the collaboration. The
Consortium chooses the best joint project x, and if possible also the amount of e¤ort
that each partner should exert in the project (ef ; eu). Both, type of the project and re-

5In this domain for ci we guarantee that ef and eu always lay in the interval (0; 1) :
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sources, are settled by contract. Nevertheless, informational constraints may prevent the
contractibility of the e¤orts of the partners. I consider di¤erent scenarios, regarding the
veri�ability of e¤orts: both (ef ; eu) are veri�able, only one is, none is.

Consortium�s objective is to maximize the joint expected net bene�t of the collabo-
ration, EW = E�F + E�U : As explicit in this objective, I assume the Consortium gives
equal weight to each of the partners.

The sequence of the actions under centralized structure is: �rst, the Consortium de-
cides over the collaboration characteristics; second, partners exert e¤ort; third, Nature
plays, deciding whether the project is successful or not, and �nally each partner receives
its revenues from the research.

Under the alternative decentralized structure, the relation is promoted by one of the
parties. Instead of a common manager, it is now one of the collaborators who chooses the
project to be jointly developed, and presents it to the other party. For simplicity of the
analysis, I consider the e¤ort exerted by the party promoting the collaboration is always
veri�able. However, the e¤ort that the other party devotes to the common project may be
contractible or not. I then consider two alternative scenarios: �rst, when the e¤ort of the
other party is veri�able, and second when it is not. In the former scenario, the promoter
of the collaboration designs a contract de�ning the project type, x; and the e¤orts. In
the later scenario, the promoter only decides x and its own e¤ort. Once the collaboration
proposal is accepted, each partner allocates its resources to the common project. Finally,
Nature plays, deciding whether the project is successful or not, and each partner receives
its revenues from research.

Table 2.1 presents the summary of the several contexts, as well as the notation used
afterwards to identify each di¤erent situation.

Information /Management Consortium Firm�s initiative University�s initiative

Both (ef ,eu) veri�able * 1FG 1UG

Only ef veri�able AU 2FG non-applicable

Only eu veri�able AF non-applicable 2UG

Both (ef ,eu) non-veri�able AUF non-applicable non-applicable

Table 2.1: Di¤erent contexts to analyze.

Under the management of the Consortium, four alternative contexts are taken into
account, namely situations � (�rst-best), AU; AF; AUF . When the Firm governs the
collaboration, its e¤ort ef is always assumed veri�able, and the only informational change
relates with the veri�ability of eu. As a consequence, under Firm�s initiative there is only
two relevant contexts: 1FG and 2FG: Similarly, when is the University governing the
collaboration, the two contexts to take into consideration are 1UG and 2UG.6

6Ay stands for "Asymmetric information from the party y", while yG stands for "governance of party
y".
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Outside option Instead of collaborating, each party has the possibility to develop the
research by its own, alone.7 Research alone, however, translates in a small probability of
success, or a higher cost, or both.

When the Firm develops research alone, its choice solves the following problem:

max
fx;efg

E�F = pFVF (x)� CF ; (2.2.8)

where pF = kef is the probability of a successful outcome: In the optimal solution, the
Firm develops the project type x = 0; exerts an e¤ort ef;alone =

kBf
cf
; and obtains an

expected pro�t of E�F;alone =
k2B2f
2cf
:

Similarly, when the University performs research without collaboration, it succeeds
with probability pU = (1� k) eu: The best solution is to exert an e¤ort of eu;alone = (1�k)Bu

cu

for the project type x = 1: This yields an expected bene�t of E�U;alone =
(1�k)2B2u

2cu
:

Comparing (2.2.8) and (2.2.6), the University�s e¤ort has a positive externality over
Firm�s expected gain (and vice-versa). Departing from a situation of doing research alone,
collaboration represents an increase in the total expected gain, for a given project type
x: The issue, however, is the opposite interests of the parties towards x: As a result, the
decision of whether to collaborate or to develop research alone involves a trade-o¤: on the
one hand, doing research alone enables to select the most preferred project; on the other
hand, under collaboration, the partner contributes to the success of the project. When
the bene�t-cost ratio of the University�s e¤ort (RU) is high, academics contribution to
the success is relatively high. In this case, we expect the Firm to be more willing to
collaborate. Conversely, the University prefers collaboration when the e¤ort of the Firm
is relatively important for a success, that is, when RF is high. The calculus con�rm this
intuition.

The aim of this chapter, however, is to focus in the role of incentives on the outcome
of collaboration. Therefore, and for the sake of simplicity, I postpone the presentation
and discussion of the exact participation constraints to Appendix Two.

In the next section, I present the collaboration outcomes, once adopting Sub-game
Perfect Nash Equilibrium as the solution concept.

7In a more general setup, I could just consider as alternative for collaboration, a (general) action
for each party, that would yield a payo¤ of �ui (also general). By considering the speci�c case of doing
research alone, not only I endogenize results, but also I gain some insights on the comparison of the two
research scenarios (alone and with collaboration).
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2.3 Collaboration Outcomes

2.3.1 Consortium Governance

The outcome of the Consortium governance depends on the veri�ability, hence con-
tractibility, of the resources that each partner devotes to the joint project.

First-best: both e¤orts are veri�able

In the �rst-best scenario, the Consortium veri�es the e¤ort of both partners and, therefore,
includes them in the collaboration contract. Knowing the impact that the resources of
each partner has on the expected revenue of the project, the Consortium asks e¤ort levels
that equate their marginal cost to their marginal revenue. Proposition 2.3.1 presents the
optimal joint project.

Proposition 2.3.1 When the e¤ort of both partners is veri�able, their optimal level de-
pends on the total value of a successful project:

e�f =
k

cf
[VF (x) + VU (x)] ;

e�u =
1� k
cu

[VF (x) + VU (x)] :

In this situation, the maximum joint expected gain from collaboration is

EW � =
1

2

"
k2

cf
+
(1� k)2

cu

#
[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x]

2 : (2.3.1)

Considering mf > mu; the best project is the one with the highest market value, that is,
the most applied research.

At the optimal level of e¤orts, the maximum joint expected gain from collaboration
is convex in the type of project x; and therefore the optimal joint project is located at
one of the extremes of the line, x = 0 or x = 1: When mf > mu; the stakes of the Firm
are higher than of the University, meaning that the Firm looses more from a less applied
project, than the University looses when deviating from its most preferred basic research.
As a result, the sum of the expected gains is maximized when the Consortium decides to
implement the most applied project. Figure 2.2 represents the situation.
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Figure 2.2: Joint expected gain with veri�able e¤orts, when mf > mu:

In the opposite case, when mf < mu, the loss in the scienti�c value from a less
basic project would be the largest, and the best choice would be at x = 1: In a third
(alternative) case of mf = mu; any project in the interval [0; 1] would be equally preferred
by the Consortium.

The next corollary presents comparative statics results for the �rst-best scenario.

Corollary 2.3.1 In the �rst-best collaborative scenario (Consortium, and veri�ability of
both e¤orts):

1. the optimal research project does not change with the parameters k; ci; or Bi (for
i = f; u): As long as mf > mu; the optimal project is always the one with the highest
market value;

2. the maximum joint expected gain from collaboration increases with: i) a greater
relative importance of the Firm�s e¤ort for the success of the project, k; as long as
k >

cf
cf+cu

; ii) a smaller cost coe¢ cients, ci; iii) a higher market or scienti�c values,
Bi; and iv) a smaller marginal loss in the scienti�c value due to a less basic project,
mu:

When the e¤orts of the partners are contractible, the Consortium�s decision internalizes
the positive e¤ect that the e¤ort of each partner has on the expected gain of the other. The
optimal decision for the e¤orts, then, depends on the sum of both market and scienti�c
values. This implies that the optimal type of project x only depends on how it a¤ects that
sum of values, that is, on the relation between mf and mu: A change in the remaining
parameters does not a¤ect this reasoning.

When k increases, the Firm�s e¤ort becomes relatively more important for the success
of the project and, therefore, the optimal ef increases. Since an increase in k is equivalent
to a decrease in (1� k) ; for the University the opposite holds, that is, the optimal eu
decreases. Considering the increase in Firm�s e¤ort, it has both a positive impact on the
probability of success, and a negative impact of enhancing the costs. The decrease in the
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University�s e¤ort has opposite e¤ects. When k > cf
cf+cu

() 1 � k < cu
cf+cu

, the positive
e¤ects of the changes in the e¤orts dominate and, as a consequence, EW � increases.

When one of the cost coe¢ cients ci increases, the optimal level of ei decreases. This
translates into a smaller probability of a success, and hence in a reduction of EW �: Also,
when Bi increases, a successful project brings a larger bene�t, hence a larger expected
gain EW �:

Finally, a University with more applied interests, characterized by a smaller mu; gets
a higher scienti�c value at the �rst-best research project x = 0. As a result, the maximum
possible EW � is higher.

At least one e¤ort is non-veri�able

When the e¤ort exerted by one or both of the parties is non-veri�able, its choice of e¤ort
dedicated to the common project depends on its individual interest. At the �rst stage, the
Consortium takes into account those interests of the partners, when choosing the type of
project to be jointly developed. Considering the following pairs of regions of parameters,
the next proposition states the result:

Region 1AU : M0 >
mf

mu
� 1 and RU >

(mf�mu)(M0+1)

muM0�(mf�mu)
;

Region 2AU : otherwise.

Region 1AUF : M0 >
mf

mu
� 1 and RU >

(mf�mu)M0+mf

muM0�(mf�mu)
;

Region 2AUF : otherwise.

Proposition 2.3.2 The level of e¤ort that each party i exerts depends on its veri�ability:

if ei is veri�able, ei =
ki
ci
[VF (x) + VU(x)] ;

if ei is non-veri�able, ei =
ki
ci
Vi(x);

where ki = k for i = F; or ki = 1� k for i = U .
The best joint collaborative project chosen by the Consortium also depends on the (non)

veri�ability of the e¤orts, according to the following rule:

Optimal project
Non-veri�able e¤ort x > 0 x = 0

only eu Region 1AU Region 2AU

only ef never always
both eu; ef Region 1AUF Region 2AUF

.

Furthermore, in Region 1AUF we have 0 < xAUF < xAU :

Figure 2.3 plots the results related with the choice of the project.
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Figure 2.3: Consortium�s optimal project with eu non-veri�able (AU), with ef non-veri�able

(AF ), and with both eu and ef non-veri�able (AUF ).

When resources are non-contractible, the Consortium knows that the more bene�t
a partner obtains from a project, the larger is the amount of resources it is willing to
allocate to that project. When the non-contractible resources of a partner are specially
important for the expected joint bene�t of the collaboration, the Consortium�s best option
is to deviate from its �rst-best project and to approach the interests of that partner. The
increase in the probability of success compensates the decrease in the total value of a
successful outcome, and hence the expected bene�t increases. More speci�cally:

- when eu is non-veri�able, the University is not willing to devote as much resources for an
applied project as it would be jointly preferred. In Region 1AU , the relative market
value of the invention M0 is su¢ ciently high, meaning that a successful project
brings a relatively high market value. Also in Region 1AU , the bene�t-cost of the
University�s e¤ort RU is su¢ ciently high, meaning that the University�s resources
are important for the success of the collaborative research. Both conditions ensure
that the Consortium is sensible to academics�preferences. Since a research project
closer to the University�s interests acts as an incentive for its e¤ort, the Consortium
prefers to select a less applied (more basic) project than in the �rst-best solution;

- when the Firm contributes with non-contractible e¤ort for the joint project, it does
not consider the positive externality that its e¤ort has on the University�s expected
gain. As a result, the Firm chooses to exert less e¤ort than it is jointly desirable.
In order to reduce as much as possible the impact of such individualistic approach,
the Consortium prefers a project closer to the Firm�s interests. Given mf > mu;

the �rst-best project is already the most preferred of the Firm, thus no further
distortion can be made. This means that, under mf > mu and veri�ability of
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University�s e¤ort, the best joint project is exactly the same as in the �rst-best
scenario;

- in the presence of a double moral-hazard, the divergence of preferences creates an
ambiguity on how to use the type of project as an incentive mechanism. The result
depends on whose e¤ort is more important for the success of the project and how
valuable is such success. In Region 1AUF ; a successful result brings a su¢ ciently high
relative market value (high M0); and the University is relatively important for such
outcome (high RU). Therefore, in Region 1AUF ; University�s interests dominate and
x is more basic than in �rst-best.
In the case of double moral-hazard, the e¤ort of the Firm is also non-contractible.
In order to motivate it, the Consortium chooses a more applied project than in the
case where only University�s e¤ort is non-veri�able.

Figure 2.4 depicts the comparison of best projects for the Consortium as well as the
expected joint bene�t, under the di¤erent informational contexts, for parameters in Region
1AUF .

1 x

EWAU

xAUxAUF

EW*

EWAUF

EWAF

0=
= x* = xAF

1 x

EWAU

xAUxAUF

EW*

EWAUF

EWAF

0=
= x* = xAF

Figure 2.4: Optimal joint expected gain under �rst-best (EW �), moral hazard from one of the

partners (Firm, EWAF ; University, EWAU ), and double moral-hazard (EWAUF ).

I now present some comparative statics results for the collaboration outcome, when
University�s e¤ort is non-contractible.

Corollary 2.3.2 Under non-veri�ability of University�s e¤ort, the best collaborative
project in Region 1AU becomes closer to the University�s interests when: i) Bf increases,
thus increasing the market value of the invention; ii) Bu decreases, thus decreasing the
scienti�c value of the publication; iii) the importance of the Firm�s e¤ort for the success,
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k; decreases; iv) the Firm�s e¤ort becomes more costly, higher cf ; v) the University�s e¤ort
becomes less costly, smaller cu; vi) the loss in the market value of a less applied invention,
mf ; decreases; vii) the loss in the scienti�c value of a less basic publication, mu; increases.

A higher market value, Bf , increases the importance of the University�s involvement in
the research, to ensure a larger probability of success. The Consortium selects a project
closer to University�s interest, as an incentive mechanism for eu: Conversely, when Bu
increases, the higher scienti�c value of the research already acts as a motivation for the
University. The optimal collaborative project can be more applied, closer to the �rst-best.

When k decreases, the Firm�s e¤ort becomes relatively less important for the success
of the project, whereas for the University the opposite holds. In order to induce a higher
eu; the Consortium chooses a less applied project.

With a higher coe¢ cient cost cf , the optimal level of Firm�s e¤ort decreases. A smaller
ef means a smaller probability of success. This reduction may, however, be partially com-
pensated by increasing the University�s e¤ort. In order to induce such larger involvement
of the University, the project becomes more basic research, that is, x increases. The
inverse happens, x becomes more applied, when the University�s e¤ort is more costly,
through a higher cu.

A smaller marginal loss mi means that partner i experiments a smaller loss, when the
project is di¤erent from its most preferred. Whenmf is smaller, the impact on the market
value of the invention due to a less applied project is smaller and, therefore, Consortium
may a¤ord to choose a project closer to the University�s interests. Conversely, a smaller
mu is linked with a smaller loss in the scienti�c value whenever the project is more applied.
In this case, the Consortium prefers a more applied project.

When it is possible to establish transfers between partners, the incentive for the in-
volvement of a partner in the joint project may also come through a share in the revenue of
the other partner. The next proposition formalizes this result, for the case when only the
University�s e¤ort is non-veri�able, and academics receive a share tf 2 [0; 1) of the market
value of a successful invention. We consider the two following regions of parameters:

Region 1AUT : M0 >
mf�mu

mu�mf(2�tf)tf
and RU >

(mf�mu)(M0+1)

[mu�mf(2�tf)tf ]M0�(mf�mu)
;

Region 2AUT : otherwise.

Proposition 2.3.3 With non-veri�ability of the University�s e¤ort, if the University re-
ceives a share of the market value from a successful project, the joint optimal project is
closer to the �rst-best. In particular, in Region 1AUT ; the joint preferred type of project
is between the �rst-best and the one chosen when no share is given. In Region 2AUT ; the
project is exactly the �rst-best.

When eu is non-veri�able; denote by xAUT the best project when the University receives
a share tf , and by xAU the best project when tf = 0. Figure 2.5 presents the proposition,
in Region 1AUT :
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Figure 2.5: Joint expected gain in the �rst-best (EW �), and under University�s moral-hazard

(with transfer, EWAUT ; without transfer, EWAU ).

Region 1AUT emphasizes the high market value of a successful research (high M0),
as well as the relative importance of the University for such success (high RU). Under
this region, the Consortium selects a less applied project than in the �rst-best, in order
to motivate academics�e¤ort. Making the University also a bene�ciary of a successful
invention is an alternative way of motivating its scientists. As a result, the higher is tf ,
the closer is the research to the �rst-best. Nevertheless, the higher is tf ; the lower is the
remaining share for the Firm. The boundary level of Firm�s expected gain that still makes
it willing to collaborate dictates the optimum value of tf :

An alternative way of comparing both situations, with and without transfer, is to
analyze both regions 1AUT and 1AU : Since Region 1AUT �Region 1AU ; the conditions
ensuring xAUT > 0 are more restrictive than the ones for xAU > 0.8

Similarly, when only the Firm�s e¤ort is non-veri�able, it is jointly bene�cial to transfer
a share of the University�s revenue to the Firm. This transfer would not change the optimal
project chosen by the Consortium (since it is already the �rst-best x = 0), but it increases
the amount of e¤ort that the Firm is willing to exert in the collaboration. As such, it
enhances the joint expected gain.

8Figure 2.9, in the Appendix Two, represents these two regions.
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2.3.2 Decentralized Governance

Under a decentralized governance structure, one of the parties involved, the Firm or
the University, proposes to the other the joint development of a research project. The
governing party designs a contract with the characteristics of the relation, which the other
party can accept or reject. Apart from de�ning the type of the common project and the
e¤ort of the party in governance, the contract may also specify the amount of resources
that the second party should devote to it. This speci�cation of e¤ort may or not be
possible, depending on their veri�ability. I analyze both cases: when the e¤ort of the
other party is veri�able, and when it is not.9

Firm�s governance

When eu is veri�able, the Firm proposes to the University a contract that speci�es the
type of project and the amount of e¤ort that the academics must exert. The freedom of the
Firm in designing the contract is, however, limited by the outside option of the University.
The following proposition states the result, considering two regions of parameters:

Region 1PU : RF >
m2
u[m

2
f (2Bu�mu)+muB2f ]

2m2
f (Bu�mu)[mf (Bu�mu)+muBf ]

;

Region 2PU : otherwise.

Proposition 2.3.4 When University�s e¤ort is veri�able and the Firm designs the col-
laborative contract, the University earns as much as in its outside option of developing
research alone. In Region 1PU , the Firm proposes its most preferred project x = 0: In
Region 2PU , the Firm proposes a more basic project, x > 0:

Due to divergences in the preferences and the existence of an outside option for the
University, the Firm may face some constraints in selecting its most preferred project
under collaboration. As long as its contribution for the success is relatively more important
than the University�s contribution (high bene�t-cost ratio of the Firm RF , or equivalently,
low RU), the Firm selects x = 0: This is the case in Region 1PU : There, the damage that
an applied project causes to the University is completely compensated by the increase in
the probability of success when collaborating with the Firm.10

When eu is non-veri�able, the Firm�s best contract takes into consideration not only
the participation constraint of its partner, but also the role of incentives of a more basic
project towards inducing a higher eu: Considering the two following regions, the next
proposition states the result:

9Under the decentralized governance, the e¤ort of the party in governance is considered veri�able.
Introducing non-veri�ability of this e¤ort would induce an additional incentives contraint. Since this in-
crease in complexity of qualitative results would not have a qualitative impact, the veri�ability assumption
is kept.
10As stated in the Model section, in this chapter the focus is on the role of incentives for the outcome of

collaboration. As Proposition 2.3.4 shows, however, participation constraints can also a¤ect the outcome
of collaboration. Future work may enlarge this discussion.
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Region 1FG: M0 >
mf

mu
and RU >

mfM0

muM0�mf
;

Region 2FG: otherwise.

Proposition 2.3.5 Under non-veri�ability of University�s e¤ort, the Firm may propose
a less applied project than its most preferred one, to increase University�s involvement.
This is the case in Region 1FG; where x > 0: In Region 2FG; the Firm chooses exactly its
most-preferred project, x = 0.

In Region 1FG; a successful research brings a su¢ ciently high relative market value
(high M0), and the relative contribution of the University for such success is signi�cantly
high (high RU). Under such conditions, the Firm chooses a less applied project than its
most preferred, that is, x > 0; to motivate University�s e¤ort.

University�s governance

When ef is veri�able, the collaboration contract that the University designs is only
constrained by the willingness of the Firm to participate in such joint project. When
the relative importance of the Firm to have a successful project is high (high RF ), its
participation constraint induces the University to choose a less basic project than its
most preferred. Otherwise, the University proposes the joint development of x = 1, and a
level for ef that makes the Firm (almost) indi¤erent between collaboration and its outside
option.

When ef is non-veri�able, the choice of the project becomes an instrument to moti-
vate Firm�s involvement in the common project. Considering the two following regions,
the next proposition states the result.

Region 1UG: S1 > mu

mf
and RF > muS1

mfS1�mu
;

Region 2UG: otherwise.

Proposition 2.3.6 When the University governs the collaboration and Firm�s e¤ort is
non-veri�able, the chosen project may not be the University�s most preferred, as a way to
motivate Firm�s e¤ort. In Region 1UG the project is more applied than the University�s
most-preferred, x < 1. In Region 2UG; the University chooses x = 1.

In Region 1UG, the relative scienti�c value of a discovery (S1), as well as the Firm�s
importance for such success (RF ) are high enough to make the University sensible to
Firm�s interests. As a result, the best option for the academics is to propose the joint
development of a less basic project than its most-preferred. By doing so, the University
gives an incentive to a higher e¤ort of the Firm and, hence, increases its own expected
gain.
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2.3.3 Comparison of outcomes: Centralized vs Decentralized
governance

From the previous analysis, we may conclude that the type of research under collaboration
can be used as an incentive tool, both under centralized and decentralized structures of
governance. Nevertheless, the optimal project is not always the same for both structures.
In fact, when the Firm governs the collaboration and selects a less applied project than
its most-preferred (and �rst-best), it is also true that a Consortium facing moral-hazard
from the University also prefers x > 0: Taking into account the conditions that ensure
x > 0 for the centralized context with either moral-hazard from the University (situation
AU) or double moral-hazard (situation AUF ), and for the decentralized context with
Firm�s initiative (situation F ), we conclude that: Region 1FG �Region 1AUF �Region
1AU : Furthermore, the following corollary holds:

Corollary 2.3.3 In the Region 1FG; it is possible to establish the following comparison
between optimal research projects: 0 < xF < xAUF < xAU :

Figure 2.6 below presents this corollary as well as the expected joint gain for the
di¤erent scenarios, considering parameters in Region 1FG.
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Figure 2.6: Joint expected gain under Consortium (EW �; EWAU ; EWAUF ), and under

Firm�s governance with non-veri�able eu (EW
F ).

A similar reasoning can be developed for x = 1: Comparing University and Consortium
governance, having the University choosing a less basic project than individually it would
prefer, is a su¢ cient condition for all the remaining projects being also smaller than 1.
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2.4 Policy Intervention: Prize

From the previous section, it is clear that informational asymmetries on the amount of
e¤ort that each partner decides to allocate to the common project, a¤ect the outcome of
such collaboration. In order to reduce the negative impact of a moral-hazard problem, the
governor of the relationship (either the Consortium or one of the partners) may decide to
deviate from its most preferred project. An additional way to reduce ine¢ ciencies arising
from the moral-hazard problem is to allow a monetary transfer between partners. In this
section, I analyze a third mechanism to motivate the partners to dedicate more resources
for the collaboration: through (public) prizes.

Given that raising public funds is costly, society is only willing to give an extra-reward
for the collaborative research, when the associated bene�ts more than compensate.11 In
the case of a research project, these bene�ts can be several. In the framework of the present
chapter, all the bene�ts are already considered in the values of the project. Nevertheless,
society may still be interested in promoting a more e¢ cient outcome by increasing the
reward of a successful project developed under collaboration, that is, by giving a prize.
The conditions presented here under which this public intervention is optimal, may then
be consider as a lower boundary for those cases where other bene�ts for society may exist.

The previous analysis of collaboration outcome considers two alternative governance
structures: centralized and decentralized. It has been shown that the centralized structure
allows to obtain a higher joint expected gain and, hence, leads to a more e¢ cient outcome.
The conditions under which society prefers to give an extra-reward for the collaboration
with centralized governance, are then su¢ cient to ensure that society also prefers to
intervene under a decentralized structure. Therefore, I only focus on giving an extra-
reward (prize) for research collaboration with Consortium governance.

Let z � 0 represent the prize for the research that is already collaborative and � 2 R+
be the cost of such public funds. Considering that both market and scienti�c values
re�ect all the bene�ts from a research project, a Social Planner�s objective function is
represented by:

ES = p (VF + VU + z)� CF � CU � (1 + �) zp
= p (VF + VU � �z)� CF � CU :

The probability of success p; the market and scienti�c values of a successful outcome, VF
and VU ; and the cost of resources involved, CF and CU ; are the same as de�ned in the
Section 2 (expressions (2.2.3), (2.2.1), (2.2.2), (2.2.4), and (2.2.5), respectively). .

Let us consider the case where the Social Planner has the capability to de�ne both
the total amount of the prize, z; and the fraction that each party receives: � 2 [0; 1] is
the fraction for the Firm, whereas (1� �) the fraction for the University. After observing
11As explicit in the model and common in the literature, the cost of public funds relates not only to

the decrease of resources somewhere else, but also to distortions that such decrease creates (La¤ont &
Tirole, 1993).
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the Social Planner�s decision, the Consortium decides on the type of project to develop,
and on the amount of resources to allocate, in a similar way as before.

The objective functions for the Firm, the University, and the Consortium are now,
respectively:

E�F = p (VF + �z)� CF ;

E�U = p [VU + (1� �) z]� CU ;

EW = E�F + E�U :

When both e¤orts are veri�able and, hence, contractible, the Consortium chooses the
project x = 0; whether there is or not a prize. Since the Consortium�s decision does not
consider the cost of the public funds, �; the possibility of having a prize leads to excessive
levels of e¤ort, from the social point of view. Therefore, in the symmetric information
case, the best social solution is not to give a prize to collaboration.

When the involvement of at least one the collaborators is non-contractible, however,
it may be optimal to give a prize for such partner. The prize not only motivates the
non-contractible e¤ort, but also allows to choose a project that is closer to the �rst-best.
Next proposition states the result.

Proposition 2.4.1 When the e¤ort of at least one of the partners is non-veri�able, its
e¤ort is su¢ ciently important for the success of the project, the success of the project is
su¢ ciently valuable, and the cost of public funds is not very high, it is optimal to give a
prize to such partner.12

In case of a double moral-hazard, either � = 0 or � = 1; that is, it is never socially
optimal to simultaneously give a prize to both partners.

Furthermore, with a prize, the optimal project comes closer to the �rst-best.

When only University�s e¤ort is non-veri�able, the Consortium may motivate the
University for a higher involvement by choosing a project closer to its most-preferred,
as seen in the previous section. Under such scenario, the prize has the double impact
of increasing the resources involved in the research, and of approximating the project
type to the �rst-best (x = 0): When the cost of collecting public funds is not very high,
the socially optimal solution is to attribute a prize to the University, which acts as an
incentive substitute of a more basic research.

When only Firm�s e¤ort is non-veri�able, the Consortium chooses the most applied
research, independently of the existence or not of a prize. When the cost of public funds
is not very high, however, it may be socially desirable to attribute a prize to the Firm.
Such intervention increases the involvement of the Firm in the collaborative research to
an amount closer to the �rst best, thus improving the probability of a successful outcome.

When the e¤orts of both partners are non-veri�able, the previous arguments justify
the allocation of a prize for their involvement on the collaborative project. Nevertheless,
12In Appendix Two, the proof of the proposition makes explicit the upper boundary of � compatible

with the prize of each partner.
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only one of the two partners should receive the extra-reward. When RU is high, the
University e¤ort is relatively more important for a successful outcome. Giving a prize
to academics increases the amount of resources that they are willing to devote for the
collaboration project and, hence, the expectation of a joint gain enlarges. Conversely,
when RF is high, the prize should be given to the Firm.

2.5 Generalization

In this section, I show that the results of the previous Sections 3 and 4 are robust to more
general speci�cation of the model.

As before, let us consider one University and one Firm, with single-peaked preferences
over the type of research projects. The two most preferred projects (one for each party)
are the two extremes of a line of unitary measure. A point x 2 [0; 1] in this line identi�es
a research project.

In case of a successful outcome, a project developed under collaboration translates in
an invention for the Firm and in a scienti�c publication for the University. The invention
has a market value VF (x) ; and the scienti�c publication has a scienti�c value VU (x) : VF
is a decreasing function of x, while VU is an increasing function of x, and each of these
functions Vi is non-convex on x; i.e., @VF@x < 0,

@VU
@x
> 0, @

2Vi
@x2

� 0 for i = F;U:
In case of a failure, the projects brings no value for any of the two parties. The

probability of success depends on the e¤ort that each party exerts to the project, p (ef ; eu),
increasing and non-convex in each of the arguments: @p

@ei
> 0; @

2p
@e2i
� 0:

For exerting an e¤ort ei, party i has a cost Ci (ef ; eu), where @Ci
@ei
� 0; @2Ci

@e2i
� 0:

As far as second-order e¤ects are concerned, let us consider three alternative cases:13

1. complementarity of e¤orts, both in the probability of success and in the costs:
@2p
@ei@ej

> 0; @2Ci
@ei@ej

< 0;

2. substitutability of e¤orts: @2p
@ei@ej

< 0; @2Ci
@ei@ej

> 0;

3. independence of e¤orts: @2p
@ei@ej

= 0; @2Ci
@ei@ej

= 0:

The remain structure of the model, namely in terms of governance and veri�ability of
e¤orts, is the same as before.

Consider, �rst, a centralized structure of governance. When both e¤orts are veri�able,
the decision problem of the Consortium is:

max
fx;ef ;eug

EW = p (ef ; eu) [VF (x) + VU (x)]� CF (ef ; eu)� CU (ef ; eu) ;

13The two initial alternatives (complementarity, and substitutability) are de�ned in strict sense (with
strict inequality). The results for the weak complementarity and weak substitutability (with weak in-
equality) can, afterwards, be easily deduced.
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subject to the participation constraints of both parties. When such constraints are satis-
�ed, collaboration is preferred to a situation where both parties do research alone. The
solutions for the Consortium problem follow as:

e�i :
@p

@ei
(ef ; eu) [VF (x) + VU (x)] =

@Ci
@ei

(ef ; eu) +
@Cj
@ei

(ef ; eu) ; (2.5.1)

x� : p (ef ; eu)

�
@VF
@x

+
@VU
@x

�
= 0; (2.5.2)

where i; j = F;U , and i 6= j:
With the speci�c functional forms of Section 2, namely assuming linearity of the

values Vi towards the type of project x, the best research is either a corner solution or
undetermined. Nevertheless, as condition (2.5.2) emphasizes, once we leave the linearity
assumption, it may also appear interior solutions x� 2 (0; 1).
When the e¤ort of one of the parties is non-contractible, its level is individually decided

by that party:

eAii :
@p

@ei
(ef ; eu)Vi (x) =

@Ci
@ei

(ef ; eu) :

The optimal decision of the Consortium becomes:

eAij :
@p

@ej
(ef ; eu) [VF (x) + VU (x)] +

@p

@ei

@ei
@ej

(ef ; eu)Vj (x)

=
@Cj
@ej

(ef ; eu) +
@Ci
@ej

(ef ; eu) ; (2.5.3)

xAi : p (ef ; eu)

�
@VF
@x

+
@VU
@x

�
+
@p

@ei

@ei
@x
(ef ; eu)Vj (x) = 0: (2.5.4)

Comparing (2.5.3) and (2.5.4) with the previous (2.5.1) and (2.5.2), respectively, is
visible the existence of a new term (hereafter, called external e¤ect), due to the in�uence
of the choices of the Consortium on the non-contractible e¤ort of party i. The following
proposition then holds:

Proposition 2.5.1 Assume the e¤ort of party i is non-contractible. When the external
e¤ect of ei in the choice of project is strong enough, the Consortium distorts its �rst-best
decision towards the most preferred project of party i.

When both e¤orts are non-veri�able (double-moral-hazard), the distortion of the project
is towards the preferences of the party causing the higher external e¤ect.

In terms of e¤orts, if only e¤ort i is non-contractible, the Consortium chooses an
e¤ort for j that is:

� higher than in �rst-best, when e¤orts are complementary,

� smaller than in �rst-best, when e¤orts are substitutes,
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� equal to the �rst-best, when e¤orts are independent.

Consider now the decentralized structure of governance. Party j is responsible to
de�ne the characteristics of the research collaboration and its own e¤ort ej, but the e¤ort
of party i is non-contractible. The optimal decision of party j is given by:

ejGj :
@p

@ej
(ef ; eu)Vj (x) +

@p

@ei

@ei
@ej

(ef ; eu)Vj (x)

=
@Cj
@ej

(ef ; eu) ; (2.5.5)

xjG : p (ef ; eu)
@Vj
@x

+
@p

@ei

@ei
@x
(ef ; eu)Vj (x) = 0: (2.5.6)

When the decentralized governance faces moral-hazard from its partner, the external
e¤ect is present. Nevertheless, since under decentralized governance the decisions are
individually taken, the value of the external e¤ects are smaller than with Consortium�s
governance. This implies the following result.

Proposition 2.5.2 Assume that the e¤ort of party i is non-contractible. When the ex-
ternal e¤ect of ei in the choice of project is strong enough, party j�s governance may
distort its �rst-best decision towards the most preferred project of party i. Nevertheless,
comparing with a Consortium governance, the decentralized governance of j always choose
a project closer to j0s preferences.
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2.6 Discussion and Implications of the Results

Research collaboration between �rms and universities brings mutual gains through en-
hancing the probability of achieving discoveries valuable for both partners. Cultural and
goals divergences may, however, become obstacles for the interaction of the two parties.
My results help to predict the sustainability and outcomes of collaboration, in the presence
of those divergences. These results focus on four main ideas.

First, when the resources of a partner are non-contractible, choosing a project closer to
the interests of this partner is a way of inducing it to exert a higher e¤ort for the common
project. With more resources being devoted to the project, a successful outcome is more
probable. Although the initial distortion of the characteristics of the project could a¤ect
negatively the value of the outcome, the increase in the probability of a success may
compensate that. As a result, the expected return of the project may be higher. My
analysis shows that distortion of the characteristics of the project is worth when two
conditions are satis�ed: �rst, when the impact of non-veri�able e¤ort is relatively more
important for obtaining a success than the e¤ort of the other partner; second, when the
value of a successful outcome is su¢ ciently large, in particular for the partner whose
interests are damaged due to the change in project.

Second, changing the characteristics of a project is an incentive mechanism that may
enhance the expected gain of the collaboration, both under a centralized and a decentral-
ized structure of governance. Nevertheless, under a decentralized structure, the outcome
is always closer to the interests of the partner promoting the collaboration. As a conse-
quence, under decentralization, the collaboration holds a smaller expected gain than in
the case of centralization.

Third, besides changing the characteristics of the project, an alternative mechanism
of motivating the supply of e¤ort can be the establishment of a transfer between the
partners. In particular, when the partner whose resources are non-contractible receives
a share of the revenue of the other partner, the negative impact of the moral-hazard
decreases. As a result, the type of the project can be closer to the �rst-best.

Fourth, society may be interested in giving an extra-reward to the collaboration, in
order to reduce the ine¢ ciency caused by moral-hazard. This is the case when the non-
contractible resources of one of the partners are relevant to obtain a successful result, and
when the value of a successful project is su¢ ciently high to justify policy intervention.

My claims support the empirical evidence that universities and �rms tend to collab-
orate in more fundamental, general-purpose research (e.g., Veugelers & Cassiman, 2005;
Caloghirou et al., 2001). Scientists�dedication and e¤ort to research is usually di¢ cult
to verify (Cockburn & Henderson, 1998), and therefore a university may be unable to
commit on the resources that it allocates for collaboration. The university�s involvement
may, however, be highly relevant for the success of a project. As such, my results show
that it may be optimal to develop a project whose characteristics are closer to academics�
interests. This incentive mechanism is particularly suitable when the goals of the two
partners are more aligned (smaller marginal losses mi, in the language of the model).
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When that is the case, the smaller is the reduction in the value of one partner by chang-
ing the characteristics of a project towards the other�s interests, the smaller is the con�ict
of interests in the partnership. For example, in the research agreement started in 1994
between the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and the pharmaceutical �rm
Amgen, this alignment of interests is perceived as the main reason for the viability of the
relation. Initial doubts on how di¤erent institutions would be able to jointly develop a
project that would be bene�cial for both partners, were not materialized due to the prox-
imity of interests. In 2002, however, the reverse happened. The shift in the goals of the
�rm towards a greater emphasis on marketing, raised serious concerns on the collaboration
persistence (Lawler, 2003; Lacetera, 2006).

In my framework, I consider that the outcome of a successful research renders both
market and scienti�c values, respectively for a �rm and a university. The analysis does
not directly deal with the problems that partners may face in appropriating those values.
The main justi�cations for taking such approach is twofold. First, my aim is to focus on
how informational problems can a¤ect the outcome of a collaborative research between
two di¤erent institutions. Second, there is no clear pattern on how intellectual property
rights a¤ect collaboration between �rms and universities. Some authors �nd no evidence
that concerns about appropriating the bene�ts of new knowledge are an obstacle to the
relationship (e.g., Veugelers & Cassiman, 2005), while other authors �nd that those con-
cerns may be a barrier to collaboration (e.g., Hall et al., 2001). Nevertheless, this issue can
be addressed in my framework. In the model, the variable x represents the basic research
features of a project that is valuable for the University. Academics�knowledge produc-
tion is by nature open to society, with no rivalry in its use, and often non-excludable (the
"intellectual commons" concept of Argyres & Liebeskind, 1998). Therefore, an additional
interpretation for x is to consider it a measure of how non-excludable is new knowledge
of the project. As x becomes smaller than one, the knowledge produced becomes more
excludable (so further from University�s main goal), but with higher valuable commercial
applications. As Argyres & Liebeskind (1998) mention, biotechnology is an example of
such type of research, where excludability increases the private value of the knowledge,
while decreasing the amount of knowledge publicly available.

Considering this alternative interpretation for x; my results are also consistent with
the �ndings of Zucker & Darby (1995). Analyzing cooperation between star bioscientists
and biotechnology enterprises, they �nd evidence that as the expected commercial value
of the research increases and scientists receive a share from that value, they decrease
the di¤usion of the discoveries to other scientists. In the language of my model, this
corresponds to the result of Proposition 2.3.3: when University receives a share of the
market value of the outcome, the optimal type of project is closer to Firm�s interests
(optimal x decreases).
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2.6.1 Managerial Implications

The results of this chapter bring concrete management insights for the collaboration
between �rms and universities.

First, when a partner cannot commit on the amount of resources it dedicates to a
common project, it may be optimal to change for a type of research closer to the interests
of that partner. This is particularly so, when its involvement is relatively important to
obtain a successful outcome and the successful outcome brings a su¢ ciently high value,
in particular for the partner feeling the external e¤ect.

Second, in case the change in the characteristics of the project is too costly and
partners do not agree on it, but still �nd it worth to collaborate, the problem of non-
commitment of resources can be reduced by a higher interaction between the partners.
This means that, rather than considering the veri�ability of e¤ort, we may refer to the
capacity of commitment on a certain level of e¤ort. This is also the conclusion of the
head of the pharmaceutical �rm Amgen, Gordon Binder, whose experience of successful
collaboration with MIT was based on regular joint research between Amgen�s researchers
and MIT�s scientists: "What doesn�t work is to give a university a ton of money and
then sit back to wait for useful returns" (Lawler, 2003, page 331). Despite other bene�ts
that team work may have, when academic scientists and the researchers of the �rm work
regularly together, it may be possible to reduce the informational problems on the re-
sources employed. Developing research in a team environment, increases the possibilities
of each partner to monitor the amount of resources that the other partner devotes to the
common project. When such higher accountability is combined with a higher bargaining
power of the partner whose interests are harmed with the non-veri�ability of resources,
then team work increases the expected gains of the collaboration. This reasoning may ex-
plain the recent trend in companies�collaboration strategy, when moving from large-scale
agreements to contracts with individual scientists (Lawler, 2003).

From the point of view of the Firm, the research collaboration with individual scientists
may also be interpreted as a way to adopt a decentralized management strategy, under
the Firm�s initiative. As the results of the model show, in this scenario, the Firm is able
to implement a project closer to its interests.

Three more examples of research collaboration between a �rm and a university re-
inforce the relevance and application of my framework (the �rst two examples are also
discussed by Lacetera, 2006).

Example 1, Novartis and Berkeley University:

In November 1998, the Swiss pharmaceutical Novartis established an agreement with
Berkeley University, California, under which the company paid $25 million over 5
years to the university. In exchange, the company had access to university�s plant
and microbial biology department labs and to scienti�c discoveries coming from the
university. In terms of my framework, this corresponds to a collaborative relation
where the e¤ort of the �rm is veri�able (money), but the resources of the university
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are not. In fact, there was no explicit commitment from the university to devote
its resources for a common project, �rst and above all, because there was no exact
de�nition of a common project and, in particular, there was no exact goal that
the university should ful�ll. In this scenario, is natural to deduce that academic
researchers would be work on projects closer to their own research interests, rather
than to the interests of the �rm. In case of divergence of objectives between the two
partners, we could expect the outcome of the cooperation would be more valuable
to the university than to the �rm. The reality con�rmed those expectations. Ac-
cording to several comments both from Berkeley University and from outsiders, the
arrangement was a "terri�c (good) deal for the university" (Robert Price, Berke-
ley�s associate vice chancellor for research, in Lawler, 2003) and "a bad deal" for
the company (Lawrence Busch, Michigan State University in East Lansing).

Example 2, DuPont and MIT Alliance, DMA:

In 2000, the American company DuPont and MIT established an agreement in the
areas of materials, chemical and biological sciences. The initial agreement of �ve
years involved an investment of $35 million to develop new materials and processes
at bioelectronics, biosensors, biomimetic materials, and alternative energy sources.
The success of this �rst interaction justi�ed its renewal in 2005 for additional �ve
years and to new areas as nanocomposites, nanoelectronic materials, and alternative
energy technologies. Two main reasons for the success of such collaboration were
given: on the one hand, the proximity of interests between the two partners (what
in the model is considered as a small value of the marginal loss mi); on the other
hand, the working methodology where both MIT faculty and DuPont colleagues
de�ne together research opportunities (a Consortium management, which as the
model shows maximizes the aggregate bene�ts of the project).

Example 3, Rolls-Royce and Pusan National University (PNU):

The power systems provider �rm Rolls-Royce established a research collaboration
agreement in January 2006 with PNU, to develop ultra-light weight heat exchang-
ers. The goal is to, jointly, develop technologies that will be applied to Rolls-Royce�s
engines for the aviation, marine and energy sectors. The most important headquar-
ters of the joint research are the existing Rolls-Royce University Technology Centres
(UTCs), and the �rm expects the activity of PNU to be aligned with the one at the
UTCs (Rolls-Royce, 2006). In the language of my framework, this corresponds to a
decentralized governance, under the initiative of the �rm. As expected, the purpose
of the project is closer to the interests of the �rm. Nevertheless, the proximity of
interests of the two parties (small mi), and a work methodology based on teams
formed by researchers from both partners are key ingredients for the success of this
project.

Besides the insights on the management of collaboration between �rms and universi-
ties, the reasoning of my framework can also be applicable towards a better understanding
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of the internal organization of research in the Firm. When developing research in-house,
the Firm recruits scientists specialized in the �eld. Nevertheless, the most quali�ed sci-
entists are often not very motivated to work in private �rms, where they may face re-
strictions on publishing and di¢ culties to pursue their academic research paths (Aghion
et al., 2005). An incentive mechanism to involve these scientists in the projects of the
Firm, may then allow them to continue publishing and use the Firm�s research results
(at least partially) for the development of their own academic agenda. In the language
of the model, this corresponds to a project whose characteristics are closer to academic
scientists�interests (higher x). As a result, the smaller value of the outcome for the Firm
(higher x implies smaller market value VF ), may be compensated by an increase in the
probability of success, due to a higher involvement of the scientists (higher eu).

2.6.2 Policy Implications

From the policy point of view, my analysis delivers some implications discussed below.

First, in the presence of non-veri�able resources in the collaboration between �rms and
universities, the negative impact of the moral-hazard can be reduced by giving a prize to
the collaborative research. This is an optimal strategy when the cost of public funds is
small as compared with the expected bene�ts of the project.

Second, as discussed, working in teams may increase the monitoring of partners�ef-
fort. Policy measures promoting the interaction of researchers from both institutions (or
enhancing their mobility between �rms and universities) may then have a positive impact
on the expected gains of collaborative research.

Third, the aggregate expected gain from collaboration is maximized under a centralized
governance, rather than a decentralized one. Policy measures that give incentives to the
former have a clear bene�t for society.
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2.7 Conclusion

This chapter studies how institutional di¤erences between business and academia a¤ect
the outcome of their collaboration in research. Distinct research goals is a source of
disagreement on the type of project to be jointly developed. When the amount of resources
that one of the parties shall employ is non-veri�able, it may be optimal for the other party
to agree on a research that is not its most preferred type. The party with non-veri�able
resources is willing to enhance its contribution, when collaboration is on a project closer to
its interests. The optimality of this incentive mechanism is conditional on two requisites.
First, a su¢ ciently high value of a successful outcome for the party feeling the externality
e¤ect. Second, a relatively high importance of the non-contractible e¤ort for the success.
In comparative statics terms, the model predicts that when collaboration involves a more
scienti�c-base �rm, the best joint project becomes closer to the most preferred of the
university. Conversely, when a university has more applied interests, the optimal research
is less basic.

In the presence of a moral-hazard problem from at least one of the partners, incen-
tives may also come by means of monetary transfers. Without policy intervention, the
collaborator with non-veri�able e¤ort should receive a share of the reward of the other
party. This is the best option, when the non-veri�able resources are su¢ ciently important
for the success of the project. When the payment of transfers between collaborators is
not possible, a policy intervention may be in the interest of society. A prize to the non-
contractible involvement is welfare improving when the cost of public funds is not too
large. Public intervention has two positive e¤ects for collaboration: it increases the e¤ort
of the partners, and it approaches the type of project to the �rst-best. By increasing
the expected bene�t of collaboration, the intervention reduces the negative impact of a
moral-hazard situation.

The bene�ts from basic research may have a long-term horizon. In my static model,
possible future gains from research are already taken into account, when we interpret both
market and scienti�c values of a successful outcome as the present value of a stream of
gains. An interesting extension of this analysis would be to consider a dynamic framework
with several periods of time, and myopic partners interacting in each period of time. If
the type of project today in�uences the outcome tomorrow, there would be intertempo-
ral e¤ects probably not internalized by partners. The design of policy would then be
particularly important for the achievement of socially desirable result.

The present chapter focus on incentives issues for a collaborative relation, that is
already formed. Further developments may bring interesting insights for a previous stage,
when partners select with whom they will develop such collaboration.

Empirically, also some work is still to be done. First, in terms of the predictions of the
current model. The general setting used enables the discussion of the characteristics of
the collaboration, in the presence of informational problems between partners who have
di¤erent interests. The direction of the predictions depends, however, on the value of
the parameters. Data on speci�c industries and on the pro�le of academics departments
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would allow to concretize the results for particular cases. Second, on the role that the
type and frequency of interaction between partners may have on the outcome of the
relationship. In fact, the results of the present chapter stress the role of the veri�ability of
the e¤orts in obtaining a higher expected gain. Following the basic fundaments of contract
theory, veri�ability (and hence, contractibility) of e¤orts is essential to guarantee their
enforcement, during the period of interaction. In everyday�s life, however, enforcement
of e¤orts may also be related with the capacity of the parties to commit on that level of
e¤orts. Under such premises, a higher and more frequent interaction between partners
may favor this commitment capacity, thus reducing the impact of a moral-hazard problem.

2.8 Appendix Two

Proof of Proposition 2.3.1. When the e¤orts of both collaborators are veri�able,
the Consortium decides over x, ef ; and eu in order to maximize the joint bene�t of the
research project, EW: The solution for the e¤orts is:

e�f =
k

cf
(VF + VU) =

k

cf
[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x] ;

e�u =
1� k
cu

(VF + VU) =
1� k
cu

[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x] :

These optimal level of e¤orts make EW � a convex function of x and, as a consequence,
the best joint project is at one of the extremes, 0 or 1. By mf > mu, the best choice is
x� = 0, the Firm�s most preferred project:

This solution yields an expected gain for each collaborator of:

E��F =
(Bf +Bu �mu)

�
cuk

2 (Bf �Bu +mu) + 2cf (1� k)2Bf
�

2cucf
;

E��U =
(Bf +Bu �mu)

�
2cuk

2 (Bu �mu) + cf (1� k)2 (Bu �mu �Bf )
�

2cucf
:

The Firm�s participation constraint is satis�ed when RU is su¢ ciently high:

E��F � E�F;alone , RU �
cu (Bu �mu)

2

2cfBf (Bf �Bu +mu)
:

That is, when the role of the University�s e¤ort for the success of the project is su¢ ciently
important, the Firm prefers to collaborate rather then to develop research alone.

Conversely, the University�s participation constraint is satis�ed when:

E��U � E�U;alone , RF �
cf
�
B2f +mu (2Bu �mu)

�
2cu (Bu �mu) (Bf �Bu +mu)

:
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Proof of Corollary 2.3.1.

1. When both e¤orts are veri�able, the joint expected gain from the collaboration is
convex on x: As a result, the corner solution that maximizes EW only depends
on the relation between mf and mu: When mf > mu holds, the �rst best choice
is always x� = 0; no matter how the parameters of the model change inside their
domain.

2. When both e¤orts are veri�able, the maximum joint expected gain from the collab-
oration is

EW � (0) =
1

2

"
k2

cf
+
(1� k)2

cu

#
(Bf +Bu �mu) :

From this, we can verify that

@EW � (0)

@�
= [k (cf + cu)� cf ]

(Bf +Bu �mu)
2

cfcu
;

which is positive when k >
cf

cf + cu
;

@EW � (0)

@cf
= � k

2

2c2f
(Bf +Bu �mu) < 0;

@EW � (0)

@cu
= �(1� k)

2

2c2u
(Bf +Bu �mu) < 0;

@EW � (0)

@Bf
=
@W � (0)

@Bu
=
1

2

"
k2

cf
+
(1� k)2

cu

#
> 0;

@EW � (0)

@mu

= �1
2

"
k2

cf
+
(1� k)2

cu

#
< 0:

Proof of Proposition 2.3.2. The proof is made for each informational context, in
separate.

Scenario 1: Only eu is non-veri�able. When the Consortium cannot contract on eu, the
University�s best choice is given by:

max
feug

E�U = [kef + (1� k) eu]VU � CU :

The solution to this maximization problem is
eAUu = 1�k

cu
VU =

1�k
cu
(Bu �mu +mux) < e

�
u: Anticipating this decision, the Consor-
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tium maximizes the total collaboration gain by choosing:

e�f =
k

cf
(VF + VU)=

k

cf
[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x] ;

xAU =
cuk

2 (mf �mu) (Bf +Bu �mu) + cf (1� k)2 [(mf �mu) (Bu �mu)�muBf ]

cuk2 (mf �mu)
2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)

:

The best research project in this context, xAU ; is positive (more basic than in the

�rst-best) whenever Bf >
�
mf

mu
� 1
�
(Bu �mu)()M0 >

mf

mu
� 1 and

RU >
(mf�mu)(Bf+Bu�mu)
muBf�(mf�mu)(Bu�mu)

() RU >
(mf�mu)(M0+1)

muM0�(mf�mu)
: Furthermore,

RU >
(mf�mu)(M0+1)

muM0�(mf�mu)
is also su¢ cient for having EWAU concave on x; and therefore,

the solution is a maximizer of EWAU .

Figure 2.7 represents the situation.
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Figure 2.7: Consortium�s optimal project when eU is non-veri�able, xAU :

When RU <
(mf�mu)(Bf+Bu�mu)

mu(Bf�mf)�(mf�mu)Bu
; we additionally have xAU smaller than 1. This

means that, although the optimal project is less applied than in the �rst-best, it does
not go to the opposite extreme. The University is important to ensure the success of
the research, but its contribution is not su¢ ciently strong to convince the Consortium to
choose x = 1:
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With the solution
�
e�f ; e

AU
u ; xAU

�
; the collaborators reward is:

E�AUF =
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2 (1� k)2

2cu
�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
�2 �2k4c2u (mf �mu)mu+

+2 (1� k)4 c2f (mf �mu)mu � (1� k)2 k2cfcu (mf � 2mu)
2	 ;

E�AUU =
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2 (1� k)2

2cu
�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
�2 �

�
n�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

�2
m2
u � k4c2umf

o
:

The Firm�s participation constraint is satis�ed when

(1� k)6 c2f
�
2 (mf �mu)mu [RF +RU ]� (mf � 2mu)

2	 �
�
Bf
�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
�2

[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]
2 :

This means that the Firm is more willing to collaborate when k is smaller (University�s
contribution for the success is larger), and Bf is smaller (the opportunity cost from not
developing its most preferred project is not too large).

Conversely, the individual rationality constraint of the University is satis�ed when

[RU + 1]
2mu �mf �

Bu
�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
�2

k2cu [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]
2 ;

that is, for small k (University�s higher importance for the success makes the choice more
favored to its own preferences), and for small Bu (the opportunity cost from not developing
University�s most preferred project is not too large).

Scenario 2: Only ef is non-veri�able. At the second-stage, Firm�s optimal choice is
eAFf = k

cf
VF =

k
cf
(Bf �mfx) :

At the �rst stage, the Consortium decides on University�s e¤ort e�u =
1�k
cu
(VF + VU) =

1�k
cu
[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x]. The joint expected gain becomes

EWAF =
k2

2cf
VF (VF + 2VU) +

(1� k)2

2cu
(VF + VU)

2 :

Depending on the value of the parameters, EWAF can either be convex or concave. The
two possible situations are:

1. if mf > 2mu or RU >
mf(2mu�mf)
(mf�mu)

2 ; EWAF is convex on x; and the best project

chosen by the Consortium can only be one of the extremes. At x = 0 and
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x = 1; we have, respectively,

EWAF (0) =
k2

2cf
Bf [Bf + 2 (Bu �mu)] +

(1� k)2

2cu
(Bf +Bu �mu)

2

=

"
k2

2cf
+
(1� k)2

2cu

#
(Bf +Bu �mu)

2 � k2

2cf
(Bu �mu)

2 ;

EWAF (1) =
k2

2cf
(Bf �mf ) (Bf �mf + 2Bu) +

(1� k)2

2cu
(Bf �mf +Bu)

2

=

"
k2

2cf
+
(1� k)2

2cu

#
(Bf +Bu �mf )

2 � k2

2cf
Bu:

Given mf > mu, the best research project is x = 0.

2. if mf < 2mu and RU <
mf(2mu�mf)
(mf�mu)

2 ; EWAF is concave on x: The type of

project that maximizes EWAF is then

x =
cuk2[(mf�mu)Bf+mf (Bu�mu)]+cf (1�k)2(mf�mu)(Bf+Bu�mu)

cf (1�k)2(mf�mu)
2�cuk2mf(2mu�mf)

; which is negative

and out of the decision domain. Comparing EWAF (0) with EWAF (1), we
conclude that the best option is x = 0:

This means that, whether EWAF is convex or concave on x; the optimal project is
always x = 0 (as long as mf > mu).

At x = 0; the expected gain of both parties is

E�AFF =
k2Bf
2cf

+
(1� k)2Bf (Bu �mu)

cu
;

E�AFU =
k2Bf (Bu �mu)

cf
+
(1� k)2 (Bu �mu)

2

2cu
:

Since E�AFF >
k2Bf
2cf
; the participation constraint of the Firm is satis�ed. For having the

University willing to participate in the collaborative research project, it is necessary that
E�AFU > (1�k)2Bu

2cu
, RU <

2(Bu�mu)
mu(2Bu�mu)

:

Scenario 3: Both eu and ef are non-veri�able. At the second stage of this double moral-
hazard situation, each partner chooses its most preferred e¤ort: the Firm chooses
eAUFf = k

cf
VF ; and the University eAUFu = 1�k

cu
VU : Givenmf > mu, the joint expected

gain EWAUF is concave on the type of the project for RU >
mf(mf�2mu)
mu(2mf�mu)

. In this

range of parameters, the Consortium selects

xAUF =
1

cuk2mf (mf � 2mu)� cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
�

�
�
cuk

2 [Bf (mf �mu) +mf (Bu �mu)] +

cf (1� k)2 [(mf �mu) (Bu �mu)�muBf ]
	
:
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When RU >
(mf�mu)M0+mf

muM0�(mf�mu)
and M0 >

mf

mu
� 1 (Region 1AUF ), the project is more

basic than in the �rst-best: xAUF > 0: Figure 2.8 presents this result.
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Figure 2.8: Consortium optimal with double

moral-hazard.

At xAUF ; the expected pro�ts of the partners are:

E�AUFF =
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2 �k2cumf + (1� k)2 cf (mf �mu)
�

2cfcu
�
�k2cumf (2mu �mf ) + (1� k)2 cfmu (mu � 2mf )

�2 �
�
�
2 (1� k)4 c2fm2

u
+ k4c2umf � (1� k)2 k2cfcu (mf �mu)

�
;

E�AUFU =
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2 ��k2cu (mf �mu) + (1� k)2 cfmu

�
2cfcu

�
�k2cumf (2mu �mf ) + (1� k)2 cfmu (mu � 2mf )

�2 �

�
�
2k4c2umf + (1� k)4 c2fmu + (1� k)2 k2cfcu (mf �mu)

�
:

To have both participations constraints satis�ed, we must have R
¯ u

< RU < �RU ;

where R
¯ u

solves E�AUFU > (1�k)2Bu
2cu

; and �RU solves E�AUFF >
k2Bf
2cf
:

1. The best joint project under double moral-hazard is less basic than the one chosen
with only moral-hazard from the University, since

xAU � xAUF =
k2cumu

�
(1� k)2 cfmu � k2cu (mf �mu)

��
�k2cumf (2mu �mf )� (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)

� �
� [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
� :

and, therefore, xAU � xAUF > 0 in Region 1AUF :
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Proof of Corollary 2.3.2. From the Consortium best choice when only University�s
e¤ort is non-veri�able, the optimal project for Region 1AU is:

xAU =
cuk

2 (mf �mu) (Bf +Bu �mu) + cf (1� k)2 [(mf �mu) (Bu �mu)�muBf ]

cuk2 (mf �mu)
2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)

:

From this expression, we can derive how the interior solution xAU changes with respect
to the di¤erent parameters:

- xAU is increasing in Bf ; @x
AU

@Bf
=

cuk2(mf�mu)�cf (1�k)2mu

cuk2(mf�mu)
2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)

> 0;

- xAU is decreasing in Bu; @x
AU

@Bu
=

[cuk2+cf (1�k)2](mf�mu)
cuk2(mf�mu)

2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)
< 0;

- xAU is decreasing in k; @x
AU

@�
= �2(1�k)kcf cumf(mf�mu)[muBf+mf (Bu�mu)]h

cuk2(mf�mu)
2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)

i2 < 0;

- xAU is increasing in cf ; @x
AU

@cf
=

(1�k)2k2cumf(mf�mu)[muBf�mf (Bu�mu)]h
cuk2(mf�mu)

2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)
i2 > 0;

- xAU is decreasing in cu; @x
AU

@cu
= � (1�k)2k2cfmf(mf�mu)[muBf+mf (Bu�mu)]h

cuk2(mf�mu)
2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)

i2 < 0;

- xAU is decreasing in mf ;
@xAU

@mf
= 1h

cuk2(mf�mu)
2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)

i2 �� (1� k)4 c2fmu (2Bf +Bu �mu)�

�k4c2u (mf �mu)
2 (Bf +Bu �mu)�

� (1� k)2 k2cfcu [mu (3Bf + 2Bu � 2mu) +mf (Bu �mu)�

2mfmu (Bf +Bu �mu)]g < 0;

- xAU is increasing in mu;
@xAU

@mu
=

[cuk2+cf (1�k)2]h
cuk2(mf�mu)

2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)
i2 �

�
�
cuk

2 (mf �mu)
2 (Bf +Bu �mu)+

+cf (1� k)2 [2mfBu +mu (Bf +Bu)�mfmu (mu + 2Bu)]
	
> 0:
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Proof of Proposition 2.3.3. When the University receives a share tf 2 (0; 1) of
the market value, in case of a successful invention, the University�s choice for its e¤ort is
given by:

max
feug

E�U = [kef + (1� k) eu] (tfVF + VU)� CU :

From this, we obtain the optimal solution eAUTu 2
�
eAUu ; e�u

�
; with

eAUTu =
1� k
cu

(tfVF + VU) =
1� k
cu

(tfBf +Bu �mu � (tfmf �mu)x) :

Taking into account the University�s behavior, the solution to the Consortium�s maxi-
mization problem comes:

e�f =
k

cf
(VF + VU) =

k

cf
[Bf +Bu �mu � (mf �mu)x] ;

xAUT =
1

cuk2 (mf �mu)
2 � cf (1� k)2 (mu � tfmf ) [(2� tf )mf �mu]

�

�
�
cuk

2 (mf �mu) (Bf +Bu �mu)+

+cf (1� k)2 [(mf �mu) (Bu �mu)� (mu �mf tf (2� tf ))Bf ]
	
:

The expected gain to the Firm is then

E�AUTF =
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2 (1� k)2

2cu
�
k2cu (mf �mu)

2 � (1� k)2 cfmu (2mf �mu)
�2 ��

2k4c2u (mf �mu) (mu � tfmf )+

+2 (1� k)4 c2f (mf �mu) (mu � tfmf )�
� (1� k)2 k2cfcu [(1 + tf )mf � 2mu]

2	 :
The Firm is willing to collaborate when E�AUTF is at least equal to k2Bf

2cf
:

At tf = 1�
q
1� mu

mf
; this restriction is still not satis�ed and, therefore,

tf 2
�
0; 1�

q
1� mu

mf

�
: Considering this interval for tf ; the best joint project is still less

applied than in the �rst best, xAUT > 0; when

RU >
(mf�mu)(Bf+Bu�mu)

[mu�mf(2�tf)tf ]Bf�(mf�mu)(Bu�mu)
() RU >

(mf�mu)(M0+1)

[mu�mf(2�tf)tf ]M0�(mf�mu)
and

Bf >
(mf�mu)(Bu�mu)

mu�mf(2�tf)tf
() M0 >

mf�mu

mu�mf(2�tf)tf
: The �rst condition emphasizes the im-

portance of eu for the success of the project, whereas the second condition relates with
the value that a success has for the Firm (hence, to the Consortium). For these range of
parameters, the joint expected gain EWAUT is concave on x; guaranteeing that xAUT is
actually a maximizer for EW: In fact, the condition for a concave EWAUT is

RU >
(mf �mu)

2

(mu � tfmf ) [(2� tf )mf �mu]
;
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satis�ed whenever xAUT > 0; because

(mf �mu) (Bf +Bu �mu)

[mu �mf (2� tf ) tf ]Bf � (mf �mu) (Bu �mu)
� (mf �mu)

2

(mu � tfmf ) [(2� tf )mf �mu]
> 0:

For tf 2
�
0; 1�

q
1� mu

mf

�
, the selected collaborative project can still be equal to

the �rst-best. This happens when:

i) EWAUT is concave, but we are in Region 2AUT . In this case, we automatically have
xAUT < 0; and therefore the best possible project is x = 0;

ii) EWAUT is convex, but EWAUT (0) > EWAUT (1), which happens when the Firm�s
contribution for the success of the project is relatively more relevant than the Uni-
versity�s:

RF >
mu (2Bu �mu) + 2 (Bfmu �Bumf )�mf tf (2Bf �mf ) (2� tf )

mf �mu

:

The proof that xAUT < xAU for Region 1AUT comes from @xAUT

@tf
< 0; since

@xAUT

@tf
=
(1� k)2

cu (DT )
22 (1� tf ) vf (BfDT + vfNT )

where DT (=denominator of xAUT ) < 0; and NT (=numerator of xAUT ) < 0:

Figure 2.9 bellow shows Consortium�s optimal project when eu is non-veri�able, both
with transfer tf (situation AUT ) and without transfer (situation AU). As told in the
main text, Region 1AUT �Region 1AU .
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Figure 2.9: Consortium�s optimal project when eU is non-veri�able. With transfer tf : xAUT ;

without transfer: xAU :
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Proof of Proposition 2.3.4. When the Firm governs the collaboration and the
University�s e¤ort is veri�able, the design of the contract comes from the following opti-
mization problem:

max
fx;ef ;eug

E�F = [kef + (1� k) eu]VF � CF ;

s.t.

(
E�U = [kef + (1� k) eu]VU � CU � (1�k)2B2u

2cu
;

0 � x � 1:

The �rst-order conditions for this constrained maximization are:

ef =
k

cf
(VF + 1VU) ; (2.8.1)

eu =
1� k
cu

(VF + 1VU) ; (2.8.2)

[kef + (1� k) eu] (1mu �mf ) = 3 � 2; (2.8.3)

1 = 0 or E�U =
(1� k)2B2u

2cu
; (2.8.4)

2 = 0 or x = 0; (2.8.5)

3 = 0 or x = 1; (2.8.6)

i > 0; i = 1; 2; 3: (2.8.7)

where i are the Lagrangian multipliers of the constraints.

Searching for the solutions of this problem that are relevant for the proof of the
proposition, several cases are possible:

case 1. 0 < x < 1 :

From conditions (2.8.5) and (2.8.6), 2 = 3 = 0: Replacing in (2.8.3), it comes 1 =
mf

mu
> 0: Conditions (2.8.1) and (2.8.2) then state the optimal value for the e¤orts

levels:

ef =
k

cf

�
Bf �mf +

mf

mu

Bu

�
;

eu =
1� k
cu

�
Bf
mu

mf

+Bu �mu

�
:

By condition (2.8.4): 1 > 0; which means that the participation constraint of the
University is biding: E�U =

(1�k)2B2u
2cu

: The substitution of the solutions for ef and
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eu in this situation gives the optimal type of project:

x =
1

2mfmu

�
k2cumf + (1� k)2 cfmu

�
[mu (Bf �mf ) +mfBu]

�

�
�
(1� k)2 cfm2

u

�
m2
f (2Bu �mu) +muB

2
f

�
�

�2k2cum2
f (Bu �mu) [mf (Bu �mu) +muBf ]

	
:

when k2cu
(1�k)2cf

>
m2
u[m2

f (2Bu�mu)+muB2f ]
2m2

f (Bu�mu)[mf (Bu�mu)+muBf ]
that is, parameters are in Region 1PU ;

this solution is negative x < 0 which is out of the domain of x: In Region 2PU , x > 0
and the only concern is to compare this value of x with 1 (the upper bound in the
domain of x). In any case, in Region 2PU , 0 < x � 1:

case 2. x = 0 :

From condition (2.8.6): 3 = 0. Replacing in condition (2.8.3), it comes

[kef + (1� k) eu] (1mu �mf ) = �2: (2.8.8)

Two alternatives then appear:

alternative 1. E�U >
(1�k)2B2u

2cu
:

In this alternative, by condition (2.8.4), 1 = 0: But then, (2.8.2) gives eu = 1,
which is impossible.

alternative 2. E�U =
(1�k)2B2u

2cu
:

From this participation constraint, it is possible to obtain an expression of eu as a
function of ef :

eu =
(1� k) (Bu �mu) +

q
2kcu (Bu �mu) ef � (1� k)2mu (2Bu �mu)

cu
:

Replacing this expression in E�F (ef ; x = 0) and maximizing in order to ef ,
we obtain the optimal level of Firm�s e¤ort.

Proof of Proposition 2.3.5. Under University�s moral-hazard and Firm�s gover-
nance, at the second stage, the University chooses its level of involvement in the collabo-
ration, by solving:

max
feug

E�U = pVU � CU :

The optimal rule is eu = 1�k
cu
VU =

1�k
cu
(Bu �mu +mux) :

Anticipating this behavior, when the Firm purposes the collaboration, it chooses the
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project and its level of e¤ort according to

max
fx;efg

E�F = [kef + (1� k) eu]VF � CF :

From what we obtain: ef = k
cf
VF =

k
cf
(Bf �mfx). When RU >

mf

2mu
, E�F is a concave

function of x, and its maximum given by:

xF =
cuk

2Bfmf + cf (1� k)2 [mf (Bu �mu)�muBf ]

mf

�
k2cumf � 2 (1� k)2 cfmu

� :

xF > 0 for M0 >
mf

mu
and RU >

mfBf
muBf�mf (Bu�mu)

() mfM0

muM0�mf
; that is, for parameters in

Region 1FG:

Since mfM0

muM0�mf
>

mf

2mu
; the condition RU >

mfM0

muM0�mf
is su¢ cient to ensure concavity.

Proof of Proposition 2.3.6. Under Firm�s moral-hazard and University�s gover-
nance, at the second stage, the Firm chooses its level of involvement in the collaboration,
by solving:

max
fefg

E�F = pVF � CF :

The optimal rule is ef = k
cf
VF =

k
cf
(Bf �mfx) :

Anticipating this behavior, when the University purposes the collaboration, it chooses
the project and its level of e¤ort according to

max
fx;eug

E�U = [kef + (1� k) eu]VU � CU :

From what we obtain: eu = 1�k
cu
VU =

1�k
cu
(Bu �mu +mux). For RF > mu

2mf
, E�U is a

concave function of x, and its maximum given by:

xU =
cuk

2 [mf (Bu �mu)�muBf ]� cf (1� k)2mu (Bu �mu)

mu

�
cf (1� k)2mu � 2cuk2mf

� :

xU < 1 for Bu
Bf�mf

> mu

mf
() S1 >

mu

mf
and k2cu

(1�k)2cf
> muS1

mfS1�mu
() RF >

muS1
mfS1�mu

; that

is, for parameters in Region 1UG:

Since muBu
mfBu�mu(Bf�mf)

> mu

2mf
; the condition RF > muBu

mfBu�mu(Bf�mf)
is su¢ cient to ensure

concavity.
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Proof of Corollary 2.3.3. From Proposition 2.3.2, 0 < xAUF < xAU in Region
1AUF : Since Region 1FG �Region 1AUF , then it trivially comes that 0 < xAUF < xAU in
Region 1FG: Furthermore, in Region 1FG it also holds that xF � xAUF < 0; since

xF � xAUF = � [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

24 k2
cf
mf �

(1� k)2

cu
mu

!2
+
(1� k)2

cu

k2

cf

35 :

Proof of Proposition 2.4.1. After observing the Social Planner�s choice of the
prize and the Consortium�s choice of the type of project, the partner with non-veri�able
e¤ort decides on its level of e¤ort. By backward induction, we obtain the equilibrium
solution. Regarding the non-veri�ability of e¤orts, we may have three di¤erent scenarios.
The analysis, below, regards each of these scenarios.

Scenario 1. Only the e¤ort of the University is non-veri�able.

At the last stage, the University�s problem

max
feug

E�U = [kef + (1� k) eu] [VU + (1� �) z]� CU ;

has the solution eu =
(1�k)
cu

[VU + (1� �) z].

At the previous stage, maximizing the joint expected gain, EW , the Consortium best
options are ef = k

cf
[VF + VU + z] and xAU = 1

cuk2(mf�mu)
2�cf (1�k)2mu(2mf�mu)

�

� fcuk2 (mf �mu) (Bf +Bu �mu + z)+

+cf (1� k)2 [(mf �mu) (Bu �mu)�muBf � z (mu �mf (1� �))]
	
:

When M0 >
mf

mu
� 1 and RU >

(mf�mu)(M0+1)

muM0�(mf�mu)
; we have xAU (z = 0) > 0: This

means that, without the prize, the Consortium chooses a less applied project than
in the �rst-best, as an incentive mechanism for the University�s involvement in the
collaboration.

Anticipating Consortium�s reaction, the Social Planner�s objective function becomes

ES =
(1� k)2

�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

�
DF

2cu
�
cuk2 (mf �mu)

2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
� ;

where D = mu (�z +Bf ) +mf [(1� �) z +Bu �mu] > 0; and
F = �D + 2z (1 + �)mu:

On a second-order condition for z at the maxES, we need @2ES
@2z

< 0; where

@2ES

@2z
=

(1� k)2
�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

�
cu
�
cuk2 (mf �mu)

2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
�

[(1� �)mf + �mu] [mu (2� �+ 2�)�mf (1� �)] :
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Since cuk2 (mf �mu)
2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu) < 0 when xAU (z = 0) > 0; the

previous maximizing condition is satis�ed for mu (2� �+ 2�)�mf (1� �) > 0:

From the �rst-order condition for z; we obtain

@ES

@z
= 0() zAU =

[(1� �)mf � (1� �+ �)mu] [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

[(1� �)mf + �mu] [mu (2� �+ 2�)�mf (1� �)]
;

which is strictly positive for (1� �)mf � (1� �+ �)mu > 0()
() � < (1� �)

�
mf

mu
� 1
�
:

Considering the optimal � for having the maxES;

@ES

@�
=

(1� k)2 z
�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

�
(mf �mu)G

cu
�
cuk2 (mf �mu)

2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
� ;

where G = D � z (1 + �)mu; with G > 0 for � < (1� �)
�
mf

mu
� 1
�
:

Since cuk2 (mf �mu)
2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu) < 0 when xAU (z = 0) > 0; this

�rst derivative is always negative, that is, ES is decreasing on �: The solution for
� is, then, at the corner � = 0: This means that all the prize

zAU =
[mf�(1+�)mu][muBf+mf (Bu�mu)]

mf [2mu(1+�)�mf ]
; positive for mf

2mu
� 1 < � < mf

mu
� 1, should be

given to the University. As a consequence, the social bene�t is:

ESAU =
(1� k)2

�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

�
[muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]

2H

8 (1 + �)2 cumfmu

�
cuk2 (mf �mu)

2 � cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
� ;

where H = mf + mfmu (1 + �) (2mf � 3) + 2mu (1 + �)
2 : Furthermore, the best

project is more applied with a prize than without it, since
xAU

�
� = 0; zAU

�
< xAU (z = 0) :

Scenario 2. Only the e¤ort of the Firm is non-veri�able.

At the last stage, the Firm�s problem

max
fefg

E�F = [kef + (1� k) eu] (VF + �z)� CF ;

has the solution eAFf = k
cf
(VF + �z).

At the previous stage, maximizing the joint expected gain, EW , the Consortium
best options are eu = 1�k

cu
(VF + VU + z) and xAF = 0:
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Anticipating Consortium�s reaction, the Social Planner�s objective function becomes

ES =
k2

cf
(Bf + �z)

�
Bf
2
+Bu �mu �

�
�+

�

2

�
z

�
+

+
(1� k)2

cu
(Bf +Bu �mu + z)

�
Bf +Bu �mu

2
�
�
�+

1

2

�
z

�
:

From the �rst-order condition for z;

@ES

@z
= 0() zAF =

�� (1� k)2 cf (Bf +Bu �mu) + k
2cu [� (Bu �mu)� �Bf ]

(1 + 2�) (1� k)2 cf + � (�+ 2�) k2cu
:

The �rst-order condition to have an interior solution of � that maximizes ES is

@ES

@�
= 0() k2z2 [Bu �mu � z (�+ �)]

cf
= 0:

Substituting z by the previous expression of zAF ; we obtain that either zAF = 0; or

�AF = �
�2k2cuBf + (1� k)2 cf

�
(1 + �)2 (Bu �mu) + �

2Bf
�

� (Bf +Bu �mu)
�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

� < 0:

Since �AF < 0 is out of the domain for �; we compare the three possible extreme
solutions:

i) for �AF = 0; the �rst-order condition for z gives

zAF =
��
�
(1� k)2 cf (Bf +Bu �mu) + k

2cuBf
�

(1 + 2�) (1� k)2 cf
< 0:

Since, by domain zAF � 0; the closest solution to be considered is zAF = 0:
ii) for �AF = 1; the �rst-order condition for z gives

zAF1 =
�� (1� k)2 cf (Bf +Bu �mu) + k

2cu (Bu �mu � �Bf )
(1 + 2�)

�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

� :

When � < Bu�mu

Bf
and RU <

Bu�mu��Bf
Bf+Bu�mu

; zAF > 0: In this case, the expected
social gain from collaboration is

ES
�
x = 0; �AF = 1; zAF1

�
=

H

2 (1 + 2�) cfcu
�
(1� k)2 cf + k2cu

� ;
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where

H = (1� k)4 c2f (1 + �)
2 (Bf +Bu �mu)

2 +

+k4c2u [Bu �mu + (1 + �)Bf ]
2 +

+(1� k)2 k2cfcu
�
(Bu �mu)

2+

+2 (1 + �)Bf [(1 + �)Bf + 2 (2 + �) (Bu �mu)]] :

iii) for zAF = 0; the expected social gain from collaboration is

ES
�
x = 0; zAF = 0

�
=

1

2cfcu
�

�
�
k2cuBf (Bu �mu � �Bf )�

�� (1� k)2 cf (Bf +Bu �mu)
	
:

Comparing ES
�
x = 0; �AF = 1; zAF1

�
with ES

�
x = 0; zAF = 0

�
; we obtain that the for-

mer is socially preferred.

In resume, when the Firm�s e¤ort in the collaborative project is non-veri�able, the best
social solution is to choose the most possible applied research xAF = 0: When
the cost of public funds is su¢ ciently small

�
� < 1

M0

�
and the Firm�s e¤ort is

relatively important for the success of the project
�
RU >

M0+1
1��M0

�
; a prize zAF1 =

��(1�k)2cf(Bf+Bu�mu)+k2cu(Bu�mu��Bf)
(1+2�)[(1�k)2cf+k2cu]

> 0 should be given. In this case, however,

only the Firm�s participation should receive the extra-reward
�
�AF = 1

�
:

Scenario 3. Both e¤orts of the University and of the Firm are non-veri�able.

At the last stage, from the individual maximization problem of each partner, we obtain
the amount of resources that they are willing to allocate for the joint project:

eAUFu =
(1� k)
cu

[VU + (1� �) z] ;

eAUFf =
k

cf
(VF + �z) :

Anticipating these choices, at the previous stage, the Consortium best option to
maximize the joint expected gain, EW , is

xAUF =
1

cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
�

�
�
�cuk2 [(mf �mu)Bf +mf (Bu �mu) + z (mf � �mu)] +

+cf (1� k)2 [muBf � (mf �mu) (Bu �mu) + z (mu �mf (1� �))]
	
:

WhenM0 >
mf

mu
�1 andRU >

(mf�mu)M0+mf

muM0�(mf�mu)
; we have xAUF (z = 0) > 0: This means
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that, without prize, given the importance of the University for the joint project, the
Consortium prefers to choose a project closer to the academics�interests. Therefore,
the chosen project is less applied than in the �rst-best.

By backward induction, at the �rst stage, the Social Planner�s objective function becomes

ES = � (1� k)2 k2DI
2
�
cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)

� ;
where D = mu (�z +Bf ) +mf [(1� �) z +Bu �mu] and
I = �D +RU [z (2� �+ 2�)mu �D] + 1

RU
[2z (�+ �)mf �D] :

From the second-order conditions of maxES; with respect to z;

@2ES

@2z
< 0()

() � (1� k)2 k2 [(1� �)mf + �mu] J�
cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)

� < 0;
where J = � (1� �)mf � �mu +

1
RU
[(1 + �+ 2�)mf � �mu] +

+ RU [(2� �+ 2�)mu � (1� �)mf ] : When xAUF (z = 0) > 0; we have�
cuk

2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
�
> 0, and therefore, the previous

condition is satis�ed for J > 0:

From the �rst-order condition of maxES; with respect to z;

@ES

@z
= 0() zAUF =

� [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]L

[(1� �)mf + �mu] J
;

where L = � (1� �)mf � �mu +
1
RU
[(�+ �)mf � �mu] +

+RU [(1� �+ �)mu � (1� �)mf ] : Given that J > 0; a positive solution for zAUF

exists whenever L > 0:

Since the second derivative of ES with respect to � is given by

@2ES

@2�
=

z2
�
(1� k)2 k2cfcu + k4c2u + (1� k)

4 c2f
�
(mf �mu)

2

cfcu
�
cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)

� > 0;
ES is non-concave with respect to �: As a consequence, the optimal value for �
must be at one of the corners, � = 0 or � = 1:

The best social choice with respect to z and � is given by the comparison of ES under
the three possible alternatives:

i) at �AUF = 0; the �rst-order condition for z gives zAUF0 =
�[muBf+mf (Bu�mu)]L0
[(1��)mf+�mu]J0

;

where L0 corresponds to the value of L when � = 0; and J0 to the value of
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J when � = 0: With such values for z and �; the expected social gain from
collaboration is

ESAUF0

�
�AUF = 0; zAUF0

�
=

(1 + �)2
�
k4c2umf + (1� k)4 c2fmu

�2
2c2fc

2
umf (1� k)2 k2J0

�

� [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]
2�

cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
� ;

ii) at �AUF = 1; the �rst-order condition for z gives zAUF1 =
�[muBf+mf (Bu�mu)]L1
[(1��)mf+�mu]J1

;

where L1 corresponds to the value of L when � = 1; and J1 to the value of
J when � = 1: With such values for z and �; the expected social gain from
collaboration is

ESAUF1

�
�AUF = 1; zAUF1

�
=

(1 + �)2
�
k4c2umf + (1� k)4 c2fmu

�2
2c2fc

2
umu (1� k)2 k21J

�

� [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]
2�

cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
� ;

iii) at zAUF = 0, the expected social gain from collaboration is

ESAUF
�
zAUF = 0

�
=

(1� k)2 k2cucf [muBf +mf (Bu �mu)]
2

cuk2mf (2mu �mf ) + cf (1� k)2mu (2mf �mu)
�

�

h
1 + 1

RU
+RU

i
2

:

Then, the social best choice under non-veri�ability of e¤ort from both partners is:

- to give a positive prize zAUF0 only to the University
�
�AUF = 0

�
when

� < 1
2

�
mf

mu
� 1
�
and RU 2

�
RU ; ~Ru0

�
; where Ru0 is the minimum value of RU

that satis�es both conditions

RU

�
1� mu

mf

(1 + 2�)

�
+ 1 +

mu

mf

>
1

RU

�
1 + 2�� mu

mf

�
(2.8.9)

and

RU

�
1� mu

mf

(1 + �)

�
+ 1 >

1

RU
�; (2.8.10)

and ~Ru0 is the maximum value of RU that still satis�es

RU

�
1� 2mu

mf

(1 + �)

�
+ 1 <

1

RU
(1 + 2�) : (2.8.11)

Ru0 guarantees that the relative importance of the University is su¢ ciently
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high, so that its e¤ort for the collaboration receives a prize (positive value of
z): ~Ru0 creates an upper boundary for RU ; above which the existence of a prize
for the University has an impact in the cost of its e¤ort greater than the impact
on the expected revenue. As a consequence, below Ru0 the best is to subsidize
the Firm, whereas above ~Ru0 the best is to settle z = 0:

- to give a positive prize zAUF1 only to the Firm
�
�AUF = 1

�
when

� > 1
2

�
mf

mu
� 1
�
and RF 2

�
Rf1; ~Rf1

�
; where Rf1 is the minimum value of RF

that satis�es both conditions

RF

�
(1 + 2�)

mf

mu

� 1
�
+

1

RF

�
1 + 2�� mf

mu

�
> 1 +

mf

mu

(2.8.12)

and

RF

�
2 (1 + �)

mf

mu

� 1
�
+

1

RF
(1 + 2�) > 1; (2.8.13)

and ~Rf1 is the maximum value of RF that still satis�es

RF

�
(1 + �)

mf

mu

� 1
�
+

1

RF
� < 1: (2.8.14)

Rf1 guarantees that the relative importance of the Firm is su¢ ciently high so
that its collaboration receives a prize with a positive value of z: ~Rf1 creates
an upper boundary for RF ; above which the existence of a prize for the Firm
has an impact in the cost of its e¤ort greater than the impact on the expected
revenue.

Proof of Proposition 2.5.1. Comparing conditions (2.5.4) and (2.5.2), since
@p
@ei
> 0; it becomes clear that the Consortium distorts its choice for the project towards

the preferences of party i; whenever the external e¤ect caused by ei;
@p
@ei

@ei
@x
(ef ; eu)Vj (x)

dominates: over p (ef ; eu)
�
@VF
@x
+ @VU

@x

�
, when only ei is non-veri�able;

or over p (ef ; eu)
�
@VF
@x
+ @VU

@x

�
+ @p
@ej

@ej
@x
(ef ; eu)Vi (x) ; when both ei and ej are non-veri�able.

When only ei is non-contractible, comparing conditions (2.5.3) and (2.5.1), we easily
conclude that:

� when e¤orts are complementaries, i�s reaction function ei(ej) is such that @ei
@ej
> 0:

In this case, the Consortium chooses a higher ej than in �rst-best;

� when e¤orts are substitutes, i�s reaction function ei(ej) is such that @ei
@ej
< 0, Con-

sortium chooses a smaller ej than in �rst-best;

� when e¤orts are independents, i�s reaction function ei(ej) is such that @ei
@ej

= 0,
Consortium chooses the same ej as in �rst-best.
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Proof of Proposition 2.5.2. Comparing conditions (2.5.6) to (2.5.2),
non-contractability of ei creates an external e¤ect, on j0s decision on the type of project.
In this situation, the governing party j is willing to distort its most-preferred project
towards i�s interests, whenever the external e¤ect @p

@ei

@ei
@x
(ef ; eu)Vj (x) dominates over

p (ef ; eu)
@Vj
@x
: Nevertheless, comparing conditions (2.5.6) and (2.5.4), it is visible that due

to
���p (ef ; eu) @Vj@x ��� < ��p (ef ; eu) �@VF@x + @VU

@x

���, a decentralized governance always distorts less
its �rst-best project than a Consortium does.
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Chapter 3

Patents and Business-Science
Research Partnerships

This chapter is a joint work with Walter Garcia-Fontes (UPF, CREA).

We bene�ted from useful comments of Inés Macho-Stadler, David Perez-Castrillo and
Pedro Rey-Biel, to whom we acknowledge. We would also like to thank Paola Giuri and
the Pat-Val group for accessing to the PatVal Survey data (European Comission Contract
HPV2-CT-2001-00013).

3.1 Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to look for empirical evidence on how a successful outcome of a
research project, a patentable invention, is a¤ected by the characteristics of the research
leading to that invention. Using patents as proxies for inventions, and an European
dataset of patents and inventors, PatVal-EU, we try to infer whether the institutional
di¤erences of the research organizations behind the inventions translate into di¤erent
levels of basicness for the patents.

We consider two main institutional settings with which research organizations identify
themselves: Academia and Corporate. As previous literature emphasizes (e.g., Dasgupta
& David, 1994), one main di¤erence between these two institutions is the purpose they
pursue when a research project is undertaken. Academic organizations aim for discoveries
that advance the existent stock of knowledge. Corporate organizations are more interested
in pro�table solutions for practical problems. Following OECD (2002), we identify the
experimental and theoretical work developed with the former goal as basic research, while
the later purpose de�nes applied research.

The analysis of the current chapter relies on one output of research, patented inven-
tions, from which both Academic and Corporate organizations can bene�t. Given the
institutional di¤erences indicated above, we expect divergences on the research project
that each type of organization prefers. We then search whether empirical evidences at
the level of patented inventions emphasize the institutional setting behind, and how they
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change under a partnership. We then focus on one main feature of patents: their ba-
sicness, how close they are to the Academic setting, and in the particular case of this
chapter, how close they are to the main scienti�c research goal. To provide a proxy for
this feature, we construct a composite index.1 We then weight this index by an indicator
of the quality of the patents. As argued in the literature (e.g., Trajtenberg et al., 1990),
to give a higher weight to higher quality patents is a way of favoring more meaningful
inventions in the analysis, thus increasing the potential validity of the results.

Our conceptual framework builds on the previous chapter of this dissertation, where
the type of research project is seen as the outcome of an optimal contract between the
parties involved in the process of research.2 In practice, this means we anticipate that
Academic inventors produce more basic patents than Corporate inventors, and a co-
invention between both types of inventors is associated with an intermediate basicness.
This change in the degree of basicness of the research is interpreted as an optimal decision
to guarantee, �rst, that both parties are interested in participating in the common project,
and second that they allocate a higher level of resources (e¤ort) to the common endeavor.
If one of the parties is signi�cantly important for the success of the research, and if success
is su¢ ciently important for the other party, we then expect that the type of the project
comes closer to the preferences of the �rst party.

The veri�ability (hence contractibility) of resources is the basis for the incentives
argument of choosing a type of research that is not the most preferred for the party
that is governing the partnership. In our data, however, no information is available on
the resources that each party actually allocates during the process of research. For that
reason, in this chapter, we do not discuss the question of incentives in terms of veri�ability.
Instead, we relate it to the capacity of the parties to commit on the allocation of a certain
level of resources. The higher the capacity of commitment, the smaller the problem of
incentives. Furthermore, we conjecture that the level of interaction between the partners
in research is one of the main arguments determining their capacity of commitment.
The higher the interaction, the higher the possibility to monitor and account for the
e¤orts involved in the project, as well as the better the chance that partners know each
other in order to develop enforcement mechanisms for planed investments. Under this
conjecture, a higher interaction between partners is associated with a higher capacity of
commitment and, hence, in a type of research project that is closer to the interests of
the main-inventing organization. In practice, we consider the information available in
the survey on the importance of interactions between the main-inventor and people from
outside his (her) employer organization, as a proxy for the interaction between partners
in research. We then check whether important interactions are associated with di¤erences
in the patterns of basicness.

Despite the large heterogeneity that our empirical analysis seems to capture, our re-

1In the patent literature, the construction of composite indexes for variables that are not directly
measurable is frequently used (e.g., Lanjouw & Schankerman, 1999; Lechevalier et al., 2006).

2In the previous chapter, Academia and Corporate are represented by a University and a Firm,
respectively.
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sults generally con�rm our initial expectations. A pretty standard pattern is con�rmed
empirically: patents invented by Academia do seem to be more basic than those arising
from Corporate. More interestingly, in case of a partnership, the identity of the organi-
zation employing the main-inventor is important. When a Corporate main-inventor has
an Academic co-inventor, patents show a basicness index that is smaller than when the
main-inventor is Academic, but higher than when all inventors are Corporate. For the
reverse situation where Academic main-inventors have Corporate co-inventors, however,
it is not always possible to detect signi�cative di¤erences in the basicness, comparing
with the situation where all inventors are Academic. Despite not being exactly our prior
expectation, this last fact does not contradict the theoretical results in which we build
our analysis.

Our empirical results are also consistent with the initial predictions on the impact
of interactions between main-inventors and people outside their employer organizations.
This �nding is the main contribution of this chapter. The e¤ect of interactions is more
visible for Corporate main-inventors with Academic co-inventors, than when the roles are
reversed. Nevertheless, in both situations it is possible to detect that a higher interaction
is associated with a change in the basicness of the patents, towards the level of basicness
that exists when there is no partnership with a di¤erent type of organization. This result
and its interpretation are new to the literature, as far as we know.

In the next section we present a small literature review of related papers. In Sec-
tion 3.3 we resume the theoretical framework of our analysis. Section 3.4 describes the
methodology that we use, sources of data and variables. Section 3.5 presents the empirical
analysis. In Section 3.6 we conclude.

3.2 Literature Review

Following the classi�cation presented by Basberg (1987), our chapter belongs to the lit-
erature that uses patents as indicators of technological changes to analyze the process
and output of the research activity.3 In this literature, our work relates with four main
branches.

The �rst of these branches of the literature relates with measures of quality of the
patents, and with their determinants (Meyer & Tang, 2007, o¤ers a review of these works).
The list of indicators of quality as well as determinants of quality is quite extensive. In
both sets of information (but not simultaneously) it is possible to �nd characteristics of the
patents, such as: number of citations, family size, number of claims, technological scope,
whether the patent was ever opposed or litigated. In the current chapter, and after some
exploratory analysis, we include some of these features as determinants of the quality of

3This literature (e.g., Basberg, 1987; Trajtenberg et al., 1997) also recognizes the existence of some
limitations on considering patents as indicators of technological changes. Neither all inventions are
patented (they may be non�patentable or, strategically, they may be kept in secret), nor all patents
contain truly innovations. We try to reduce the e¤ect of the later fact by using a quality weight of for
basicness index. The former fact makes us more careful in the interpretation of the results.
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the patents. Up to now, among this literature on quality (or value) of the patents, there
are two papers, Mariani & Romanelli (2006) and Gambardella et al. (2006), that use
the same survey as we do, PatVal, but for the initial sample of 6 countries. The �rst of
these works measures quality through the number of citations received and a constructed
composite index. Our indicator of quality is closer to the approach in the second of these
papers, which uses information directly asked in the survey, and related with the value
of the patent. Our quality indicator includes more information from the survey than this
previous work, but the aim of our chapter is di¤erent, as we are not directly interested in
the factors a¤ecting the quality of the patents.

A smaller, and second, branch of the literature deals with measuring the basicness
of the patented inventions. Although there is a common agreement on the conceptual
idea that basicness relates with the closeness to the scienti�c institutional setting, in
practice di¤erent papers focus on di¤erent indicators. The �rst of these works, Trajten-
berg et al. (1997) associates basicness with features of quality (as importance, time and
technological distances), or novelty (backward importance, originality), and importance
of scienti�c sources of knowledge. To �nd a link between these features and basicness,
they assume that universities produce more basic patents than �rms, and then look for
the characteristics of the patents that better discriminate among these two institutions.
The reasoning in our chapter is the opposite, we search for a set of characteristics that
is reasonably linked with the concept of basicness, and we use it to evaluate inventions
patented by di¤erent institutions. A more recent paper also deals with the concept of
basicness, Calderini et al. (2007). Nevertheless, it refers to the basicness of publications,
and uses it as a determinant for patenting.

Our chapter gives special relevance to the institutional dimension of research leading to
the invention. Before us, some other authors have already studied institutional di¤erences
in patenting, e.g., Ja¤e & Trajtenberg (1996), Rosell & Agrawal (2005), Sapsalis et al.
(2006). Despite this common feature, these previous works focus on the institutional
impact on the quality of patents, while we are interested in the impact on their basicness.

A fourth, and last, branch of the patent literature related to this chapter is the one
studying cooperation between industry and science, e.g., Cassiman et al. (2007), Lecheva-
lier et al. (2006). Again, our focus is di¤erent from this previous literature. While they
study the impact that cooperation links have on the quality of the resulting patents, we
are more interested in their basicness, and particularly in the e¤ects of di¤erent types of
partnership on basicness.
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3.3 Theoretical Framework

In the present chapter, we try to infer how the characteristics of the invention re�ect these
two dimensions of the research leading to that invention: the institutional dimension, and
the process of research (itself).

From the institutional perspective, we can identify two main settings involved in re-
search activities: one directed mainly to augment the current stock of knowledge, and
another oriented to research with the goal of obtaining concrete answers to practical
questions. Let us call Academia the �rst setting, and Corporate the second. Following
what is common in the literature (OECD, 2002), we de�ne the activities of research linked
with the �rst goal (advancement of knowledge) as basic research, and the ones linked with
the second goal (achievement of answers to practical questions) as applied research.

For the sake of simplicity, in this theoretical exposition, we refer to one university (the
University), and to one �rm (the F irm), as representative members of each institutional
setting, Academia and Corporate, respectively. Both organizations, University and Firm,
may develop research projects. Since research projects can have both basic and applied
features, we identify a project by x, where x denotes the importance of the basic research
component in that project, that is, its degree of basicness.

A research project can end either in a successful outcome or in a failure. In the case
of a success, the project ends in a discovery, yielding a revenue Vi for organization i
(i = U; F ), when i is involved in the research leading to that discovery. Given the goals
that each party has for research, the type of project a¤ects the revenues, VU(x) and VF (x).
Following a normalization procedure similar to the one developed in the previous chapter,
we consider x 2 [0; 1] ; VU(x) increasing in x, and VF (x) decreasing in x.4

In the case of ending in a failure, the project brings no value to any of the parties.
With probability p 2 (0; 1) there is a successful outcome, where p depends positively on
the e¤ort ei that party i exerts during the research process, such that

@p
@ei
> 0; @

2p
@e2i

� 0:
From exerting an e¤ort, party i bears a cost Ci(ei); where we assume @Ci

@ei
� 0; @2Ci

@e2i
� 0,

and Ci does not depend on ej. Three alternative cases are then possible:

1. complementarity of e¤orts in the probability of success, @2p
@ei@ej

> 0;

2. substitutability of e¤orts, @2p
@ei@ej

< 0;

3. independence of e¤orts, @2p
@ei@ej

= 0:

As far as the research process is concerned, we may consider two alternative situa-
tions: the research is conducted under a partnership of the two organizations, or each one
conducts it individually and separately.

4The theoretical model in this section follows closely the analysis in the previous chapter of this disser-
tation. We consider that a successful project ends in a discovery, which yields di¤erent (and independent)
payo¤s for the two organizations. Nevertheless, here, we introduce some additional simpli�cations. We
just analyze one successful outcome of research (patented invention), from which both University and
Firm bene�t.
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In case of individual research, and for simplicity, we assume that there is no interaction
between the two organizations, neither at the level of the research process (itself), nor at
the level of the outcomes. Under this scenario, party i chooses the amount of e¤ort ei;
and the type of project x to develop, solving the following problem:

max
fx;eig

E�i(ei; x) = p(ei)Vi(x)� Ci(ei)

s:t: E�i � �ui; (3.3.1)

where �ui is the (general) payo¤of i in its outside option to research. Let e�i;alone and x
�
i;alone

be the optimal solutions to this problem.

In the alternative case of a partnership, the e¤ort of both parties contributes to the
success of the project, and the expected gain of i comes:

E�i(ef ; eu; x) = p(ef ; eu)Vi(x)� Ci(ei): (3.3.2)

Comparing (3.3.2) with the objective function in (3.3.1), it is clear that the decision
of having a partner in research allows i to bene�t from the e¤ort of its partner j (higher
probability of success, for the same ei), but the type of project x may not be the same.
In fact, given that the two organizations have di¤erent goals for research, the choice of
x becomes a source of problems in the partnership. For the sake of simplicity, suppose
that party i promotes the relationship. Denote this situation by decentralized structure
of governance from party i :5 In this context, party i chooses ei as well as the project to
be jointly developed, and presents it to the other party. For simpli�cation, we assume
that ei is always veri�able: Regarding the e¤ort of the other party, ej; two (extreme)
scenarios are possible: either it is veri�able (hence contractible), or it is non-veri�able
(hence non-contractible).

When ej is veri�able, i0s decision is given by:

max
fx;ef ;eug

E�i(ef ; eu; x)

s:t:

�
E�i(ef ; eu; x) � �ui;
E�j(ef ; eu; x) � �uj;

i 6= j; i; j = F;U; (3.3.3)

where �uj is the (general) payo¤ of j in its outside option. Let e�f;i+j; e
�
u;i+j, and x

�
i+j be

the optimal solutions to this problem. Under a partnership situation as in (3.3.3), it can
be shown that party j earns as much as in its outside option, �uj: Furthermore, e�i;i+j and
x�i+j are not necessary equal to e

�
i;alone and x

�
i;alone, respectively. When the contribution of

5This situation is one of the possibles structures of governance analyzed in the previous Chapter 2. As
shown there, the qualitative results here described can be extended for di¤erent structures of governance.
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ej to the success of the project is relatively high, to secure that j is willing to participate
in the partnership, party i may choose a project closer to the preferences of j, rather than
x�i;alone (i

0s most preferred project).6 Another tool that i has available to guarantee the
participation of j (for a certain level of ej) is the level of e¤ort ei. It is then possible to
check that: e�i;i+j > e�i;alone, when ei and ej are complementary; e

�
i;i+j < e�i;alone, when ei

and ej are substitute; and e�i;i+j = e
�
i;alone, when ei and ej are independent.

When ej is non-veri�able (j0s moral-hazard), i0s decision is given by:

max
fx;eig

E�i(ef ; eu; x)

s:t:

8><>:
E�i(ef ; eu; x) � �ui;
E�j(ef ; eu; x) � �uj;
ej : argmaxfe0jgE�j(ei; e

0
j; x);

i 6= j; i; j = F;U: (3.3.4)

Let eAji;i+j; e
Aj
j;i+j, and x

Aj
i+j be the optimal solution to this problem. On top of the

participation constraint of j; the governing party i faces now an additional restriction: to
give incentives for ej: In this case, the distortions of ei and x, in comparison with e�i;alone
and x�i;alone, respectively, are expected to be even higher than in problem (3.3.3). This
happens when j0s contribution for the success of the project is su¢ ciently important, and
a success brings a su¢ ciently high revenue to i:7

In other words, from the theoretical framework, we expect that when (say) a �rm
is governing a research partnership in which a university participates, the �rm chooses
a project less applied than it would individually choose. Moreover, this distortion is
reinforced when the e¤ort of the university is non-veri�able. If we consider a reverse
situation where a university is governing a research partnership, and a �rm participates
on it, we expect a distortion of the type of project that the university would individually
prefer, towards a less basic research project.

Up to now, we focused in two (extremes) scenarios of veri�ability of ej, yes or no.
However, we also would like to analyze more intermediate (and realistic) situations. For
such, instead of referring to veri�ability of ej, we shift the discussion to the capacity
of party j to commit on a certain level of e¤ort ej. Furthermore, we believe that the
capacity of commitment is positively related with the interaction of the partners during
the research process. Denote by � 2 [0; 1] the degree of interaction between the partners,
when developing a common project. Under a decentralized structure of governance, we
expect that: as � approaches 1 (maximum interaction), the design of the relationship
becomes closer to the formalization in problem (3.3.3), while as � decreases towards 0
(minimum interaction), the problem becomes similar to (3.3.4). Under a decentralized
governance of i, suppose that ej can be decomposed in two parts, one in which j can

6This result corresponds to Proposition 2.3.4.
7This result is shown in Propositions 2.3.5 and 2.3.6.
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commit for the partnership, eCj ; and another in which j cannot commit, e
NC
j : Since the

capacity of commitment is assumed to be related with interaction of the partners: ej =
�eCj + (1� �) eNCj : With this formalization, the decisions in the partnership follow:

max
fx;ei;eCj g

E�i(ei; e
C
j ; e

NC
j ; �; x) = p

�
ei; �e

C
j ; (1� �) eNCj

�
Vi(x)� Ci(ei)

s:t:

8><>:
E�i(ei; e

C
j ; e

NC
j ; �; x) � �ui;

E�j(ei; e
C
j ; e

NC
j ; �; x) � �uj;

eNCj : argmaxfe0jgE�j(ei; e
C
j ; e

0
j; �; x);

i 6= j; i; j = F;U: (3.3.5)

In practical terms, this conjecture means that:

- when a �rm undertakes a research project, if it does so in partnership with a university,
we expect the outcome to be more basic than when it develops the research alone.
The distortion towards a more basic research project is higher, the weaker the
interaction between the partners;

- when a university undertakes a research project, a similar (and symmetric) outcome is
expected: a more applied research than when university makes research alone, and
the weaker the interaction, the more applied is the project.

3.4 Methodology

The aim of the present chapter is to clarify how the characteristics of an invention re�ect
the features of the research process leading to that invention.

In terms of characteristics of the invention, we are particularly interested in its basic-
ness. For us, basicness means closeness to the main research goal of science (of Academia):
to advance the existing stock of knowledge.

As far as the features of the research process are concerned, we focus in two dimen-
sions: on the one hand, the institutional dimension, and on the other hand, the process of
research itself. Regarding the institutional dimension of research, we distinguish between
Academic and Corporate inventions. To identify them, we use information on the organi-
zation employing the main-inventor. We then link the inventor with the organization to
which (s)he belongs, and we consider this pair (inventor, organization) as a unique entity,
invention organization. Furthermore, if there are several inventors, but all belong to the
same organization, it is also considered as a unique invention organization. Concerning the
process of research, we focus on two aspects. First, whether the invention is the outcome
of only one entity (one invention organization), or the outcome of several entities, several
inventors belonging not to the same organization (we call this scenario partnership). Sec-
ond, whether interactions between inventors (partners) during the research process were
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important or not to achieve the invention.

Table 3.1 summarizes the di¤erent aspects of our analysis.

Characteristics of Research:
Institutional
Academia
Corporate

Process of Research
Individual vs Partnership
Interaction: High vs Low

=) Characteristics of Invention: Basicness
Table 3.1: Main aspects of the analysis.

As our theoretical framework predicts, we have three main hypotheses:

Hypothesis 1. Academic inventions are more basic than Corporate inventions;

Hypothesis 2. When Academic inventors have Corporate co-inventors, inventions are
less basic than when no Corporate co-inventors exist. Conversely, when Corporate
inventors have Academic co-inventors, inventions are more basic (less applied) than
when no Academic co-inventors exist;

Hypothesis 3. Interaction between partners is negatively related with the e¤ects de-
scribed in Hypothesis 2, that is, the lower the interaction, the higher has to be the
distortion of the invention towards the interests of the co-inventors.

We now describe how we try to validate these hypotheses, with the support of a patent
dataset.

3.4.1 Data

Taking patents as indicators of inventions, the data used in this chapter corresponds to a
Survey of Inventors collected through the PatVal-EU project (Contract HPV2-CT-2001-
00013) funded by the European Commission.8

Originally the survey was directed to the inventors of 27,531 patents granted at the
EPO with priority date in 1993-1997 located in France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands,
Spain and the United Kingdom. The targeted number of patents for which we expected
the inventors to respond was 10,000. In the end the European inventors responded to 9,216
questionnaires covering 9,017 patents. The sample was complemented later by inventors
from Denmark and Hungary. As a result, the sample we use here is composed by 10,157
patents granted by the EPO, and located in the 8 European countries we mention. After

8Up to now, several studies use the PatVal-EU survey database, namely: Patval-EU (2005), Giuri et
al. (2005), Crespi et al. (2005), Gambardella et al. (2006a, 2006b), and Mariani & Romanelli (2006).
Unless otherwise refer, these works focus in questions di¤erent from ours.
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cleaning for patents where more than one inventor was interviewed, as well as dropping
some cases where one of our key variables has missing values, we are left with a total
sample of 9,224 patents with the following distribution by countries: Denmark (5.3%),
France (15.9%), Germany (35.4%), Hungary (0.4%), Italy (13.3%), Netherlands (10.8%),
Spain (2.7%), and UK (16.3%).9

Not all the information necessary for our analysis is, however, directly available in this
dataset.10 Thus, relying on the answers to this survey, we construct variables that can
better measure the e¤ects we aim to capture.

In our empirical setting, we take as exogenous the characteristics of the research leading
to the patented inventions. Information related with these characteristics constitute our
independent variables. Our aim is to analyze how these characteristics a¤ect a particular
feature of the patented inventions: its basicness. Our dependent variable then becomes
a measure of basicness of meaningful patents, that is, an indicator of basicness, weighted
by an indicator of quality of the patent.

Dependent Variable: Weighted Basicness

Basicness In order to measure basicness, we rely on information in the survey that can
be more directly linked with the scienti�c goal of advancing the stock of knowledge.

The �rst of these indicators is the importance of di¤erent sources of knowledge for
the research process. More basic patents have to use sources which have more basic
research. Here we use three variables in Likert scales on the importance of di¤erent types
of knowledge (from 0 to 5, where 0 means not used at all, and 5 very important source),
namely:

- SOURCE1; importance of university laboratories and faculty as sources of knowledge
for the research that led to the patented invention;

- SOURCE2; importance of non-university public laboratories as sources of knowledge
for the research that led to the patented invention;

- SOURCE3; importance of scienti�c literature as source of knowledge for the research
that led to the patented invention.

As Table 3.2 shows, most inventors do not use Academic sources of knowledge for
research, except for scienti�c literature (SOURCE3) which is declared as fairly important
by a signi�cant number of inventors.

9When describing the variables, separately, we mention the total number of answers for each related
question. Nevertheless, for the regression analysis, we use a total of 7,864 observations whose answers to
all the relevant questions were not missing.
10PatVal-EU (2005) and Giuri et al. (2005) present more complete information on the PatVal-EU

survey, but to the initial sample of 9,017 patents and 6 European countries.
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Variables Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

SOURCE1 1:19 8586 1:63 0 5

SOURCE2 0:81 8503 1:34 0 5

SOURCE3 2:64 8709 1:87 0 5

Table 3.2: Descriptive Statistics of Sources of Knowledge.

The second indicator for basicness is the highest academic degree of the main-inventor,
at the time of the research. The higher the academic degree of the inventor, the more
likely it is that (s)he is able to produce basic research. Therefore, we use the variable
DEGREE which has values from 1 to 4, where 1 corresponds to secondary school or
lower (lower secondary school), 2 to high school diploma (upper secondary school), 3 to
tertiary education (university BA or university Master), and 4 to PhD (upper tertiary
education). Table 3.3 shows the descriptive statistics of this indicator.

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

DEGREE 3:01 9071 0:76 1 4

Table 3.3: Descriptive Statistics of the Academic Degree of Main-Inventor.

The third, and last, indicator of basicness is the main �nancing source of the research.
It is likely that basic research receives public funding. We then use the variable FUNDS;
a dummy variable taking the value of 1 if the research process leading to the patent
received public funds, and 0 otherwise.

The descriptive statistics of this indicator is presented below, in Table 3.4.

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

FUNDS 0:09 8459 0:22 0 1

Table 3.4: Descriptive Statistics of Financing.

From the correlation matrix of these variables (please see Table 3.5 below), it is visible
that these variables show signi�cant but low correlation among themselves.

Variables SOURCE1 SOURCE2 SOURCE3 DEGREE FUNDS

SOURCE1 1.00

SOURCE2 0.45�� 1.00

SOURCE3 0.38�� 0.26�� 1.00

DEGREE 0.27�� 0.14�� 0.33�� 1.00

FUNDS 0.02� -0.01 0.06�� 0.06�� 1.00

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level,
�
sign i�cant at the 10% level.

Table 3.5: Correlation Matrix of the indicators of basicness.

The three indicators related to the sources of knowledge, plus the academic degree
indicator, show some co-movement, while the FUNDS indicator seems to be capturing
a fairly di¤erent feature. It is likely that each one is capturing di¤erent aspects related
to the basicness of the patent, but within a large heterogeneity.

Given these indicators, and in order to use them for the construction of the basic-
ness measure, one procedure that has been proposed in the literature (e.g., Lanjouw &
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Schankerman, 1999) is a composite index. Here, we use the Cronbach Alpha (Cronbach,
1951), a simple approach that allows to create a composite index for the case of scale-type
variables.

Cronbach Alpha is de�ned as

� =
K�r

1 + (K � 1)�r ; (3.4.1)

where K is the number of indicators (in our case K = 5), and �r is the average correlation
de�ned over the correlations rij between the di¤erent indicators as follows

�r =

PK
i=2

Pi�1
j=1 nijrijPK

i=2

Pi�1
j=1 nij

:

nij is the number of observations that is used in calculating correlation rij.

Table 3.6 shows the descriptive statistics of the index �; while Table 3.7 presents the
correlation between our basicness measure � and the di¤erent individual indicators.

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

� �0:01 9571 0:67 �2:65 3:24

Table 3.6: Descriptive Statistics of Basicness composite index.

Variables Correlation with �

SOURCE1 0:3940

SOURCE2 0:4759

SOURCE3 0:4220

DEGREE 0:4870

FUNDS 0:6398

Table 3.7: Correlation of indicators and the index �:

From a quantitative perspective, the index � does not have any interpretation, since it
is just a composite scale that tries to maximize the correlation with the di¤erent variables
that compose the index. � has, however, an ordinal interpretation, that we use to compare
the basicness of di¤erent patents.

Quality To guarantee that patents are better proxies of inventions (meaningful patents),
we need to weight our measure of basicness by a measure of the quality of the patents.
To construct this measure, we make the average of two questions directly related with the
value of the patents.

The �rst of these questions is V ALUE, inventor�s estimation of the economic and
strategic value of the patent, in comparison with other patents in the same industry or
technological �eld. The variable is equal to:

� 0.95, if the patent is in the top 10%,

� 0.825, if it is top 25% but not top 10%,
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� 0.625, if it is top 50% but not top 25%,

� 0.25, if it is bottom 50%.

The �nal value of the variable is then normalized using the mean of the technological
class of the patent. Technological classes are de�ned according to the ISI-INIPI-OST1
classi�cation (30 classes).

The second question of the survey used to construct the measure of quality is PATPR,
inventor�s estimation for the minimum price (in Euros) that the applicant would ask to
a potential competitor interested in buying the patent on the day it was granted, should
the applicant have by then all the information on the value of the patent that is available
when the survey is run. The variable is coded as:

� 0.015, if less than 30,000 e,

� 0.065, if between 30,000e and 100,000e,

� 0.2, if between 100,000e and 300,000e,

� 0.65, if between 300.000e and 1 emillion,

� 2, if between 1 emillion and 3 emillions,

� 6.5, if between 3 emillions and 10 emillions,

� 20, if between 10 emillions and 30 emillions,

� 65, if between 30 emillions and 100 emillions,

� 200, if between 100 emillions and 300 emillions,

� 400, if more than 300.000 emillions.

Again the variable is normalized by the mean of the technological class of the patent.

The descriptive statistics of these two variables are in Table 3.8 below.

Variables Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

VALUE 1.00 8016 0.47 0.36 1.92

PATPR 1.00 8107 0.52 0.21 3.00

Table 3.8: Descriptive Statistics of Indicators of Quality.

We will use the average of these two variables, AQuality; whose descriptive statistics
are given in Table 3.9.

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

AQuality 0.99 7013 0.39 0.31 2.24

Table 3.9: Descriptive Statistics of Average Quality.
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Our dependent variable, a continuous indicator of quality-weighted-basicness, is then
de�ned as:

W_Basicness = � � AQuality; (3.4.2)

whose description is presented in Table 3.10.

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

W_Basicness 0.02 7013 0.69 -3.97 4.27

Table 3.10: Descriptive Statistics of Weighted index of Basicness.

Independent Variables

Institutions Given the hypotheses that we try to validate, our main variables relate
with the institutional setting where the invention is developed. To capture this institu-
tional setting, we use the information on the type of organization where the inventor(s)
is (are) employed at the time of research leading to the patent. In doing this, we totally
align the inventor�s behavior with his employer organization. Hence, the most important
unity of observation for us is the pair (patent, invention organization). To distinguish
individual research from research in partnership, we use the information on the existence
of co-inventors, and on their employer organizations.11 When co-inventors are working
for the same organization, we consider it as a single entity of invention organization.

The PatVal survey distinguishes between large �rms, medium-sized �rms, small �rms,
private research organizations, government research organizations, universities, other gov-
ernmental organizations, and other type of organizations. For the purpose of our chapter,
we consider two main groups of organizations: Academia and Corporate. We then de�ne
the following four dummy variables:

ACADEMIA, equal to one if the patent is produced within a university, or a govern-
ment research organization, by one or more inventors (all inventors are in the same
organization);12

CORPORATE, equal to one if the patent is produced within a �rm, a hospital, a foun-
dation, or a private research organization, by one or more inventors (all inventors
are in the same organization);

11In empirical terms, a partnership situation is identi�ed by the existence of a collective invention. We
are aware that a collective invention is di¤erent from a research collaboration. However, due to data
limitations, and with the belief that the distinction between the two concepts does not add much value
to our analysis, we follow the literature (e.g. Lechevalier et al., 2006; Cassiman et al., 2007; Sapsalis &
van Pottelsbergh, 2007) and consider a collective invention as an indicator of a research collaboration.
12The decision to aggregate government research organizations with universities in Academia has two

main causes. First, we do not have much information on the entity of the organizations included in the
sample as government research organizations and, as such, we follow the classi�cation that is usual in
the patent literature (e.g., Fontana et al., 2006). Second, there is empirical evidence that the incentives
schemes for researchers�careers in public institutions and in universities are similar, namely in terms of
publications (e.g., Ja¤e et al., 1998).
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ACAD_CORP , equal to one if the patent is produced by (at least) two organizations,
the main-inventor being in a university, or a government research organization, and
with one (or more) co-inventor(s) in a �rm, hospital, foundation, or private research
organization;

CORP_ACAD, equal to one if the patent is produced by (at least) two organizations,
the main-inventor being in a �rm, a hospital, a foundation, or a private research
organization, and with one (or more) co-inventor(s) in a university, or a government
research organization;

ACAD_ACAD, equal to one if the patent is produced by (at least) two organizations,
the main-inventor being in a university, or a government research organization, and
with one (or more) co-inventor(s) in another university, or government research
organization;

CORP_CORP , equal to one if the patent is produced by (at least) two organizations,
the main-inventor being in a �rm, a hospital, a foundation, or a private research
organization, and with one (or more) co-inventor(s) in another �rm, hospital, foun-
dation, or private research organization.

The descriptive statistics on the previous dummy variables are presented in Table 3.11.

Variables Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

ACADEMIA 0.03 9176 0.18 0 1

CORPORATE 0.85 9176 0.36 0 1

ACAD_CORP 0.01 9176 0.12 0 1

CORP_ACAD 0.02 9176 0.14 0 1

ACAD_ACAD 0.01 9176 0.07 0 1

CORP_CORP 0.08 9176 0.27 0 1

Table 3.11: Descriptive Statistics of Institutions behind Inventions.

Most patents are produced by inventors employed by Corporate organizations, without
co-inventors outside of the organization (85%), or with Corporate co-inventors (8%). 3% of
the main-inventors work for Academic institutions and patent inventions alone, while 1%
of Academic main-inventors have co-inventors in other Academic institutions. Patents
arising from partnerships between Academia and Corporate represent 3% of our total
sample (1% have Academic main-inventors and 2% have Corporate main-inventors).

In our empirical analysis we are including an additional type of partnership, which is
not re�ected in our theoretical framework, namely between organizations that are institu-
tionally similar: ACAD_ACAD, CORP_CORP . For that reason, the empirical results
may bring supplementary interesting information.

Interaction

We use a question in the survey that asks about the importance of interactions between the
main-inventor and people outside his (her) employer organization (outside interactions),
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during the process of research. With this question, we construct the following dummy:

INTERACTION , equal to one if outside interactions were important for the research
leading to the patent.

In the total sample, 41% of the inventors declare that outside interactions were im-
portant during the process of research, as shown in the descriptive statistics of Table
3.12.

Variable Nr Observations Mean Standard Deviation Min Max

INTERACTION 9591 0.41 0.49 0 1

Table 3.12: Descriptive Statistics on Important Interactions between main-inventors and

people outside his (her) organization.

A limitation of the information contained in this question of the survey (hence, in our
dummy), is that interactions here asked are the ones between the main-inventor and other
people outside main-inventor�s employer organization, but apart from co-inventors. For
our analysis, we then need some additional information on the answers to this question,
specially on how it relates with the existence of co-inventors. Table 3.13 shows that cross
tabulation.

Existence of Co-inventors in ...

sam e organ ization d i¤erent organ ization

Interaction nr patents % Co-inventors % Interaction nr patents % Co-inventors % Interaction Total

Yes 1404 34.1 69.1 627 54.3 30.9 2031

No 2713 65.9 83.7 528 45.7 16.3 3241

Total 4117 100 78 1155 100 22 5272

Table 3.13: Cross tabulation of Important Interactions Outside and Co-inventors.

As Table 3.13 shows, the existence of important interactions outside is more frequent,
when there are co-inventors in an organization di¤erent from the one employing the main-
inventor. In fact, when there are co-inventors in the same organization, only in 34.1%
of the patents the outside interactions were important, while when there are co-inventors
in a di¤erent organization, the frequency of important outside interactions increased to
54.3%. Despite the relation between these two questions is not one-to-one, the evi-
dence that they are positively related allows us to cross them. We then consider our
dummy INTERACTION as a (rough) proxy for important interactions between the
main-inventor and people in the partner organization, apart from co-inventors.

This dummy enables to obtain insights on the validity of our third theoretical hypoth-
esis.

Other controls Our basicness measure relates not only to the basic or applied nature
of the patent, but also to its quality. Therefore, it seems reasonable to control for other
factors that may a¤ect its quality. For that purpose, we use some of the factors that have
been traditionally used in the literature:
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COURT , equal to one if the patent was ever litigated in a court;

MONETARY , equal to one if the main-inventor receives personal monetary compensa-
tion expressly because of the production of the patent;

CLAIMS, number of claims in the patent;

FAMILY , family size of the patent, i.e., number of the set of patents �led with di¤erent
patenting authorities that refer to the same invention.

Table 3.14 below shows the descriptive statistics for these control variables for the
quality of the patent.

Variables Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

COURT 0.04 7593 0.20 0 1

MONETARY 0.6 9591 0.49 0 1

CLAIMS 10.85 9055 6.98 1 131

FAMILY 6.98 9057 4.09 1 32

Table 3.14: Descriptive Statistics on control variables for quality of patents.

From Table 3.14 is visible that 4% of the patents were litigated (COURT ), 60%
of the inventors declare that they received monetary rewards related with patenting
(MONETARY ), the average number of claims of patens (CLAIMS) is 10.85 with a
standard deviation of 6.98, the average family size is around 7 with a standard deviation
of 4.09.

In the survey, there is information on whether there is formal collaboration agreements
between the employer organization of the main-inventor and other partners, during the re-
search process. From Tables 3.15a and 3.15b below, it is visible that this information may
in�uence our dependent variable, in particular through basicness (rather than through
quality).

With Formal Collaboration Agreements

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

� 0.2949 1735 0.7358 -1.4781 2.2962

Without Formal Collaboration Agreements

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

� -0.0733 6925 0.6039 -2.6474 3.2391

Table 3.15a: Descriptive Statistics on the Composite Index of Basicness, �; crossed with

Existence of Formal Collaboration.

The existence of formal collaboration agreements seems to be positively related with
a higher basicness.
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With Formal Collaboration Agreements

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

AQuality 1.0001 1356 0.3863 0.3108 2.2127

Without Formal Collaboration Agreements

Variable Mean Nr Observations Standard Deviation Min Max

AQuality 0.9873 5463 0.3866 0.0031 2.2406

Table 3.15b: Descriptive Statistics on the Average Quality of the patents crossed with Ex-

istence of Formal Collaboration.

The existence of formal collaboration agreements does not seem to cause much change
in terms of the average quality of the patents.

As Tables 3.16a and 3.16b evidence, the existence of formal collaboration agreements
adds information neither captured by the interaction of the main-inventors with outside
people, nor by the inventing institutions.

Formal Collab oration Agreem ents

Yes No

Interaction nr patents % Formal % Interaction nr patents % No Formal % Interaction Total

Yes 1121 64.6 33.9 2181 31.5 66.1 3302

No 614 35.4 11.5 4745 68.5 88.5 5359

Total 1735 100 20.0 6926 100 80.0 8661

Table 3.16a: Cross tabulation of Important Outside Interactions and Existence of Formal

Collaborations.

From Table 3.16a, the existence of formal collaboration agreements appears positively
related with important outside interactions.

Formal Collaboration Agreements

Yes No

Institution nr patents % Institution nr patents % Institution Total

ACADEMIA 118 39.7 179 60.3 297

ACAD_ACAD 26 57.8 19 42.2 45

ACAD_CORP 92 72.4 35 27.6 127

CORPORATE 1050 14.3 6280 85.7 7330

CORP_CORP 315 45.4 377 54.5 692

CORP_ACAD 134 78.8 36 21.2 170

Total 1735 20.0 6926 80.0 8661

Table 3.16b: Cross tabulation of Existence of Formal Collaborations and Institutions.

From Table 3.16b, it is visible that the existence of formal collaboration agreements is
higher when there are partnerships with organizations di¤erent from the one employing
the main-inventor: in Academia, partnerships are associated with higher frequencies of
formal collaboration (57.8% and 72.4%, depending whether co-inventors are from Acad-
emia or Corporate, respectively); and similarly for Corporate inventions under partner-
ships (formal collaborations present frequencies of 45.5% and 78.8%, depending on the
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co-inventon is with Corporate or Academia, respectively). Moreover, the highest fre-
quency of formal collaboration agreements exist when partnership involve di¤erent types
of institutions: 72.4% of the patents arising from ACAD_CORP register formal collab-
oration agreements; while for CORP_ACAD, 78.8% of the patents are associated with
formal agreements. Nevertheless, it is interesting to notice that the existence of partner-
ships and formal collaborations are capturing di¤erent e¤ects, since their relation is not
1-1.

Given the results from this descriptive analysis on the existence of formal collaboration
agreements, we decide to include as a control in our analysis, the following dummy:

FORMAL, equal to one if there was a formal collaboration agreement (involving well
de�ned contracts among parties) during the research leading to the patent, between
the employer organization and other partner, 0 otherwise (informal or no collabo-
ration agreement).

Table 3.17 shows the descriptive statistics of this dummy.

Variable Nr Observations Mean Standard Deviation Min Max

FORMAL 8661 0.2 0.4 0 1

Table 3.17: Descriptive Statistics on the Existence of Formal Collaboration Agreements.

Finally, we also control for the country of the main-inventor and for the technological
class of the patent.

The technological patent classi�cation follows the ISI-INIPI-OST, based on the EPO
IPC classes. ISI-INIPI-OST is a technology-oriented classi�cation system jointly elab-
orated by the German Fraunhofer Institute of Systems and Innovation Research (ISI),
the French Patent O¢ ce (INIPI), and the Observatoire des Science et des Techniques
(OST). It distinguishes among 30 technologies and 5 higher-level technology areas (macro
classes) based on the International Patent Classi�cation (IPC).13 Table 3.18 describes the
composition of the dataset by these macro technological classes.

Technological Classes DE DK ES FR HU IT NL UK
Electrical engineering 13 8 9 14 14 16 25 17
Instruments 10 12 7 12 11 9 10 15
Chemistry, Pharmaceutical 20 24 22 15 43 16 21 20
Process engineering 25 28 28 26 14 26 25 22
Mechanical engineering 32 29 34 33 19 33 20 27
Table 3.18: Descriptive Statistics on Macro Technological Classes, per country.

In this chapter we use the same technological classes, but based on the more disaggre-
gated technological classi�cation composed by 30 classes.

13For the concordance between ISI-INIPI-OST technological classes and EPO IPC classes see Hinze et
al. (1997).
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3.5 Empirical Analysis

With the variables proposed in the previous section, we try to validate our three hy-
potheses. For that, we use two alternative (complementary) methodologies: �rst, using
descriptive statistics on the di¤erence in means of the weighted index of basicness; second,
employing regression analysis.

3.5.1 Di¤erence in Means

In Table 3.19 below, we present the di¤erences in the means of the Weighted Basicness,
W � Basicness, for the di¤erent institutions behind the inventions and for the total
sample.

ACADEMIA CORPORATE ACAD_CORP CORP_ACAD ACAD_ACAD

ACADEMIA

CORPORATE 0.95
��

ACAD_CORP 0.03 -0 .93
��

CORP_ACAD 0.29
��

-0 .66
��

0.26
��

ACAD_ACAD -0.59
��

-1 .54
��

-0 .62
��

-0 .88
��

CORP_CORP 0.76
��

-0 .20
��

0.73
��

0.47
��

1.35
��

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level. Values= mean WBasic(column) - m ean WBasic(row ).

Table 3.19: Di¤erences in Means of W-Basicness according to Institutions,

for total sample.

The results in Table 3.19 are coherent with our �rst prior: patents with Academic
main-inventors have, on average, a higher index of basicness than the ones with Corpo-
rate main-inventors. This is veri�ed whether Academic main-inventors: do not have
co-inventors outside their organizations (ACADEMIA), have Academic co-inventors
(ACAD_ACAD), or have Corporate co-inventors (ACAD_CORP ); and the comparison
is either with Corporate inventors alone (CORPORATE), with Corporate main-inventors
and Academic co-inventors (CORP_ACAD), or with Corporate main-inventors and Cor-
porate co-inventors (CORP_CORP ).

When the main-inventor is Academic and (s)he has a Corporate co-inventor
(ACAD_CORP ), on average the index of basicness is not signi�cantly di¤erent from
the one when inventions are from Academia alone (ACADEMIA). This result does not
con�rm our second theoretical hypothesis, from which we would expect a reduction on the
average basicness, due to the existence of Corporate co-inventors. Nevertheless, when we
compare Academic main-inventions and a Corporate co-inventor (ACAD_CORP ) with
Academic main-inventions and an Academic co-inventor (ACAD_ACAD), the basicness
index in the �rst context is smaller [mean(ACAD_CORP )�mean(ACAD_ACAD) =
�0:62]: From this result, it seems that having a Corporate co-inventor, rather than an
Academic, is associated with a less basic invention. This is aligned with Hypothesis 2.

Regarding Corporate main-inventors, the data also seems to con�rm our second prior.
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When Corporate main-inventors have Academic co-inventors, the average basicness: is
higher than when there are no co-inventors at all
[mean(CORPORATE)�mean(CORP_ACAD) = �0:66]; and is also higher than when
co-inventors are also Corporate
[mean(CORP_ACAD)�mean(CORP_CORP ) = 0:47]:
It is interesting to notice that when patents arise from partnerships between Academic

organizations, the average basicness is higher than when they are produced by Academia
alone [mean(ACADEMIA)�mean(ACAD_ACAD) = �0:59].
In a schematic way, our results show the following ranking for basicness of patents:

WBasicness(ACAD_ACAD) > WBasicness(ACADEMIA) =

= WBasicness(ACAD_CORP ) > WBasicness(CORP_ACAD) >

> WBasicness(CORP_CORP ) > WBasicness(CORPORATE):

In order to infer on our third hypothesis, we split the total sample in two sub-samples,
according to the variable INTERACTION: Tables 3.20a and 3.20b, below, show the
results for the di¤erences in the means of W �Basicness, for each sub-sample.

No Interaction ACADEMIA CORPORATE ACAD_CORP CORP_ACAD ACAD_ACAD

ACADEMIA

CORPORATE 1.00
��

ACAD_CORP 0.23 -0 .76
��

CORP_ACAD 0.24
�

-0 .75
��

0.01

ACAD_ACAD -0.89
��

-1 .89
��

-1 .13
��

-1 .14
��

CORP_CORP 0.85
��

-0 .15
��

0.62
��

0.60
��

1.75
��

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level;
�
sign i�cant at the 10% level. Values= meanWBasic(column)-m eanWBasic(row ).

Table 3.20a: Di¤erences in Means of W-Basicness according to Institutions,

for the sub-sample of Non-Important Interactions.

Interaction ACADEMIA CORPORATE ACAD_CORP CORP_ACAD ACAD_ACAD

ACADEMIA

CORPORATE 0.81
��

ACAD_CORP -0.05 -0 .91
��

CORP_ACAD 0.33
��

-0 .53
��

0.38

ACAD_ACAD -0.28 -1 .13
��

-0 .23 -0 .61
��

CORP_CORP 0.66
�

-0 .20
��

0.71
��

0.33
��

0.94
��

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level;
�
sign i�cant at the 10% level. Values= meanWBasic(column)-m eanWBasic(row ).

Table 3.20b: Di¤erences in Means of W-Basicness according to Institutions,

for the sub-sample of Important Interactions.

Once we split our sample in two sub-samples, we still �nd evidence on our Hypothesis
1: whenever main-inventors are from Academia, the average basicness is higher than
when main-inventors are Corporate. The only exception is when we consider partnerships
between di¤erent institutions: the average basicness of patents from ACAD_CORP is
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not signi�cantly di¤erent from the basicness associated with CORP_ACAD; whether
there are or not important interactions.

As far as the second hypothesis is concerned, most of the results for the sub-samples
are in line with what we obtain for the total sample as a whole. The only qualitative di-
vergence that we register now is that, when interactions become important, the di¤erence
of basicness between ACAD_CORP and ACAD_ACAD decreases from �1:13 (Table
3.20a) to a value that is not signi�cantly di¤erent from zero (Table 3.20b). Nevertheless,
this is a sign favouring our Hypothesis 3: once interactions increase, Academia does not
need to distort that much the basicness of the project in order to give incentives to a
Corporate partner. The reverse part of the third hypothesis also seems to hold in our
data: when interaction increases, the basicness of the patents arising from partnerships be-
tween Corporate main-inventors and Academic get closer to the basicness of the patents
where no Academic inventors are involved. This is visible either through the distance
between mean(CORPORATE) and mean(CORP_ACAD); that becomes shorter with
interaction (the di¤erence changes from �0:75 to �0:53), or through the distance between
mean(CORP_ACAD) and mean(CORP_CORP ) that also decreases with interaction
(from 0:60 to 0:33).

The result that partnerships between Academics organizations produce more basic
patents than Academics individually also appears here as signi�cative, with or without
important interactions.

3.5.2 Regression Analysis

To discuss the coherence between our theoretical priors and the data, we make use of a
second type of statistical tool: regression analysis. In this case, we de�ne the following
regression:

(W �Basicness)i = a0 + a1CORPORATEi + a2(ACAD_CORP )i +

+a3(CORP_ACAD)i + a4(ACAD_ACAD)i +

+a5(CORP_CORP )i + a6FORMALi +

+a7COURTi + a8MONETARYi + a9CLAIMSi +

+a10FAMILYi + aXi + "i; (3.5.1)

where the index i = 1; :::; 7864 states for the patents in the survey, X denotes a vector of
other characteristics of the patents, namely country of the main-inventor and the tech-
nological class, a is the coe¢ cient vector associated with X, and " is a random variable.
Excluding the dummy ACADEMIC from the regression, the value of a0 corresponds to
the weighted-basicness of the patents with Academic inventors (one or more inventors,
but all work in the same organization).

We estimate (3.5.1) using an OLS methodology with robust standard errors. This
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estimation enables the assessment of Hypotheses 1 and 2, namely through the inference
of coe¢ cients a0 till a5: As before, to infer on Hypothesis 3, we make use of the dummy
INTERACTION to separate our sample in two sub-samples: �rst, with patents whose
main-inventors declare non-important interactions, i.e., INTERACTION = 0; second,
with patents where interactions are considered important, INTERACTION = 1:

The results for the estimation of regression (3.5.1) with sub-sample of non-important
interactions are given in Table 3.21.

Variables Coe¢ cients Standard Errors T-ratios
Constant 0:5943�� 0:0841 7:0666

CORPORATE �0:8571�� 0:0749 �11:4433
ACAD_CORP �0:1106 0:1555 �0:7113
CORP_ACAD �0:3116�� 0:1283 �2:4287
ACAD_ACAD 0:8421�� 0:2203 3:8225

CORP_CORP �0:7658�� 0:0829 �9:2376
FORMAL 0:1452�� 0:036 4:0333

COURT �0:0663 0:0483 �1:3727
MONETARY 0:068�� 0:0187 3:6364

CLAIMS 0:0022 0:0016 1:3750

FAMILY 0:0095�� 0:0027 3:5185

Nr Observations= 3449
R2 = 0:26

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level. D ep endent variab le: W -Basicness.

Table 3.21: Regression results for sub-sample with INTERACTION=0.

The results are in line with our prior Hypothesis 1: comparing with Academic patents,
Corporate patents present a smaller basicness (basicness is reduced by 0.8571 when we
compare CORPORATE and ACADEMIA inventions). A similar conclusion is obtained
when we compare inventions patented by Corporate partnerships (CORP_CORP ) with
Academic inventions: again, basicness is reduced for Corporate (by 0.7658 in our index).
It is interested to notice that also here it appears that patents arising from Academic
partnerships have an estimated basicness higher than patents coming from Academic
individual research.

As far as our Hypothesis 2, the values estimated do not seem to evidence our conjec-
ture regarding ACAD_CORP (the level of basicness of the patents arising from these
partnerships is not signi�cantly di¤erent from the one arising from ACADEMIA alone).

Table 22 presents the results of the estimation for the sub-sample with patents with
important interactions during research.
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Variables Coe¢ cients Standard Errors T-ratios
Constant 0:6054�� 0:1273 4:7557

CORPORATE �0:6228�� 0:1058 �5:8866
ACAD_CORP �0:0231 0:1621 �0:1425
CORP_ACAD �0:3576�� 0:131 �2:7298
ACAD_ACAD 0:2746 0:2441 1:1249

CORP_CORP �0:5649�� 0:1143 �4:9423
FORMAL 0:2009�� 0:0372 5:4005

COURT �0:1449 0:0935 �1:5497
MONETARY 0:1028�� 0:032 3:2125

CLAIMS 0:0086�� 0:0023 3:7391

FAMILY 0:0105�� 0:0049 2:1429

Nr Observations= 2105
R2 = 0:23

Note:
��

sign i�cant at the 5% level. D ep endent variab le: W -Basicness.

Table 3.22: Regression results for sub-sample with INTERACTION=1.

The new set of results is in accordance with Hypothesis 1. Corporate patents are
less basic than Academic ones. In particular, comparing with patents from Academic
inventors and no partnership (ACADEMIA): patents with Corporate inventors and
no partnership (CORPORATE) have a reduction in basicness of 0.6228; patents with
Corporate inventors and coming from a partnership between Corporate organizations
(CORP_CORP ) show a reduction in basicness of 0.5649; patents with Corporate main-
inventor but under a partnership with Academia (CORP_ACAD) also show a reduction
in basicness of 0.3576.

As far as Hypothesis 2 is concerned, we again �nd evidence that the basicness in-
dex for patents from partnerships between Academia and Corporate, but with Academic
main-inventors (ACAD_CORP ) is not signi�cantly di¤erent from the one of Academic
individual inventions.

The discussion over Hypothesis 3 requires the comparison of the two sets of estima-
tions, and specially of the coe¢ cients associated with variables ACAD_CORP and
CORP_ACAD. Therefore, comparing Tables 3.21 and 3.22, we cannot reject that
patents with Academic main-inventors and Corporate co-inventors (ACAD_CORP ) are
as basic as patents from Academic individual invention. This result does not contradict
our predictions in Hypothesis 3. In fact, even when there is no important interactions
(Table 3.21), our data detects no reduction on the basicness index. Therefore, once in-
creasing the importance of interaction, and as expected, the basicness index for this type
of partnerships does not change. Regarding the patents also under partnerships of both
types of institutions, but having Corporate main-inventors (CORP_ACAD), the com-
parison of the estimated coe¢ cients for the two sub-samples is also in agreement with our
third hypothesis. Indeed, once interactions become important, we detect a reduction in
the basicness index of these type of patents, thus leading the outcome of the partnership
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closer to the expected preferences of Corporate main-inventors.

As far as the other independent variables are concerned, when there are no important
interactions outside, CLAIMS and COURT show up insigni�cant. When interactions
are relevant, only COURT shows up as insigni�cant. All the remaining controls seem
important to explain our weighted index of basicness.

3.6 Conclusion

Using contract theory, it can be shown (Chapter 2 of this dissertation) that in the col-
laborative research process conducting to a patent, the governing partner may choose a
type of research, which is not its most preferred one. This distortion is an incentive tool
for the other party in the partnership, when it lacks capacity to commit on the allocation
of resources. In practice, this means that Corporate organizations may end up producing
more basic patents if they are partnering with Academia, in order to give incentives for
the academic partners to exhert a higher amount of e¤ort. This higher e¤ort translates
in a larger probability of success for the common project. Conversely, Academic insti-
tutions may choose to develop more applied patents to motivate Corporate partners for
the common research. In this paper we try to validate these conjectures. As such, we
construct an index of the basicness of patents, and we use simple empirical techniques to
check whether the identity of the organizations that are involved in the research process
conducting to the patent is a signi�cant explanatory factor for di¤erent levels of basicness.
Our empirical results con�rm our priors.

In general, Academic inventors produce more basic patents than Corporate inventors.
When a patent is a co-invention between both types of institutions, we also �nd evidence
of possible intermediate levels of basicness, but always closer to the interests of the main-
inventor. For the case of Corporate main-inventors with Academic co-inventors, patents
show a basicness index that is smaller than when only Academic inventors are involved,
but higher than when only Corporate inventors exist. For the symmetric situation of
Academic main-inventors with Corporate co-inventors, we do not �nd an intermediate
level of basicness, but rather an index that is not signi�cantly di¤erent from the one when
all inventors are Academic. Although this last evidence is not exactly our prior, it does not
contradict the theoretical framework in which we build. In fact, as stated in the previous
chapter, a distortion in the most preferred project of the governing party may not occur
when the other party (the co-inventor) is not su¢ ciently important for the success, or
when the expected bene�t of such success is not signi�cantly high to compensate the cost
of the distortion.

Despite building on the theoretical work of Chapter 2, the current chapter treats
the argument of incentives behind the distortion of the project in a di¤erent manner.
Rather than focusing in veri�ability and contractibility of e¤orts (resources), here we
consider the capacity of the parties to commit on a certain allocation of e¤ort to the
common project. We then take such capacity of commitment as positively related with
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the importance of interaction between partners, and check whether this interaction is
associated with di¤erent levels of basicness. Anticipating that the higher the interaction
between partners, the easier it is to enforce an ex-ante agreement on the allocation of
resources, we expect that higher interaction to be associated with a basicness index that is
closer to the interests of the main-inventors. Our data seems to con�rm such expectation.
When Corporate main-inventors have Academic co-inventors, the more important the
interaction, the closer it is the basicness from the level where only Corporate inventors
exist. For the reverse situation of Academic main-inventors and Corporate co-inventors,
interaction also makes the basicness index become closer to the level when co-invention
is between two Academic organizations.

With the simple econometric techniques developed in this chapter, we are able to �nd
empirical signs reinforcing the argument that the outcome of research can be the result
of an optimal contract between the parties involved. Future work on trying di¤erent
(possible alternatives) technical speci�cations, namely in terms of the composite index of
basicness and regression analysis, can be useful as robustness checks of our results.

In the question that we analyze here, there may be some potential problems of endo-
geneity. We try to see how the institutional framework of the research a¤ects the project
developed. Nevertheless, it may be that both institutions and project are the result of a
decision taken in a previous stage: with whom (and if) they want to establish a partner-
ship. Further theoretical work on this question of partner selection (in a previous stage
of decisions) may bring interesting insights.

The present work also o¤ers some evidence for another potential line of future theo-
retical developments: the role of interactions between partners in their contractual rela-
tionship. In fact, not only di¤erent levels (or types) of interaction may lead to di¤erent
outcomes of the partnership, but also the parties may anticipate such e¤ects and adjust
the initial design of the partnership.

In case the level and intensity of interaction between partners in research becomes an
important determinant for their capacity of commitment, it is possible to discuss policy
implications. Policy measures a¤ecting that interaction would have an impact on the
e¢ ciency of partnerships.
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